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Whether it’s a providing a sand-
wich to farmers and semi-drivers 
during harvest, a family getting to-
gether for a birthday or a couple seek-
ing a truly home cooked meal, the 
Redmon Pit Stop has cemented itself 
as an important destination not only 
in Redmon but Edgar County as well.

The restaurant, owned and oper-
ated by Paris native Tonya Vitez, has 
been open for three years and shows 
no signs of the tough economic times 
many village and small town eateries 
have in this day and age.

Vitez was born and raised in Par-
is but moved from the community 
to Texas. She operated a successful 
cheesecake business there until her 
husband died. “I came home to be 
with my family,” she said.

Her mother, Ruthie Erwin, is 
the cook at the restaurant and this 
week has been busy baking pies and 
preparing the Thanksgiving buffet 
served Thursday at the restaurant.

A well-known face in the restaurant 
business in Paris, Erwin has served 
as a waitress for many years every-
where from Don and Katie’s to B & 
J’s Restaurant. She’s settled into the 
job of cook at her daughter’s business, 
baking nearly 20 pies this week for 
customers as well as preparing entire 
Thanksgiving meals for families who 
ordered them for pickup on the hol-
iday. On Thursday, she was busy in 
the kitchen, preparing oyster dressing, 
dressing, turkey, ham, homemade 
noodles, mashed potatoes, macaroni 
and cheese, cranberry sauce and din-
ner rolls in addition to desserts for the 
feast.

“Everybody knows Ruthie,” said 
Bill Coombes of Paris, who with his 
wife, Vickie, was celebrating Thanks-
giving at the Pit Stop. The couple 
came to the restaurant after enjoying 
a Facetime call with their son, Elgin, 
and his family, who are missionaries 

in Monrovia.
Coombes is a native of Redmon 

and has fond memories not only of 
the community but the building now 
housing the restaurant. “It was a post 
office,” he recalled. “Later the post of-
fice included a barbershop.”

Coombes’ attachment to Redmon 
wasn’t the only reason he and his wife 
chose the Pit Stop for their Thanks-
giving. Coombes was a bartender at 
Don and Katie’s many years ago and 
Erwin was the daytime barmaid.

Vitez said when she purchased 
the building it was in good repair. 
“It had almost everything we need-
ed including the tables and chairs,” 
she recalled. “We probably could’ve 
opened right away, but we wanted to 
make changes.”

The walls of the restaurant are filled 
with signs of special occasions hosted 
by Vitez and her staff including the 
Redmon Fire Department Christmas 
party as well as those who have spent 
Thanksgiving at the restaurant.

Karen and Bryan Hand were con-

tinuing a Thanksgiving tradition 
started by their husband and father, 
the late Chuck Hand, by enjoying the 
holiday at the restaurant.

“Chuck was the first one who 
called every year to tell us he and Kar-
en would be here for Thanksgiving,” 
Vitez said. A former Hand student, 
Vitez said, “We just loved him.”

Vitez said Hand’s last visit to the 
restaurant came after a radiation 
treatment at Sarah Bush Lincoln 
Healthcare. Hand’s friend, Pete Tem-
pleton, brought him. 

Templeton said Hand wanted to 
go to the restaurant but told him, “I 
don’t feel like eating.”

“We were there about 10 minutes 
and he ordered a piece of strawberry 
rhubarb pie,” Templeton said.

Vitez finished the story. “He ate 
a piece of pie and then said, ‘you 
know, I think I’m just going to have 
another piece,” she said, smiling.

Ron George enjoyed Thanks-
giving with the Kelsheimer and 
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A group of local landown-
ers are determined to contin-
ue the fight to keep Ameren 
Illinois from building a 
high-tension transmission line 
across their various properties 
in southern Edgar County.

Citizens Are Entitled to 
Due Process enjoyed initial 
success when circuit Judges 
James Glenn and Craig DeAr-
mond thwarted efforts by the 
utility giant to force the land-
owners to grant access for con-
struction of the Illinois Rivers 
Transmission Line. Capable 
of carrying multiple lines on 
high towers and transporting 
240,000 volts of current the 
line starts in Missouri, crosses 
Illinois and terminates in In-
diana. It is now stalled west of 

Edgar County because of the 
local legal action.

The landowners gained 
a great victory when DeAr-
mond ruled in September 
2017 the Illinois Utilities Act 
is unconstitutional because 
it only required notifying 
landowners on the initial 
proposed route of possible ac-
tion. Subsequently proposed 
routes did not have the same 
requirements and the local 
landowners claim they were 
unaware their land might be 
impacted until after the route 
was approved and that denied 
them an opportunity to make 
a case before the Illinois Com-
merce Commission.

DeArmond’s decision was 
not upheld by the Illinois 
Supreme Court and in Oc-
tober returned the eminent 

domain issue back to Edgar 
County Circuit Court with 
instructions to deal only with 
eminent domain and no other 
matters.

“Nobody is depressed 
about what’s happening,” 
Tom Ogle said Wednesday, 
Nov. 21, during a meeting to 
thank Senator Chapin Rose 
(R-Mahomet) for his support 
in this fight and to also thank 
local attorney Craig Smith for 
his handling of the case at the 
local level.

Following the decision set-
ting aside DeArmond’s ruling, 
the landowners have retained 
attorney Michael T. Reagan 
of Ottawa to assist with the 
appeals.

“It is a unanimous decision 
by the landowners involved to 
continue the fight,” said Ogle.

Reagan has filed a petition 
for rehearing before the Illi-
nois Supreme Court. The pe-
tition argues the top justices 
missed the point as the writ-
ten decision states trial judges 
are specifically prohibited by 
legislation from undoing the 
decisions of the ICC. 

According to the petition, 
DeArmond did not concern 
himself with the ICC deci-
sion placing the route through 
Edgar County, but the trial 
judge did find the original 
legislation unconstitutional 
because it failed to guarantee 
land owners due process as 
guaranteed by the Fifth and 
14th Amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution.

Reagan notes in the peti-
tion that Justice Rita Garman 
agreed with the majority on 

a technical issue but wrote a 
dissenting opinion express-
ing grave concern about the 
apparent violation of due pro-
cess in this case. Garman also 
cautioned against the idea of 
stopping trial court judges 
from considering constitu-
tional issues.

Ogle said the petition for 
rehearing is a required step 
in the process, although Rea-
gan is doubtful the Illinois 
Supreme Court will accept 
it. Rejection of the petition 
clears the way for Reagan to 
file a writ with the United 
States Supreme Court.  

What is not known is 
when the court will react to 
the petition, although there 
is a chance it may happen by 
late December. Reagan has 

Landowners will fight on
Citizens Are Entitled to Due Process is prepared to take case to U.S. Supreme Court

THE PIT STOP OFFERS DOWN HOME COOKING

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press
Redmon Pit Stop owner Tonya Vitez rushes to deliver drinks to members 
of the Bill Blair family, who reserved the restaurant for their Thanksgiving 
celebration Thursday. Vitez, who moved back to Edgar County from Texas, 
previously owned a cheesecake business there.

Redmon’s food of choice

See FIGHT, Page 8A

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Ruthie Erwin stirs the oyster dressing at the Redmon Pit Stop on Thanksgiving Thursday. Ruthie — a familiar face to 
restaurant customers — is the cook at the Pit Stop, owned by her daughter, Tonya Vitez. The recipes from the kitchen 
are longtime family favorites, she says.

See PIT STOP, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net.

There is a difference between 
holding a job and having a career.

“People need to have a plan for 
a career where they can start, grow, 
advance and make a stable situation 
for themselves,” said Mark Burgess 
of the Illinois Workforce Innova-
tion Board (IWIB).

Burgess visited North American 
Lighting Nov. 16 to deliver a proc-
lamation from Governor Bruce 
Rauner declaring October as Man-
ufacturing Month and to take part 
in a discussion about the NAL ap-
prenticeship program that allows 
some employees to earn income 
through part-time work while at-
tending technical training courses 
the remainder of the time.

Manufacturing, Burgess said, 
is an important part of the Illinois 
economy, adding Illinois is the 
fourth largest manufacturing state 
in the U.S. with more than 93 per-
cent of the goods built here sent 
elsewhere for use. 

“The annual average income of 
manufacturing workers in Illinois 
is more than $70,000,” said Burgess.

During discussion it was noted a 
large percentage of occupations re-
quire a degree, especially those with 
a more technical emphasis and hav-
ing apprenticeships is an important 
part of building the workforce.

Nick Palmer, Christopher Hart, 
Cody Myles and Sidney Little are 
currently in the NAL apprentice-
ship program, and they discussed 
what a difference it has made in 
their lives.

Palmer described it as a great op-
portunity for him because he want-
ed to go to school but could not 
afford it. The program allows him 
to get an education while earning 
enough income to live on his own.

As an apprentice, he works in 
all areas at NAL to gain experience 
and knowledge about the process. 
He was recently introduced to tool 
and die making and wants to pur-
sue further training in that area after 
completing the technician training.

Hart is originally from Germany 
and lived in multiple places because 
of his father’s military career. 

“I always wanted a place to be 
permanent,” he said.

Hart previously worked in a fast 
food restaurant and finds NAL is a 
much different work environment 
in that he feels highly valued at 
NAL.

Myles agreed. 
“I appreciate that I’m in an en-

vironment where everyone wants 
to see me grow and succeed,” said 
Myles. 

He graduated from Paris High 
School in May and wasn’t sure he 
was equipped and ready to be on 
his own. The apprenticeship per-
mits him to work and pursue an 
education within the security of a 
familiar environment.

Little is preparing to follow 

NAL values 
cultivating 
employee 
work skills

See NAL, Page 8A



TODAY

CRAFT FAIR AND BAKE SALE
VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary Craft 
Fair and Bake Sale is 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. at the post home on West 
Court Street. 

MONDAY

4-H CLUB OFFICER PARTY 
A party for all 4-H club officers 
from Clark, Crawford and Edgar 
counties is 6:30 p.m. Nov. 26 at the 
University of Illinois Extension Of-
fice in Marshall. All 4-H’ers holding 
the offices of president, vice presi-
dent, secretary, treasurer, reporter, 
recreation leader and new member 
coordinator are encouraged to 
attend. Games, refreshments and 
training will be provided. A session 
for volunteer club leaders to share 
program ideas and club manage-
ment practices is also scheduled.

QUILTER’S GUILD CHRISTMAS
The Paris Bee Quilter’s Guild 
next meeting is 6 p.m. Nov. 26 at 
the Otterbein United Methodist 
church basement. This is the 
annual Christmas party with a 
meal. Members are asked to bring 
a $5-$10 gift for a game and a 
monetary donation for Christmas 
for Kids. The guild is also present-
ing some quilts and other gifts 
to Christmas for Kids. For more 
information, call 251-1394.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
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BARBERSHOP 40TH CHRISTMAS CONCERT DEC. 2  
The Coles County Barbershop Chorus performs the 40th Annual 
Christmas Benefit Concert Sunday, Dec. 2.The 3 p.m. performance 
is at the Wesley United Methodist Church, Charleston, and the 
7 p.m. show is at the First Presbyterian Church, Mattoon. There 
is no admission charge, but a free will offering is appreciated. All 
money from the two concerts is donated to the area food pantry 
and homeless shelter programs with more than $8,000 collected 
annually. The 30-man chorus will be joined by five local quartets in 
the hour-long programs. The singers are from 15 area commu-
nities and both secular and sacred songs are included in the 
concert. The churches are wheel chair accessible.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

55   41
Prec: 0%

54   27
Prec: 60%

33   20
Prec: 0%

31   18
Prec: 0%

32   22
Prec: 0%

39   30
Prec: 0%

44   32
Prec: 20%

TODAY — Cloudy and breezy with skies 
gradually clearing. Highs reach the mid 50s.

SUNDAY — Rain showers return in the af-
ternoon as highs top out in the mid 50s. As 
temperatures fall overnight, snow showers 
are possible early Monday morning.

MONDAY — Highs fall back below average 
in the lower 30s under partly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:45 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 6:07 p.m. 8:04 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:46 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 7:04 p.m. 9:09 a.m.

MONDAY 6:47 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 8:07 p.m. 10:09 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:48 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 9:15 p.m. 11:03 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:49 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 10:25 p.m. 11:48 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:50 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 11:34 p.m. 12:28 p.m.

FRIDAY 6:51 a.m. 4:27 p.m. --     1:03 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47°/30°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67° in 1913
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -3° in 1950

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.74”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.07”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.48”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38.61”

NORMAL:    High: 47   Low: 30    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher/Editor: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising:  Nancy Zeman
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

Copyright 2018 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
You can also bank with us online or at any First Mid location!

firstmid.com

Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
217-822-5371 Cell
douglas.hasler@lpl.com

Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.

TUESDAY

TOY AUCTION
A toy auction 6 p.m. Nov. 27 at the 
Paris Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
is a fundraising event for Christmas 
for Kids, organized by Tolka Bros. 
Christmas Auctions. The event 
features new toys participants can 
purchase for their own Christmas 
giving. Proceeds support the work 
of Christmas for Kids to provide 
presents for children to unwrap on 
Christmas morning.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 

Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the Ed-
gar County Farm Bureau building, 
210 W. Washington, Paris. Weigh-in 
starts at 5 p.m. and the meeting 
begins at 5:30 p.m. Information 
about the Weight Watchers system 
is available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 

Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722. 

FRIDAY

TRI-COUNTY CHILI COOKOFF
The Tri-County Booster Club is 
doing a chili cookoff 5 p.m. Nov. 
30 in the Kansas gym. The $5 
admission buys chili, crackers, 
drink and dessert.

UPCOMING

SATURDAY, DEC. 1

HANDCUFFS AND HOSES
Handcuffs and Hoses, sponsored 
by Paris Charity Events, is 5 p.m. 
Dec. 1 at Eveland Gym to benefit 
Christmas for Kids. Admission is 
a cash donation or a new toy still 
in the box. The evening features 
two basketball games with a 
Mayo vs. Crestwood alumni 
game leading off, followed by a 
game between the Paris Police 
Department and the Paris Fire 
Department.

MEMORIAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR
The Memorial Elementary School 
Holiday Bazaar is 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Dec. 1 at the school. It features 
craft vendors selling holiday 
crafts, books and gift ideas in ad-
dition to a bake sale, photos with 
Santa and a children’s craft room. 
This is a fundraiser for school 
activities and more information is 
available by calling 217-466-6170.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Santa and Mrs. Claus are coming 
to Shiloh School from 9-11 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 1, for a Pancakes 
and Pajamas breakfast. The Post 
Prom parents and junior class 
members are serving pancakes 
and sausage for $6 at the door, 
and everyone is invited to wear 
their coziest pajamas and sit with 
Santa for a picture and visit the 
art table to make a craft. Raffles 
feature two prize packages 
full of the hottest Christmas 
toys for 2018 and a homemade 
Christmas wreath. All proceeds 
collected go toward post prom 
expenses.

HOUSE OF CHRISTMAS MOUSE
The Gamma Gamma Chapter of 
Kappa Kappa Kappa is hosting the 
46th annual House of the Christ-
mas Mouse event. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Dec. 1 and Dec. 2, at Sarah Scott 
Middle School, Terre Haute, Ind. 
Children’s activities include: orna-
ment making, decorating cookies, 
making reindeer food, a talking 
Christmas tree, a room for buying 
gifts, a holiday movie, lunch and 
a bakery. Proceeds from the $2 
admission go toward scholarships 
and supporting a variety of Terre 
Haute area charities.
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This new Forever Fund will ensure the future opportunities for the Edgar County 
Community Foundation to enhance the lives of Edgar County citizens. It is a 
separate, permanent, managed investment fund with earnings available for 
support to worthwhile community activities. This fund is an opportunity to 
permanently memorialize the names of donors or their designees. The 
Foundation will also  continue to provide support to scholarships and other 
community activities through established or new agency accounts.


To support the Forever Fund, contact your financial adviser, or any Foundation 
director; Foundation development manager Warren Sperry; or write to: 


ECCF, P.O Box 400 Paris, Il 61944.  On the internet at 
edgarcountyfoundation.org.

Join The Team! 
As the Edgar County Community 

Foundation rolls out the new 

Forever Fund
The Bob and Cathy Morgan family 
presents a gift of $75,000 to help launch 
the Foundation’s permanent endowment 
fund named the “Forever Fund.” It is given 
in honor and appreciation of Bob Morgan 
and Cathy Morgan. Bob Morgan, a 
director-emeritus of ECCF, is one of three 
founding members who had the vision to 
establish the Foundation in 1994. Cathy is 
a lifelong supporter of all good things for 
the Edgar County Community.

The Opportunity  Bank  |  BANKPROSPECT.COM

 

CHRISTMAS CLUB
open yours today!

 
How does it work?

Christmas Club payments will be set up as an AFT 
(Automatic Funds Transfer) 

from any deposit account at Prospect Bank.
An AFT will be issued in October of 2019 for the 

amount that has been deposited. 
1.18% Annual Percentage Yield      

Set aside up to $1,000.00 per month! 
 

You can save $420 for your 2019 Christmas shopping by setting 
aside just $35 a month!  

Disclosures: The above example is intended to be used as a guideline. Automatic Funds 
Transfers will continue until an account is closed. Withdrawals from Christmas Club account 

are not permitted prior to annual disbursement. There will be a $20.00 fee for closing a 
Christmas Club account early. The rate may change after the account is opened. APY is 

accurate as of October 1, 2018. Minimum opening deposit of $1.00.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A trial for Justin Hefner is 
still on delay as treatment re-
lated to his mental state con-
tinues.

During the Nov. 19 Edgar 
County Court Call, public 
defender William McGrath 
informed Judge David W. Lew-
is an Oct. 31 report from the 
Alton Mental Health Center 
indicates Hefner remains unfit 
to stand trial.

Lewis continued the case 
to Jan. 28 for another fitness 
review.

Hefner was arrested in Feb-
ruary when he arrived at the 
Edgar County Jail wearing 
body armor and a pistol in a 
chest holder. He told deputies 
he was a federal agent in town 
to make arrests and requested 
local assistance.

Once inside the secure por-
tion of the jail, Hefner was ar-
rested without incident. His 
folder of papers included a list 
of several local elected officials 
he planned to arrest. A search 
of his vehicle revealed an AR-
15 rifle modified with a bump 
stock and a quick release lever 
for the magazine. 

The ammunition stockpile 
in the vehicle included a load-
ed 100-round drum magazine 
and several other high-capacity 
magazines.

He was subsequently 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
false personation of a govern-
ment official, a Class 4 felony 
personation of a peace officer 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
false personation of a federal 
employee.

During early court appear-
ances, Hefner continued to 

insist he is a department of 
defense agent and the local 
court system was interfering 
with a federal investigation. He 
threatened to arrest multiple 
people with treason if they did 
not let him go.

An examination in May 
determined Hefner was unfit 
to stand trial and he was re-
manded to the care of the De-
partment of Human Services, 
where mental health counsel-
ors are working with Hefner 
with a goal of  getting him to a 
point where he can stand trial.

Hefner not ready for trial

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

MARSHALL – The Hu-
man Resources Center of 
Edgar and Clark Counties 
has a new home in Marshall 
known as the Forsythe Cen-
ter.

“What we are doing here 
is a real milestone,” said Ken 
Polky, during the Monday, 
Nov. 19, ribbon cutting at the 
building located adjacent to 
the Cork Medical Center.

Polky, who is executive di-
rector of HRC, described the 
remodeled facility as the big-
gest event during his tenure 
with HRC.

“It puts people receiving 
service for mental health on 
the same level as medical ser-
vice,” said Polky.

The new space, thanks to 
the generosity of Gerald For-
sythe, has multiple rooms on 
both the ground level and a 
lower level that has its own 
entrance. The rooms serve 
as staff offices for private 
consultation, areas for group 
sessions, a play room where 
children can be treated and a 
second play room in progress 
and training rooms to help 
with vocational skills.

The lower level also has 

what Polky described as a re-
spite room. It is a quiet space 
with comfortable furnishings 
and subdued lighting.

“It is for people who need 
to calm down,” said Polky.

A club car shuttle is kept 
by the lower level entrance. 
The vehicle makes it easy for 
HRC staff to move a client to 
the Cork Medical Center if a 
physician is needed, and also 
to transport someone who 
arrives at the clinic seeking 
help but the problem is men-
tal rather than physical.

“We can do that warm 
handoff, if it is needed,” said 

Polky.
HRC staff members were 

effusive in praising the new 
work environment, which 
provides not only a more 
pleasant space for both coun-
selors and clients, but also of-
fers amenities previously not 
available in the old building. 
One person noted this is the 
first time the HRC facility in 
Marshall has had an area de-
voted specifically to treating 
and counseling children.

“We were in an old Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken,” said 
Polky. “We had outgrown 
that space.”

New home for HRC

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A ribbon cutting officially opens the new facility in Marshall 
for the Human Resources Center of Edgar and Clark Coun-
ties (HRC). Left to right, Jennifer Bishop, Marshal Chamber 
of Commerce; Vickie Waller, Marshall city council; Kelsey 
O’Rourke, director of the Marshall Area Youth Network (MAYN); 
John Trefz, Marshall mayor; Ken Polky, executive director HRC;  
Anne Sheehy, president of the Marshall Chamber of Commerce; 
Ollie Smith, CEO Horizon Health; and Dustin Melton, HRC board 
member.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Is rapidly approaching!

October 15th - December 7th.
Call Amy, Jo or Judy to schedule your 
appointment and let us help you by 

comparing Medicare Part D plans that 
will best benefit you.

Chester P. Sutton Community Center
256 W Court Street

Paris, IL

217-465-8143

Open Enrollment
Medicare Part D

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
    Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
    Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
    Reapair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County BeautifulSat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

$199

YOUR
CHOICE! Gas Line Antifreeze,

De-icer, Starting Fluid

Start with
SAVINGS!

Mac’s

Join Us For

Drink 
included

$8.99

1218 N. Main Street 
Paris, IL

217.466.1610

Including salad bar, pizza & fried chicken

Lunch Buffet
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 Includes Drink

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $9.99 Includes Drink

Includes
Drink

Residential • Commercial    
Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
“Where service makes the difference” 

Look for us in the Christmas in Paris Parade!!!!  

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The court has ordered a 
fitness evaluation for Vernon 
R. Buchanan, 42, Paris.

Buchanan appeared in 
custody for the Nov. 15 crim-
inal and traffic call in Edgar 
County Circuit Court. He 
is facing unresolved Class 2 
felony aggravated battery of 
a police officer and Class 3 
felony failure to report as a 
sex offender charges.

The court granted the de-
fense motion for a fitness 
exam and all matters were 
continued. Buchanan was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

Other individuals appear-
ing for the Nov. 15 court call 
included: 

IN CUSTODY
nDaniel C. Barrett, 38, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared 
in custody for missing a pre-
vious court date, and is now 
serving a jail sentence for 
his Class 3 felony retail theft 
conviction and a Class 4 fel-
ony obstruction of justice 
conviction. 

In another case, Barrett 
told the court he will hire an 
attorney for his unresolved 
Class 4 felony theft and 
Class A misdemeanor theft 
charges. That matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. He was remanded to 
custody. 
nRobert W. Crowder, 38, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
2 felony bribery and a Class 4 
felony obstruction of justice. 
Bond was set at $12,000. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. He was 
remanded to custody pend-
ing posting of bond. 

His Class 4 felony aggra-
vated driving while license is 
revoked conviction was con-
tinued for a sentencing sta-
tus hearing. His unresolved 
Class 2 felony unlawful de-
livery of methamphetamine 
conspiracy and a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine charges were 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. 

In another matter, 
Crowder’s unresolved charge 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
resisting a police officer and 
a Class A misdemeanor theft 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remand-
ed to custody pending post-
ing of bond. 
nJacob M. Cunningham, 

25, Crawfordsville, Ind., ap-

Fitness evaluation for Buchanan
peared in custody on a war-
rant for his arrest for missing 
a previous court appearance. 
He dismissed his attor-
ney and pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge and was sentenced 
to one year of conditional 
discharge, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
In exchange for the plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding 
charge. 
nTerry L. Lavanway, 48, 

Paris, appeared in custo-
dy and was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor violation of 
a bail bond. Bond was set at 
$5,000. The public defender 
was appointed and the mat-
ter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel. 

Lavanway was ordered to 
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim or the victim’s 
residence and was remanded 
to custody pending posting 
of bond. 
nAnthony Michael Little, 

40, Hume, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with 
a Class 2 felony aggravated 
domestic battery, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery. Bond was 
set at $10,000. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. 

Little was ordered to have 
no contact with the apparent 
victim or the residence and 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nCourtney J. Mills, 24, 

Charleston, appeared in 
custody of the Coles Coun-
ty Sheriff Department. She 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class 2 felony possession 
of a controlled substance in 
a penal institution, a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor endangerment 
of a child charges. Bond was 
reduced to $6,000 from the 
original bond of $12,000. 
The matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference. She 
was remanded to custody.  
nKenneth E. Parsons, 43, 

West Terre Haute, Ind., ap-
peared in custody, waived 
the preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to two 
counts of a Class 2 felony 
burglary, two counts of a 
Class 3 felony theft, a Class 4 
felony obstruction of justice 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
theft charges. The matter was 
continued for a negotiated 

plea agreement. He was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nAaron W. Umberger, 31, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine. Bond 
was reduced to $7,500 from 
the original bond of $15,000 
and a negotiated plea agree-
ment hearing was scheduled. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nRichard T. Wells, 25, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
He was charged with a Class 
4 felony resisting a police 
officer and a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer. The public defender 
was appointed and the mat-
ter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. He was 
remanded to custody pend-
ing posting of bond. 

CHARGES
nHeather D. Johnson, 43, 

Paris, was presented with an 
amended petition to revoke 
her conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A mis-
demeanor driving on a sus-
pended license conviction. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed, and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nCari E. Hamm Johnson, 

41, Paris, was presented with 
a petition to revoke her pro-
bation sentence for a Class 4 
felony possession of a con-
trolled substance conviction. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nJessica F. Shelton, 29, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke her condi-
tional discharge sentence for 
a Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving while license is re-
voked conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel.
nJames W. Kindred, 23, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine. The 
public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing. 
nCody A. Rigdon, 29, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor reckless con-
duct and a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. 

GUILTY PLEAS
nTravis G. Board, 29, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor battery 
charge. He was sentenced 
to one year of conditional 
discharge, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
He was ordered to have no 
contact with the apparent 
victim or the victim’s resi-
dence. 
nManuella Luna, 22, Ko-

komo, Ind., entered a nego-
tiated guilty plea agreement 
to a Class B misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing and a 
Class A misdemeanor crim-
inal damage to property. He 
was sentenced to 90 days in 
jail with credit for 19 days 
served with the remaining 
52 days subject to a motion 
to vacate, two years of condi-
tional discharge, court costs 
and various state fees. In ex-
change for the plea, the state 
dismissed a Class 1 felony 
burglary and a Class 4 felony 
criminal trespassing charges.
nTaylor V. Perisho, 28, 

Charleston, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. 
She was sentenced to one 
year of conditional dis-
charge, a $400 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nDakota B. Furry, 23, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor criminal 
damage to property charges. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled. 
nRebecca Louise Ray, 25, 

Marshall, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of drugs. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. 
nPhillip E. L. Stapp, 26, 

Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 3 felony 
delivery of cannabis and a 
Class 4 felony possession of 
cannabis charges. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled. 

OTHER MATTERS
nMaranda A. Sohaski, 20, 

Paris, learned the state will 
not prosecute her for a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance charge. 
The case was closed. 

WARRANTS 
Warrants were prepared 

and issued when the follow-
ing individuals failed to an-
swer the court call: Leslie K. 
Dunagan, 36, Kansas; Kasey 
N. Razmus, 35, Chrisman; 
and Diane C. Ward, 29, Ho-
mer. 

COURT

Marriage licenses issued during October
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorder’s Office issued 
the following marriage licens-
es during October: Ernest 
Garet Tessman and Morgan 
Elizabeth Kelsheimer, both of 
Paris; Charles Andrew Bond 
and Nicole Marie McCoy, 
both of Paris; Dakota Edward 
Shane Hovis and Marissa Lyn 
Hall, both of Effingham; Wil-
liam Chesterton Thompson 
of Metcalf and Sheila Lee 
Treasure of Oakland; Chris-
topher Michael Brewer and 
Madison Blair Turner-Bailey, 
both of Paris; Caleb Ralph 
Middlemas and Beth Ann 
Montgomery, both of Chris-
man; Joshua Dale Kolojeski 

of Blaine, Minn., and Jessica 
Marie Walker of Charleston, 
Minn.; Gregory Keith Cline 
and Jessica Jill Clark, both 
of Paris; Patrick Trey Pars-
ley and Brittany Joyce Win-
nigham, both of Marshall; 
Layn Allen Ray White and 
Ashley Marie Rife, both of 
Danville; Zachary Raymond 
Claypool and Jessica Lee 
Uselman, both of Paris; Tony 
Lee Bray of Terre Haute, Ind., 
and Amy Christine Haworth 
of Paris; Ryan Scott Getting-
er and Kayla Ann Bridgewa-
ter, both of Danville; Terry 
Michael Rogers and Laken 
Dee Pennington, both of Par-
is; Carter Allen Metcalf and 
Brittany Leann Garwood, 

both of Paris; Brandon An-
thony Groover and Madison 
Drew Lynch, both of Paris; 
Leroy John Schmitt and Wen-
di Sue Wells, both of Paris; 
Dustin Eugene Meinecke 
and Carol Ann Lawlyes, both 
of Chrisman; Andrew Lee 
Clawson and Audrey Eliza-
beth LeClaire, both of West 
Terre Haute, Ind.; Dusten 
Thomas Jamison of Sibley 
and Jennifer Jean White of 
Gibson City; Christopher 
William Miller and Karissa Jo 
Gobin, both of Paris; Tommy 
Lee Fink and Rachel Lynn 
West, both of Terre Haute, 
Ind.; and Blake Alexander 
Beals and Katerine Ann Lynn 
Harris, both of Chrisman.

www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE  
IS FREE —  

& NOW DELIVERED  
SATURDAYS 

OR 24/7. 
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

We have Cremation Mausoleums

Date April 8 2016
At Knights of Columbus Hall
 
Price $9.00 adult  $6.00 kids
 
Altrusa $2.00/each
 
Dine in, Carry out or Drive 
thru

Paris Rotary

Paris High School Cafeteria
14040 E. 1200th Rd., Paris

Desserts 
by PHS 
Interact 

Club 
for a 

free will 
donation

Fish Fry FUNDRAISER

$11.00 - Adults/carry outs
$6.00 - Children (12 & under)

Menu
Fish

Chicken Strips,
Mini Shrimp
Steak Fries,

Potato Salad,
Cole Slaw,

Applesauce,s
Baked Beans

Paris Rotary
November 30, 2018

4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Come support the Paris Rotary 
Club & PHS Interact Club and

enjoy an incredible meal!

Don’t miss out on the 
all-you-can-eat 

buffet prepared by Country Rhodes! 
Country Rhoads has been 

exercising their remarkable fish 
frying expertise for over 15 years

Jeff Richey
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Ford

FORD SALUTES THOSE WHO SERVE
A special offer for Military personnel plus 
all veterans. Get additional bonus cash for 
a limited time. Up to$1000.00. Expires 11/30/2018

OWEN SWITZER
MARSHALL – Owen 

D. Switzer, 82, of Marshall, 
passed away at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 17, 2018, at Union 
Hospital, Terre Haute, Ind.

All services are private. 
Pearce Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Online condolences at 
www.pearcefuneralservices.
com.

SHARON SPENCER
Sharon Lee Spencer, 76, 

of Paris, passed away at 6:15 
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018, 

at Pleasant 
Meadow Se-
nior Living, 
C h r i s m a n . 
She was a 
s e l f - e m -
ployed care-
giver for 
many years 

and had previously worked at 
the former Zenith Corpora-
tion of Paris.

Services and interment are 
private. Templeton Funeral 
Home of Paris is assisting with 
arrangements.

Mrs. Spencer was born 
March 20, 1942, at Evansville, 
Ind., the daughter of the late 
Rev. Ruel G. and Evelee Morris 
Braswell.

 Survivors include four chil-
dren, Robin (Pastor Brad) 
Porter of Dana, Ind., Rhonda 
(Cliff) Murray of Paris, Scott 
Spencer of Paris and Bobbie 
Sue (Russell) Rutter of Rock-
ville, Ind.; a sister, Dorothy 
Jenkins of Decatur; 12 grand-
children; and 18 great-grand-
children. 

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Bill Braswell; and 
a sister, Peggy Elledge.

Mrs. Spencer attended Paris 
First Church of the Nazarene 
in her younger years. She loved 
spending time with her family, 
especially her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Pleasant Meadows Se-
nior Living.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

SPENCER

CHERYLN SAITER
Cheryln Lynn Saiter, 62, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:11 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 19, 2018, at her 

residence. 
A celebra-

tion of life 
service is 4 
p.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 26, 
at Chrisman 
Church of 
the Nazarene, 

with the Rev. Carol Hasler and 
Pastor Cory Swinderman of-
ficiating. Interment is private 
in Olive Branch Cemetery, 
Clark County, at a later date. 
Visitation is from 2 p.m. until 
the service time Monday at the 
church. Templeton Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.tem-
pletonfuneralhome.com.

SAITER

JEFFREY REAMES
Jeffrey Eugene Reames, 

58, of Paris, and formerly of 
Marysville, Ohio, passed away 
at 9:20 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
21, 2018, at Horizon Health 
Paris Community Hospital.

Visitation is from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 27, at Temple-
ton Funeral Home. Private in-
terment is at a later date.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the ECCF D.O.-It 
Cancer Support Group.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

PEGGY POORE
Peggy Jean Poore, 81, of 

Paris, passed away at 11:35 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 15, 2018, 

at Twin Lakes 
Rehab and 
Hea l t h c a re 
in Paris. She 
was retired 
after working 
several years 
as a cashier at 
Kroger’s.

All services are private. In-
terment in Grandview Ceme-
tery is at a later date. Temple-
ton Funeral Home is in charge 
of the arrangements.

Ms. Poore was born May 31, 
1937, at Paris, the daughter of 
the late John and Millie New-
man Henson.

Survivors include three 
daughters, Elizabeth (Chris) 
Morris of Paris, Beth (Jim) 
Starr of Paris and Allison (Pe-
ter) Vadopalas of Des Plaines; 
her stepmother, Betty Hen-
son of Paris; two brothers, Joe 
(Yollie) Henson of Paris and 
Jimmy (Christie) Henson of 
Brownsville, Texas; a sister, 
Shirley Yeargin of Paris; six 
grandchildren, Rene, Lindsey, 
Michael, Adam, Matthew and 
John; as well as 10 great-grand-
children, Adyson, Hayden, 
Kandrey, Caide, Kassidy, 
Hayleigh, Shayleigh, Shiyha, 
Hayston and Graisen. 

She was preceded in death 
by a brother-in-law, Howard 
Yeargin.

Ms. Poore was a faith-
ful member of St. Margaret 
Mary’s Catholic Church, Terre 
Haute, Ind. She was an avid 
gardener, a voracious reader 
and a world traveler. She will 
be remembered as an advocate 
for the needy and an angel to 
everyone she met. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to St. Margaret Mary’s 
Catholic Church or to Dobb's 
Park Nature Center, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Online condolences at 
www.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

POORE

WAYNE MARTIN
MARSHALL – Wayne E. 

Martin, 71, of Denham, La., 
and formerly of Marshall, 
passed away Monday, Nov. 
19, 2018, at Baptist Hospi-
tal, Southaven, Miss.

A memorial service is 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
1, at the Clarksville Baptist 
Church, with Bro. Jeff Lop-
er officiating. Burial is in the 
Clarksville Cemetery. Vis-
itation is from 10 a.m. until 
the service time Saturday at 
the church. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.com.

TRAVIS JOHNSON SR.
Travis Johnson Sr., 72, of 

Paris, passed away at 11:45 
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2018, 

at Carle 
Foundation 
H o s p i t a l , 
Urbana.  

A ser-
vice was 
6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
Nov. 21, 
at Stewart 
and Car-
roll Funeral 
Home. Visi-

tation was from 4 to 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, at the funeral 
home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

JOHNSON

CHARLES HUNTER
Charles N. Hunter, 76, of 

Paris, passed away at 10:30 
p.m., Friday Nov. 16, 2018, in 

Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

Following 
cremation, a 
private grave-
side service 
with military 
honors in Ed-
gar Cemetery 
is at a later 
date. A public 
celebration 

of life is from 4 to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Nov. 30, at Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Camp Lions for 
the Deaf and Blind, in care of 
the funeral home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com

HUNTER

VANESSA GOSSETT
DANA, Ind. – Vanessa 

Ann Gossett, 26, of Dana, 
Ind., passed away at 8:53 

a.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 20, 
2018, in the 
e m e r g e n -
cy room at 
Union Hos-
pital, Clin-
ton, Ind. 

A funer-
al service is 1 p.m. EST 
today, Nov. 24, at Over-
peck-Gooch Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Marvin Mill-
er officiating. Visitation is 
from 11 a.m. until the ser-
vice time today at the funer-
al home.

Miss Gossett was born 
April 2, 1992, at Clinton, 
the daughter Jerry Gossett 
and Shari Davis Gossett.  

Survivors include her 
mother of Dana; paternal 
grandmother, Janice Def-
fenbaugh; and several aunts, 
uncles and cousins.  

She was preceded in 
death by her father; mater-
nal grandparents, Earl and 
Jackie Davis; and paternal 
grandfather, Frank D. Def-
fenbaugh.   

Miss Gossett was a 2011 
graduate of South Vermil-
lion High School, graduat-
ed with an associate degree 
from Ivy Tech Community 
College and was a senior at 
Indiana State University.  

Online condolences at 
www.goochfuneralhome.
com.

GOSSETT

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 
— The company that owns a 
duck boat that sank on a Mis-
souri lake in the summer, kill-
ing 17 people, has settled the 
first of several lawsuits filed in 
the accident.

William Bright, 65, and his 
63-year-old wife, Janice, of 
Higginsville, Missouri, were 
among those killed in the July 
19 accident on Table Rock 
Lake. Their three adult daugh-
ters filed suit soon after.

Adam Graves, an attorney 
for the family, told the Kansas 
City Star the settlement with 
Ripley Entertainment was 
finalized Thursday, and his 
clients were satisfied with the 
settlement.

"One of the first things Rip-

ley said when they came into 
mediation was, 'We are a fam-
ily company, and we value fam-
ily,'" he said.

Terms were not disclosed. A 
Ripley spokeswoman declined 
immediate comment.

Three others named in the 
suit will remain defendants. 
They are Ride the Ducks In-
ternational LLC, a division of 
Ripley; the captain of the duck 
boat, Kenneth Scott McKee; 
and the driver on land, Robert 
Williams, who died when the 
boat sank.

The amphibious boat 
known as Stretch Duck 07 
went down amid turbulent 
waters as a strong storm hit 
the Branson area. The duck 
boat tours begin on land with a 

tour of the town known for its 
country music shows before a 
short excursion on Table Rock 
Lake.

A federal grand jury this 
month indicted McKee. He is 
accused of several violations 
of federal law overseeing boat 
captains, including not proper-
ly assessing incoming weather 
before taking the boat out on 
water, failing to tell passengers 
to use flotation devices, and 
other violations. The federal 
investigation is ongoing.

The Brights were visiting 
Branson for their 45th wed-
ding anniversary. The lawsuit 
said the company and opera-
tors of the boat had warning 
that a storm was approaching 
when the boat entered the lake 

Duck boat company settles with Missouri 
family after Table Rock Lake accident

at 6:55 p.m., about 20 minutes 
after the National Weather Ser-
vice had issued a severe storm 
warning for the Branson area

The lawsuit is among several 
filed over the accident. Nine of 
the victims were from one In-
dianapolis family. In addition 
to the Brights and Williams, 
other victims included a cou-
ple from the St. Louis area, an 
Illinois woman who was taking 
her granddaughter on a trip to 
Branson and a father and son 
from Arkansas.

Seven others were injured.



Editor, The Prairie Press:
It is, as it has always been in the United 

States, fine for people to have differences 
of opinion about things, but to blatantly 
ignore the truth of a situation in order to 
make someone you hate look bad is despi-
cable.  President Trump missed the first 
WWI commemorative service for safety 
and logistical reasons.  The weather turned 
bad enough that the helicopter which 
was supposed to take him to the service 
could not safely fly.  That left a two-and 
a- half-hour car trip with the president’s 
cavalcade which would have necessitated 
the closing of numerous roads and high-
ways upon virtually a moment’s notice, 
a choice the Secret Service deemed both 
too dangerous and too disrupting to the 
French people. The media was well aware 
of those facts, but chose instead to portray 
the president as uncaring and disrespectful 
of those who lost their lives in WWI. His 
arrival at the second ceremony was not late, 
but simply after the rest of the crowd for 
security reasons. Like him or not, President 
Donald Trump is the most powerful man 
in the world, and the security around him 
is tighter than that of most other countries’ 
leaders.

As for the Jim Acosta affair, anyone who 
has watched many of the White House daily 
briefings knows that Acosta is belligerent, 
disrespectful to the milieu of the White 
House as well as to the office of the presi-
dency, and often talks over other reporters, 
refusing to give up the microphone so that 
others can ask questions. Even other major 
news reporters have said that if the President 
of the United States asks you to give up the 
microphone, you give up the microphone.  
Some people have manners.  Jim Acosta 
does not.

According to lawyers at the Office of 
Legal Counsel, Mr. Whitaker’s designation 
as Acting Attorney General falls under 
the 1998 Vacancies Reform Act 5 U.S. C. 
3345(a) which gives three ways by which 
a Senate-confirmed vacancy may be filled.  
The third of these is: “the President may 
designate an officer or employee within 
the same agency to perform the functions 
and duties of the vacant office, provided 
that he or she has been in the agency for at 
least 90 days” which makes Matt Whitaker’s 
appointment as Acting Attorney General 
perfectly legal.

As for allegations of irregularities in the 
Florida election, it is difficult not to suspect 
foul play when votes continue to mysteri-
ously appear every couple of hours after the 
deadline for the total count to be reported 
to the state. Also, why were Republicans 
not allowed to observe the open counting 
of ballots?  What ballots were in the box 
discovered by a teacher in an elementary 
school?  Why were ballots discovered in a 
rental car?  Why was a woman who had de-
stroyed ballots in a primary election in 2016 
to allow Debbie Wasserman-Shultz to win 
still allowed to oversee the voting process in 
Broward County?

As for President Trump acting above 
the law, I would love to have some specific 
examples of that.  Unlike President Obama, 
he has not negotiated poor agreements with 
hostile nations (which by law should have 
been treaties approved by the Senate) that 
required our giving them plane loads of U.S. 
dollars and Euros in return for not building 
a nuclear bomb. . . yet, and other agreements 
they have already broken.  That, my dear, is 
acting above the law.

JANE WITMER
Paris

President Trump is God’s chosen 
man for recognizing Jerusalem
Editor, The Prairie Press:

In response to Anita Griffith’s letter to 
you paper on Nov. 17, 2018, the following is 
submitted.

President Trump is a businessman, not 
a career politician. Unlike many politi-
cians, he gets things done. In observing his 
accomplishments to date, it is obvious he 
is a man of the people, not the politicians. 
This is probably the first strike against him. 
His agenda does not follow party protocols 
per se, but he does take everything under 
consideration with his advisors.
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I had the pleasure of 
meeting several Demo-
cratic women candidates 

from Lake 
County 
during the 
Illinois 
State 
Fair last 
summer. 
Sen. Me-
linda Bush 
(D-Grays-
lake) was 
showing 

them around town and 
brought them to a recep-
tion I was attending. 

Those candidates were 
positively joyful. They 
seemed genuinely thrilled 
to be running for office. 
Only one had ever run for 
something before. The 
rest felt compelled to get 
involved after the 2016 
election.

Sen. Bush brought 10 
women with her to Spring-
field and she said four of 
them went on to win their 
respective races. Well, 
maybe three, but Bush 
is optimistic that Mary 
Edley-Allen will wind 
up defeating appointed 
Rep. Helene Miller Walsh 
(R-Mundelein). Edley-Al-
len is ahead by two votes 
as I write this, with more 
to count.

Joyce Mason, the only 
candidate who’d run for 
office before and who 
defeated Rep. Sheri Jesiel 
by more than 1,000 votes, 
was also at the event as 
were two county board 
candidates who appear to 
have won, Jessica Vealitzek 
and Julie Simpson. The 
county board flipped from 
Republican to Democratic 
control for the first time 
ever, and those two candi-
dates were crucial to that 
effort. Two other women 
candidates who didn’t 
make the trip to Spring-
field both won countywide 

Lake Land is grateful for fantastic people, generosity and new food pantry

Josh Bullock, president
Lake Land College 

As we enter the season of gratitude, 
please accept my sincere thanks for 
all you do for Lake Land College. 
Whether you hire our graduates, 
educate our future students, partner 
with us on training and community 
outreach or give to the Foundation, 
your contributions are essential to 
the success of Lake Land College and 
our students. 

Our success stories can be seen 
throughout campus and in our com-
munities. As we talk with alumni we 
find they all share a common belief−
their success started at Lake Land 
College. These stories are at the heart 
of our new “Thanks, Lake Land” 
campaign that kicks off this week 
at lakelandcollege.edu/thanks. In 
upcoming weeks, we will be sharing 
individual stories from our alumni, 
partners and students. We invite you 
to be a part of the campaign by shar-
ing your story on social media using 
the hashtag #ThanksLakeLand. You 
can also join us by displaying a yard 
sign or window cling in your home 
or business. Details on how to get 
involved are available at lakelandcol-
lege.edu/thanks. 

My #ThanksLakeLand story begins 

with the incredible opportunity to 
serve as president of one of the best 
colleges in the country. I am grateful 
for the solid academic foundation the 
college provided my two daughters, 
who both graduated from Lake Land 
and successfully transferred to fine 
Illinois public universities. I am also 
thankful to work with outstanding 
colleagues and students in a family 
atmosphere. 

Our faculty and staff are known 
for going above and beyond to help 
students who are struggling. One 
recent example of this is the way in 
which we are able to address some of 
our students’ needs for basic neces-
sities through the new Laker Food 
Pantry. With a generous donation to 
the Lake Land College Foundation, 
the college was able to open the food 
pantry on campus in collaboration 
with the Eastern Illinois Foodbank. 

To continue this spirit of generos-
ity, the Lake Land College Founda-
tion and Alumni Board are issuing a 
Laker Challenge to all of us on Giv-
ing Tuesday, set for November 27. 
The challenge is simple — give $5. 

Gifts can be made securely online by 
looking for the “Give” button on the 
top right hand corner of the college 
website. All gifts collected on Giving 
Tuesday will go toward the Laker 
Food Pantry.

While $5 may seem minimal, the 
potential impact is amazing. In fact, if 
each Lake Land College Alumni who 
lives in Illinois gave $5, we could sup-
ply the Laker Food Pantry with food 
for our students and their families for 
more than one year. Food insecurity 
is a real issue among our students 
and I am truly humbled to think that 
students are often forced to choose 
between school related expenses and 
food. It is inspiring to consider that if 
we all participate in the Laker Chal-
lenge we can ensure our hard-work-
ing students and their families do not 
go without food. 

We are truly thankful to be your 
community college and have the 
opportunity to impact so many lives. 
This season, I encourage you to give 
thanks for every person or organi-
zation that has positively impacted 
your life. We welcome you to share 
your #ThanksLakeLand story and 
tell us how Lake Land has changed 
your life. I, for one, look forward to 
hearing your story!  

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

College president gives thanks

The hard 
work pays 
off for the 
women

Media continues 
to misrepresent 
the president
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Now that the dust has settled 
and the title game has come and 
gone as well as the beginning of 

winter athletics at 
Paris High School, 
it is time to say a 
huge thank you.  

The Tiger Pride 
this past fall, as 
well as the spirit of 
our community, 
was very palpa-
ble and that is a 
testament to all 
of our great Tiger 
football fans.

The list to thank is endless, but 
I want to mention a few, even at 
the risk of leaving some out. It 
is important that everyone who 
supported our program in some 
way knows they are so appreciated. 
Whether it was providing a meal, 
buying a Tiger Card or cheering us 
on, etc., we will forever be thankful.

Beginning with Paris High 
School, the support we received 
from the school was second to 
none.  

I still remember meeting Steve 
Eitel, Creighton Tarr and Dave 
Meister for the first time. I knew 
from the get go they were adamant 
about building a football program 
here the community could be 
proud of, and I'm grateful they 
asked me to lead it. We all agreed 
creating a culture of positivity and 

accountability was important.
The administrative team of 

Lorraine Bailey, Carolyn Jones and 
Mark Cox showed unwavering 
support. They lead all facets of our 
school extremely well, and their 
support for all of our students, staff 
and especially our program makes 
coming to work everyday so easy.

Support from athletic director 
and friend Coach Creighton Tarr 
was important. I appreciate every-
day working with a guy that shares 
the same wants and expectations 
for our programs. As a coach, it's 
even more valuable that he takes 
care of a lot of the daily things 
so we as a staff can worry about 
coaching.

Thank you to Mark Sullivan and 
Kevin Grant for your dedication to 
maintaining and making our field 
look incredible. The things that 
seem like little things are actually 
the big things that make a high 
school football program big time.  

The faculty and staff at Paris 
High School gave encouragement 
to our kids in many ways. 
Brett Block’s undying spirit 

rallied our Pack and she organized 
pep rallies. 
Kevin Pruiett and Jessica 

Hendrickson leading the best band 
in the land helped electrify our 
stadium on Friday nights and now 
on Saturday afternoons as well. 
You are incredible at what you do. 

I love the passion you have for you 
program.
Coach Pia Krieger, her staff and 

all of the cheerleaders were there, 
regardless of the weather, ready to 
lead the cheering of your Tigers.

Gratitude to game day personnel 
is not limited to the guys in the 
press box, and also includes the 
chain gang workers, Paul Ricketts 
and Chip and Beth Keys, along 
with the parents of the Paris Youth 
Football Association for running 
the concession stand.

I want to thank again Chip Keys 
and all of his coaches that work 
with our junior football program. I 
am so grateful for our relationship 
in building better young people as 
well as developing football players 
that will make our school and town 
proud. The days Chip and Steve 
Eitel are out working at Tiger Stadi-
um are invaluable as well.

To the area churches that pro-
vided our team pregame meals, the 
service and hospitality along with 
the message have meant more to 
our program than any of the partic-
ipants will ever know. Along these 
lines, I want to say a huge thank you 
to Joe and Sheila Keys (Paris foot-
ball's first family) for their support 
of our program. Their giving and 
willingness to make our kids feel 
special about what they do is just 
awesome.

See COACH Page 7A

Thanks to Tigers fans, staff

See MILLER, Page 7A

See LETTERS, Page 7A

JEREMY
CLODFELDER
GUEST 
COLUMN
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TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON OCTOBER 27, 2016, FOR 
GENERALTAXES FOR THE YEAR 2015 AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF RE-
DEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE EXPIRES MAY 6, 2019. TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A PETI-
TION FOR ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF TAX DEEDS HAS BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVE-
SAID CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED PARCELS BY EDGAR COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND 
THAT ON MAY 24, 2019 AT 1:15 PM, SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A 
TAX DEED ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVESAID PARCEL NOT REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE MAY 6, 
2019. /S/ EDGAR COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS: 115 W COURT ST, ROOM J, PARIS, IL 61944
TELEPHONE: (217) 466-7433

Parcel Number Owners/Parties Interested Cert Number Street Or Common Address
06-17-15-307-002 WIGGINS CHARLES 150012
06-17-15-307-002 WIGGINS, CHARLES NICHOLAS 150012
06-17-15-307-003 WIGGINS CHARLES 150013 6229 E 733 N RD
06-17-15-307-003 WIGGINS, CHARLES NICHOLAS 150013 6229 E 733 N RD
06-17-15-309-002 MAY PAUL R 150014 6212 E 733 N RD
06-17-15-309-002 MAY, PAUL MICHAEL 150014 6212 E 733 N RD
06-17-15-309-002 WIGGINS CHARLES 150014 6212 E 733 N RD
09-13-35-476-004 ESLINGER EDNA 150029 801 WEST END AVE
09-13-35-476-004 ESLINGER, RONALD EUGENE 150029 801 WEST END AVE
09-13-36-378-009 THOMAS ERIC 150035 209 KIMBLE ST
09-13-36-378-009 THOMAS, ERIC RYAN 150035 209 KIMBLE ST
09-14-31-354-007 BUTLER CARROLL E 150042 607 DILL AVE
09-14-31-354-007 REAL TAX DEVELOPERS 150042 607 DILL AVE
09-14-31-354-007 BUTLER, CARROLL EUGENE 150042 607 DILL AVE
09-18-01-252-004 BANK OF CASEY TRUST LT42

NKA REGIONS BANK BY ACQUISITION
150051 124 N MAIN ST

09-18-12-127-008 GILBERT KRISTI SUE 150070 1006 S CENTRAL ST
09-18-12-127-008 AMERN GENERAL FINANCIAL SERVICES 

INC C/O SPRINGLEAF HOME EQUITY 
150070 1006 S CENTRAL ST

09-18-12-213-005 SUDDUTH JAMES W JR 150083 212 E MONROE ST
09-18-12-213-005 REAL TAX DEVELOPERS 150083 212 E MONROE ST
09-18-12-403-001 DILLON RITA 150090 1704 MICHIGAN AVE
09-18-12-403-001 DILLON, RITA 150090 1704 MICHIGAN AVE
09-18-12-403-001 LANDSAW ARON 150090 1704 MICHIGAN AVE
09-18-12-403-001 LANDSAW, ARON LEE 150090 1704 MICHIGAN AVE
11-03-35-130-007 STACEY DORA

HEIRS AND DEVISEES
150097 414 W MADISON AVE

11-03-35-130-007 AMOS FINANCIAL LLC 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 REAL TAX DEVELOPERS 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 RECTOR, FRED NATHANIEL 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 BAUGH, MELVIN WAYNE 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 BAUGH, MELVIN 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 STACEY, TOM L 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 STACEY, STEVEN EARL 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 STACEY, WILLIE 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 STACEY, BOBBY EUGENE 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 HOOKER, EVELYN MARIE 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-130-007 STACEY, DEBORAH S 150097 414 W MADISON AVE
11-03-35-177-003 MALOVSKI, SADEDIN 150098 216 S IDAHO ST
11-03-35-177-003 REAL TAX DEVELOPERS 150098 216 S IDAHO ST
11-03-35-256-006 HOLBROOK BRAD E 150103 206 S INDIANA ST
11-03-35-256-006 HOLBROOK GENA M 150103 206 S INDIANA ST
11-03-35-256-006 DENNIS, MICHAEL JAY 150103 206 S INDIANA ST
11-03-35-256-006 HOLBROOK, BRAD EUGENE 150103 206 S INDIANA ST
11-03-35-256-006 HOLBROOK, GENA MICHELLE 150103 206 S INDIANA ST
11-03-35-256-006 DENNIS, KATHLEEN ANNETTE 150103 206 S INDIANA ST
13-19-12-353-005 FIRST BANK & TRUST 893-078

C/O MATTINGLY TONY
150106 303 EDGAR ST

13-19-12-353-005 FIRST BANK AND TRUST, SB, 
TRUSTEETRUST NO 893-078

150106 303 EDGAR ST

13-19-12-356-007 GRIFFIN GEORGE ECB&T 150107 116 PINE ST
13-19-12-356-007 CASH MARY AKA SHUMAKER MARY E 150107 116 PINE ST
13-19-12-356-007 FIRST BANK & TRUST SB 150107 116 PINE ST
13-19-12-356-007 CASH, MARY 150107 116 PINE ST
13-19-12-386-004 CHRISTOPHER JOE 150108 200 MAIN ST
13-19-12-386-004 CHRISTOPHER CYNTHIA 150108 200 MAIN ST
13-19-12-386-004 CHRISTOPHER, CYNTHIA D 150108 200 MAIN ST
13-19-12-386-004 CHRISTOPHER, JOSEPH WESLEY SR 150108 200 MAIN ST
13-19-12-386-008 MILLER ROSCOE 150109 507 OAK ST
13-19-12-386-008 MILLER, CHARLES ROSCOE 150109 507 OAK ST
15-02-34-229-004 CORNETT CHARLOTTE

C/O CORNETTE GREG
150117 107 E DOUGLAS ST

15-02-34-232-001 BELL ANITA 150119 509 WEST ST
15-02-34-232-001 BELL, ANITA R 150119 509 WEST ST

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE NO. 
2016TX1(1): TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, TO THEIR UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND TO ALL INTERESTED 
DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES THEREOF, INCLUDING AMONG OTHERS EDGAR COUNTY 
CLERK , EDGAR COUNTY TREASURER , EDGAR COUNTY STATE'S ATTORNEY , ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, ILLINOIS DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, ILLINOIS 
DEPT OF REVENUE, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPT OF HEALTHCARE 
& FAMILY SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL COUNSEL, CITY OF CHRISMAN, CITY OF KANSAS, 
CITY OF PARIS, VILLAGE OF METCALF, AND TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:

SHOW STARTS  AT  3PM

ADULTS $15      SENIORS $13   CHILDREN $10

Tickets at www.pcofa.net or Prospect Bank or Box Office

 14040 E. 1200th Road. Paris, Illinois 61944

S C O T T  W A T T L E S  B A N D  
R O C K  ' N  R O L L

C H R I S T M A S
With the PARIS & MATTOON

HIGH SCHOOL CHOIRS

1st Mid
Bank &
Trust

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is provided by Steve and Faye Eitel
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races, Robin O’Connor 
(clerk) and Holly Kim 
(treasurer).

Sen. Bush helped found 
an organization called the 
Lake County Democratic 
Independent Women on 
Oct. 30, 2017. She said she 
sent out some emails and 
started a Facebook page.

Women came out of the 
woodwork after the 2016 
election and Bush wanted 
to help them focus their 
enthusiasm on actually win-
ning races and then holding 
on to those seats down the 

road.
The group has an office 

and a field director and 
members meet once a 
month. A “pink wave” gar-
den party fundraiser pulled 
in $15,000 and Bush said 
people told her at the event 
that it felt like “coming to 
a wedding, everyone is so 
happy.”

When Bush first won her 
own Senate seat in 2012, 
her district and both of its 
attached House districts 
were held by Republicans. 
Now, with Rep. Jesiel’s 
defeat, all three legislators 
are Democratic.

Things are definitely 

changing in Lake County, 
but they didn’t necessarily 
change on their own. The 
House Democrats did their 
part by pumping in tons of 
money and staff over the 
months but Mason was also 
helped by that indepen-
dent women’s group. The 
House Democrats got into 
the Miller Walsh race late, 
but Edley-Allen had taken 
the group’s training and 
had already been walk-
ing precincts for months. 
“These were areas where we 
weren’t supposed to win,” 
Bush said.

Sen. Bush said that while 
House Speaker Michael 

Madigan is likely pleased 
that he has two more Dem-
ocratic seats, she cautioned 
that both women are inde-
pendent Democrats. 

Bush said she doesn’t 
just want to help people 
win elections, “I want to 
help them be really good 
representatives.” She said 
her advice to all candidates 
is that they shouldn’t be 
thinking how their voting 
record in Springfield or on 
the county board would get 
them re-elected. Hard work 
back in the district will pay 
greater dividends. 

Bush should know. I jok-
ingly chided her during her 

freshman year in office for 
having such a liberal voting 
record while representing 
an area not known for its 
liberalism. But she won 
her last election by nine 
percentage points and is 
encouraging others to do 
what she does: Vote your 
conscience and work your 
tail off back home. So, even 
if you wind up losing, you 
can go out with no policy 
regrets.

That’s a refreshing atti-
tude in the suburbs, where 
Democratic candidates 
are generally cautioned 
to steer a far more mod-
erate, poll-tested course. 

But it’s not like the House 
Democrats need those two 
seats to retain their hold 
on Statehouse power. If 
nothing else, it could be an 
interesting experiment.

And Bush isn’t finished. 
She said 13 women have 
signed up for training in the 
upcoming municipal elec-
tions. “I’d like to see more 
of these in both parties,” 
she said of her organization.

I couldn’t agree more.
(Rich Miller is the editor 

of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitol-
fax@gmail.com.)

COACH
FROM PAGE 7A

Escorts from local emergen-
cy services, including the fire 
department, police depart-
ment, sheriff 's department 
and ambulance services, into 
town after such huge moments 
during our season were morale 
boosters.  Also, thank you 
to Chief Brian Gates and his 
men at the fire department 
for handling our Tiger Head 
Entrance Tunnel, regardless of 
the elements outside.

Thanks to the entire family 
at Joe's Pizza for the many 
meals and mostly the contin-
ued support since the day I 
arrived here.

Thank you to Tuscany for 

feeding our team during one of 
our playoff weeks.

A special thanks goes to 
Dalbey Designs for keeping up 
with all of the orders and put-
ting our community in Tiger 
gear week in and week out and 
also ONP for the same as well 
as keeping signs in and around 
the community.

Thank you to every busi-
ness that painted their store 
windows and to everyone who 
had a sign in their yard.

I want to give a huge shout 
out to the members of the 
1970 Apollo Conference 
Championship Team (Larry 
Jones) as well as the members 
of the 1963 Undefeated EI 
Conference Championship 
team (Bob Colvin and John 

Helfrich). A lot of teams in a 
lot of places would have some 
sort of jealousy toward a team 
like ours, but not you guys. 
You genuinely cheered us on 
during our journey and that 
goes to show Paris football 
isn't just a team, it's a program.

Thanks to the local media 
such as Jeff Chambers and 
the guys on the Paris Sports 
Network as well as the 
Prairie Press, and all of paper’s 
photographers, for giving our 
program and kids such great 
coverage.

Thank you very much to 
my own family. Thank you 
Erin, Abby, Jake and Skyler for 
putting up with me through 
the ups and downs of a season. 
I am truly grateful for you and 

your sacrifice of running kids 
to and fro and supporting me 
and our program.

The parents of the players 
deserve special thanks for 
getting kids to and from 
team functions, laundering 
uniforms and especially to the 
mothers for providing playoff 
morning breakfasts. Thank 
you again for inviting and 
including my mother as well. 

I want to thank the men that 
unselfishly commit their time 
to coach along side me. Our 
staff has continued to develop 
in many ways since our arrival, 
and I am extremely grateful 
that you choose to do this with 
me, not for me. The difference 
in young peoples lives you 
are making is incredible. The 

coaches’ families also deserve a 
thank you for the sacrifice and 
sharing their significant others 
with us.

To the players, I can't and 
will not ever be able to thank 
you enough. Your commit-
ment to excellence and pride 
is incredible. Thank you for 
your hours, sweat, blood, 
tears and even some broken 
bones. Thank you for being 
an example to others and 
your willingness to be a part 
of something bigger than your-
selves. I'm so proud of you and 
your accomplishments.

In closing, I again want to 
thank our fans for creating an 
atmosphere at our games that 
proves Paris knows how to 
football. 

I love pulling in and seeing 
the smoke from cooking, tents, 
tailgating, the orange fire truck 
along with the fireworks etc. 
It just shows your love of our 
kids and the pride you have 
for them, our team, our school 
and community. 

In a time that the game 
of football is under attack, I 
think people who are negative 
toward the game have it all 
wrong – look around Paris 
this past fall and people will 
see the game of football still 
has the ability to bring a town 
together.

(Jeremy Clodfelder is the 
head football coach at Paris 
High School. He just completed 
his third season as the Tiger 
coach.)

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 7A

I never dreamed I would ever 
see prophecy from the Holy 
Bible fulfilled before my very 
eyes. I submit to you that 
through President Trump 
that very thing has come 
true. 

On May 14, 1948, in Tel 
Aviv, Israel, Jewish Agency 
Chairman David Ben-Guri-
on declared the state of Israel 
existed in Palestine. She had 
no capital at this time. Presi-
dent Truman was in office.

Exactly 70 years later, to 
the day, President Trump 
declared the capital of Israel 
to be Jerusalem. He immedi-
ately transferred the U.S. Em-
bassy to a temporary facility 

there, adding resolution to 
his declaration.

No other president 
or world leader kept the 
promise made in the Balfour 
Declaration in 1917. Even 
with the involvement of the 
League of Nations, nothing 
was done. At one point, the 
Vatican came out in op-
position of an Israeli state. 
However, nothing could 
prevent Israel from having 
her capital of Jerusalem 
returned to her. After all, this 
is still God’s country. Those 
who oppose her have already 
lost the battle.

Now observe: 
May 14, 1948, Israel 

becomes a state President 
TRUMan

May 14, 2018, Jerusalem 

becomes the capital of Israel 
President TRUMp

Exactly 70 years to the day, 
a biblical prophetic number, 
President Trump did what 
had been promised concern-
ing Israel’s capital. He made 
it happen. 

A true man was present 
when Israel was born again. 
Seventy years later, God 
played his Trump card.

Whatever you say about 
President Trump, you must 
be very careful. He no doubt 
has been chosen by God 
for this very time in history. 
There is more, but it is not 
for you at this time. Watch 
and pray. 

This may be a non-sequi-
tur but John Cena is promot-
ing Love has no Labels. He 

wants us, as true American 
patriots, to love everyone, 
no matter how different they 
may be from us. We are to 
accept every belief, life style, 
ethnic background, ad nau-
seam. In effect, he is bashing 
Christians. This is actually 
coming from the Ad County, 
but I do not know who is 
really behind it for sure.

I was taught by my grand-
father not to hate, but to look 

for the good in everyone 
and everything. I asked him 
about Satan. He told me 
Satan is God’s devil. He can 
only do what God allows or 
causes him to do. Then God 
takes the results and turns 
them into something good. 
I was reminded of this when 
I read the hate-fomenting 
diatribe from the woman in 
Vermilion. Maybe she hasn’t 
gotten John Cena’s message 

yet. In any case, to love and 
hate the same thing is being 
double-minded. That’s also 
biblical.

I will continue to try and 
filter my thoughts and views 
through God’s word. I pray 
my Father is please with what 
I have submitted for your 
perusal.

Shalom.
JOHN “YOCHANAN” PRUIETT,

Paris
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Williams families Thursday 
and said he is a regular at the 
restaurant. “This is not nuked 
fast food, it’s good, home 
cooked food,” George ob-
served. “Ruthie’s been cooking 
forever.”

The Kelsheimers and Wil-
liams opted for the Pit Stop 
on the holiday to give Joy 
Kelsheimer a break on the hol-
iday. She has been carrying for 
her mother’s older brother.

“We just wanted to be able 
to go out and eat and not worry 
about anything,” she said. “We 
did call around and one place 
quoted us $25 per person. I 
called Tonya and told her to 
put us down for 12.”

Vitez said serving Thanks-
giving at the restaurant wasn’t 
just about selling food. “It is 
our way to thank everyone,” 
she said. “We wouldn’t be here 
if it weren’t for people coming 
in and supporting us.”

George noted it’s not unusu-
al to visit the restaurant and 
find three or four farm semis 
parked along the street.

“The farmers and drivers are 
awfully good to us,” Vitez said. 
Some of the farmers run a tab 
for their workers and come 
in and pay. “We make a lot of 
cheeseburgers,” she laughed.

Vitez said her older broth-
er, John Winschief, is also 
involved in the restaurant — 
even though he works fulltime 
in Danville. “He makes the best 
big cinnamon rolls,” she said. 
“We have people call and want 
to know if he’s made cinnamon 
rolls. They make a trip out here 
to get them.”

For the holiday feast Thurs-
day, Winschief prepared home-
made persimmon pudding 
with brandy sauce. “When he 
retires, he wants to become 
more involved here,” Vitez said.

During December, January 
and February, the restaurant 
does not offer a noon buffet 
but daily specials. “The farmers 
go to Florida or Arizona and 
it’s slow out here,” she said.

But that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t special events at the Pit 
Stop. Friday from 5-8 p.m. is 
all you can eat pan fried chick-
en and fish, she said. “Mom 
fries in a pan,” she said. On 

Sundays, a buffet is offered 
from 11-2 p.m., she said. “We 
have a lot of people who come 
here after church for Sunday 
dinner.”

It’s just not Edgar Coun-
ty people who patronize the 
restaurant. Visitors from as far 
away as California, Arkansas 
and Michigan have signed their 
names to the poster boards 
on the walls of the Pit Stop. 
“Sometimes they have relatives 
in the area and they stop,” Vitez 
said. “Sometimes they are just 
driving and seek the sign on 
Route 133.”

The Pit Stop also offers a spe-
cial social on the last Saturday 
of each month. In the summer, 
Vitez said an old-fashioned ice 
cream social is held. In the win-
ter — including today — it’s a 
soup social. Erwin makes a va-
riety of soups — sometimes by 
request — including chili. 

“Everyone can socialize and 
enjoy each other,” Vitez said.

The Pit Stop has been a god-
send for Erwin, Vitez said. “She 
rides out here with Cynthia 

PIT STOP
FROM PAGE 1A

in her father’s footsteps. 
She explained he has always 
worked in manufacturing 
and is currently employed by 
NAL.

She started Lakeland Col-
lege after graduating from Paris 
High School but didn’t like it 
in part because she was aim-
less and undecided about her 
future.

“This program has helped 
me set goals and stick to them,” 
said Little.

Burgess said the IWIB is 
concerned about many issues 
relating to the well-being of Il-

linois manufacturing and that 
includes encouraging young 
people to consider working at 
manufacturing facilities.

“Illinois manufacturers are 
facing a graying workforce, 
but the plan for how to re-
place them doesn’t exist every-
where,” said Burgess.

NAL president Kirk Gad-
berry thanked the apprentices 
for addressing the group that 
included company officials 
and representatives from the 
community.

“You’ve got a great opportu-
nity to make a career with us,” 
said Gadberry. “NAL is here to 
stay, and we want you to be a 
part of our future.”

NAL
FROM PAGE 1A

FIGHT
FROM PAGE 1A

90 days after the state decision 
to file the writ to the Supreme 
Court.

When the Supreme Court 
will decide to accept or reject 
the case is another unknown. 
Ogle said Reagan warned the 
group the court operates on 
its own clock.

The advantage to the local 

landowners is the petition and 
possible writ stops Ameren 
from moving ahead with em-
inent domain because the is-
sue is on appeal. Citizens Are 
Entitled to Due Process has 
been in this fight for five years.

Rose said the legislature 
recognized the wrong done 
to the local landowners by 
the process and have since 
amended the utilities act to 
require notification of every-

body possibly involved with 
placement of utility services.

“I’m a strict constitutional-
ist,” said Rose. “You can’t take 
people’s property without no-
tice and just compensation. If 
they go to the Supreme Court, 
I hope they win and stick it to 
Ameren.”

Ogle said the Nov. 21 meet-
ing was a morale boost to 
those involved that not only 
thanked Rose and the Farm 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – A decision 
about joining the City of Paris 
to install a water main along 
state Route 1 was tabled at the 
Monday, Nov. 19, Chrisman 
City Council meeting.

It was reported during 
the Nov. 5 city meeting that 
Paris is seeking funding to 
build a water line north to the 
Horace-Brocton Road. It is es-
timated for another $600,000 
the water line can go as far as 
the Route 1 and U.S. 36 inter-
section, just south of Chris-
man. By extending the line, 
Chrisman would purchase 
water from Paris and close 
down its own wells and scale 
back the water treatment op-
eration. 

Chrisman will not have 
any significant upfront ex-
penses although the city will 
reimburse the cost of the line 
over a period of time through 
monthly payments to Paris. 
The city is under the gun to 
make a decision since the Il-
linois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency imposed a one-
year deadline to resolve the 
issue of getting arsenic in the 
well water to within accept-
able levels. 

Engineers from Fehr-Gra-
ham Engineering and Envi-
ronmental are working on 
the water quality issue, but 
during the Nov. 5 meeting 
Fehr-Graham employee 
Andy Keiser said the Paris 
option appears an econom-
ical way for Chrisman to get 
out of the water business. 
Keiser added Chrisman will 
spend at least $600,000, if 
not more, to address its water 
problems.

Mayor Dan Owen asked 
if the council was prepared 
to vote on the Paris plan at 
the Nov. 19 meeting, or if 
the commissioners preferred 
waiting until the reports are 
back on water samples sent 
the prior week for analysis.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS – Auditor Kent 
Kull of Mose, Yockey, Brown 
and Kull delivered good news 
to the Kansas Board of Educa-
tion Wednesday, Nov. 21. 

“It’s a good audit again this 
year,” said Kull.

The school district’s financial 
status earned the highest possi-
ble recognition from the Illinois 
State Board of Education.

Kull said the financial re-
cords accurately reflected the 
district’s status at the June 30 
closing of the fiscal year. The 
audit did reveal two errors 
in posting that placed small 
amounts of money in the 
wrong funds and those mat-
ters were corrected. 

He expressed some concern 
about four organizations affili-
ated with the school using the 
district’s federal identification 
number on their accounts, but 
those financial transactions 
do not appear in the district’s 
records. 

Kull said the school district is 
tax exempt by law but if the oth-

er organizations do not qualify 
as not for profit that could jeop-
ardize the district’s status.

His other concern is a need 
protect against the comingling 
of funds.

“If they (one of the organi-
zations) overdraft, it could be 
district funds that are used to 
cover it,” said Kull. 

He told board members it is 
not illegal to let the other or-
ganizations use the ID num-
ber but risk does accompany 
the practice. 

Other parts of the report 
noted Unit 3 closed the year 
with positive financial bal-
ances in all funds and cash re-
serves increased by $400,000 
between fiscal year 2017 and 
fiscal year 2018.

The district does have 
$740,000 in bond debt, which 
is about 14 percent of the debt 
capacity.

“You are not significantly 
debted out,” said Kull.

The auditor’s report dealt 
with past finances, and interim 
superintendent John Hasten 
discussed future money.

Hasten said the estimat-
ed Equalized Assessed Value 
(EAV) of taxable property in 
the district for next year is al-
ready $700,000 more than the 
actual EAV last year. The dis-
trict is required to hold a truth 
in taxation hearing whenever 
EAV increases by 5 percent.

According to Hasten, the 
present estimate shows the dis-
trict going up by 4.41 percent, 
although not all of the proper-
ty is included in the estimate so 
the level could reach 5 percent. 
The superintendent recom-
mended scheduling a truth in 
taxation hearing for the Dec. 
19 meeting as a precaution.

Hasten stressed there is a 
difference between EAV and 
tax rate. When EAV goes up 
that does not mean taxes are 
increasing. 

“If EAV is higher, it brings in 
more money without increas-
ing the tax rate,” said Hasten. 
“The tax rate is a whole other 
thing. We could actually in-
crease money and drop the 
tax rate.”

Hasten also reported for 

Chrisman water 
decision delayed

The commissioners ex-
pressed a preference for con-
sidering the report before 
committing to a decision at 
the Dec. 3 city meeting. Owen 
said that seemed a prudent 
approach.

Water commissioner Rod-
ney Wolfe supported the de-
cision while sounding a cau-
tionary note.

“We don’t want to drag our 
feet too long,” said Wolfe. “I 
agree it is best if we can keep 
our own water, but I don’t 
know if that is possible. I’m 
more proactive than reactive, 
and we need to decide what 
we are going to do.”

Wolfe said after the meet-
ing he anticipates the council 
will vote on the Paris propos-
al Dec. 3 and city residents 
wanting to express an opinion 
should plan to attend.

In other business, the 
council discussed raises for 
city clerk Sierra Dicken and 
acting city treasurer Dena 
Burns.

The women are paid $12.50 
an hour, and they asked to in-
crease the hourly wage to $16. 
Burns noted in past records 
the administrative staff re-
ceived $16 an hour.

“The salaries have gone 
down,” said Burns, adding $16 
seems a reasonable amount 
given the cost of living and 
the increased workload placed 
on the office with keeping re-
cords for a $1 million grant.

Commissioner Jerry Hoult 
balked at the raise.

“We can’t go to $16,” said 
Hoult. “Those women had 
been here a long time and 
worked up to that from a lot 
lower.”

Hoult suggested a $1 per 
hour raise.

The rest of the council 
agreed a $3.50 jump was too 
much at one time, but did 
approve a $1.50 per hour 
increase, with a promise 
to review the matter in six 
months.

Kansas school finances gets thumbs up
the safety committee with 
a recommendation to install 
second story escape ladders.

“The second floor would 
be safer if there is a way to 
get down to the ground 
through the windows,” said 
Hasten.

The apparatus he showed 
to the board members actu-
ally is a folding device that 
only deploys as a ladder 
when it is unlocked from 
the top. When closed, the 
escape mechanism resem-
bles a downspout and can-
not be climbed. That will 
keep people from accessing 
a lower roof on part of the 
building. 

A minimum of five lad-
ders are needed should 
the upstairs hallways be 
blocked by fire or an active 
shooter.

“I intend to pay for it out 
of the facilities use tax,” said 
Hasten.

Board members liked 
the idea and asked the su-
perintendent to continue 
researching the idea.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Bill Blair, right, talks with family members Thursday after-
noon at the family’s Thanksgiving celebration at the Redmon 
Pit Stop.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Visitors to the Redmon Pit Stop are encouraged to sign their 
names to poster board on the walls of the restaurant. The visi-
tors come from as far away as Washington state, California and 
Michigan, owner Tonya Vitez said.

Gary Henry/The Prairie press

A group of Edgar County landowners trying to stop Ameren from using their various properties to build a high-voltage transmis-
sion line met Wednesday, Nov. 21, at the Edgar County Farm Bureau. The meeting was to thank Senator Chapin Rose (R-Mahom-
et), center wearing the red coat, attorney Craig Smith, beside Rose and the Farm Bureau for the support. The other purpose of 
the meeting was to announce the group is prepared to continue the fight after experiencing a reversal by the Illinois Supreme 
Court. A petition to the high court for rehearing was recently filed, and if that fails a plan exists for submitting a writ to the 
United States Supreme Court.

NEW STUDENT AMBASSADOR

Special to The Prairie Press

Lake Land College recently announced the 2018-2019 Student 
Ambassadors. Front row, left to right, Blair Cupps, agriculture, 
Bellview Bottoms, Ky.; Madison Carson, ag business & supply, 
Saint Elmo; Ashlyn Gilpin, pre-veterinarian, Dallas City; Danelle 
Helton, business administration, Shelbyville; Tessa Philpot, 
English, St. Elmo; Sydney Trainor, pre-veterinarian, Shelbyville; 
and Maddie Fugate, agriculture, Mahomet.  Second row, left to 
right, Payton Hines, agriculture, Quincy, Mich.; Murray Per-
kins, agriculture, Buchanan, Tenn.; Eusebio Briseno, business 
administration, Arthur; Seth Mitchell, agriculture, Olney; Sam 
Bricker, agriculture, Greenfield, Ind.; Parker Gann, economics, 
Paris; Kourtney Cordes, chemistry, Effingham; and Ashley Miller, 
agriculture, Armington.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Members of the North American Lighting apprentice program 
display a copy of a proclamation by Governor Bruce Rauner 
declaring October as Manufacturing Month in Illinois. The proc-
lamation was delivered to NAL during a special Nov. 16 program. 
Left to right, Mark Burgess of the Illinois Workforce Innovation 
Board, Cody Myles, Nick Palmer, Sidney Little, Christopher Hart 
and NAL President Kirk Gadberry.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Public 
Health Department is helping 
Christmas for Kids as a col-
lection site for donations. 

Any type of toys, coloring 
books, jewelry, books, stuffed 

animals, clothing, hats, coats, 
socks, pajamas, hygiene 
items, deodorant, tooth brush 
or any other item an infant 
through teenager would en-
joy is being accepted. Mone-
tary donations are also being 
accepted for those who don’t 

want to shop.
Donations may be left at 

the front desk 7:30 a.m.-6 
p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day and 8 a.m.- 3 p.m. Friday. 
The health department is lo-
cated at 502 Shaw Avenue.

Staff at the health depart-

Health Department helps Christmas for Kids

Marietta and gets to cook 
for everyone. She’ll be 80 
in April but this place sure 
keeps her going.”

Vitez and her crew ended 
their day Thursday by host-
ing the Bill Blair family’s 
Thanksgiving dinner. There 
were about 20 family mem-
bers of all ages present.

Blair’s son, Steve Blair, 
said he graduated from high 
school with Vitez. “The 
food is great and there is 
great hospitality,” he said, 
noting his father once re-
quested liver and onions, 
“and of course Ruthie made 
it for him.”

Bill Blair didn’t come 
empty handed to the din-
ner. “I have to bring cheesy 
peas for the grandkids,” he 
said. 

Bill Blair celebrated his 
80th birthday at the restau-
rant earlier this year. “They 
are good friends and the 
food is good,” he said. “The 
hospitality is unbelieve-
able.” 

ment are pleased about 
the opportunity to assist 
this community effort 
and encourage everyone 
who can to make a dona-
tion this holiday season 
to help brighten a child’s 
Christmas.  

Bureau for all of the sup-
port but also reaffirmed the 
group’s commitment for 
the cause.

“There is still good in the 
world,” said Ogle. “This is 
a case where everybody 
stuck together for what is 
right and nobody sold out 
their neighbor for money. 
We are going into Thanks-
giving with our heads held 
high.”
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Titans  
win own 
tourney 
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND — Com-
ing into Friday, there was a 
four way log jam for the top 
spot in the 2019 Tri-Coun-
ty  Basketball Turkey Tour-
nament with four teams at 
2-1.  

The Tri-County Titans 
were one of those teams, 
but having a little bit more 
of a better road to win the 
title outright than some 
of the other teams.  With 
having two games to play, 
the Titans had to win both 
gamesto secure the crown.

The Titans did just that 
— but it wasn’t easy.

Tri-County had to use a 
stout second half in their 
second game of the day to 
go 2-0 and finish off their 
journey to keep the cham-
pionship trophy at home in 
Oakland.

Game one was a match-
up against the Hoopeston 
(Area) Cornjerkers and 
their five in, five out style of 
play where the three point 
shot was a main weapon. 

The Titans didn’t fall 
into a trap of going shot for 
shot from behind the arc 
using a strong inside drive 
game by Mason Hutchin-
son scoring six of TCT’s 13 
first quarter points.  

The Cornjerkers kept 
close hitting three shot 
from three point range  — 
two of them by Mauricio 
Gonzalez — as part of an 
11 point frame to make the 
score 13-11.

The inside game contin-
ued to click for Tri-County 
as Hutchinson and Mitch 
Pollock combined for 15 
of the Titans 17 points — 
eight of those going to Pol-
lock.  Hoopeston (Area) 
connected on three more 
three pointers as part of 
their 13 points to keep the 
Cornjerkers in the game as 
TCT held a 30-24 lead into 
halftime.

The Cornjerkers had a 
little more balance in the 
third quarter with most of 
their points coming inside 
the paint to the total of 
eight of the 14 Hoopeston 
points.  

The Titans, meanwhile,  
kept pace as Trenton Pin-
nell scored eight of TCT’s 
13 points. Tri-County had 
43-38 lead going into the 
final eight minutes.

In the final eight min-
utes, free throws became 
huge for TCT making 9 
of 12 shots in the frame as 
part of the Titans 16 points.  
That held off a stanza by 
the Cornjerkers seeing the 
duo of Josh Delfino and 
Lucas Hofer scoring 11 of 
Hoopeston’s 15 points as 
the Titans secured a 59-53 
win.

The Titans went 21 of 
55 overall for 38.2 percent 
and 11 of 15 from the line 
for 73.3 percent.  

Mason Hutchinson had 
a game high 20 points 
while the duo of Mitch 
Pollock and Trenton Pin-
nell added 11 each.  Blake 
Lee finished with nine in 
the win.

The Cornjerkers were 20 
of 59 overall for 33.9 per-
cent, but only 4 of 13 from 
the line for 30.8 percent.   
Mauricio Gonzalez and 
Lucas Hofer had 11 points 
each and Josh Delfino had 

See TITANS, Page 12A

Congratulations Congratulations 
Paris Sports Network salutes Paris Lady Tiger junior

Sarah Isaf
for scoring 1,000 points in her high school career.

Listen to all PHS boys and girls games on our network!

Visit our                            page

Tri-County girls take title
TCT outscored its opponents 264-72 in grabbing wins; Lady Titans are now a perfect 6-0

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKWOOD — It was 
time for the McDonald’s 
Comet Classic girls basketball 
title game Friday night as the 
Tri-County Titans took on 
the host Oakwood Comets. 

The Titans rolled through 
pool play outscoring their 
opponents 264-72 in their 
four games, but knew that the 
Comets were a different type 
of team as Oakwood defeated 
Tri-County in last year’s title 
contest.

Tri-County made sure that 
history didn’t repeat itself 
with an emphatic response.

The Titans — as they 
have all tournament long — 
jumped out to a 26-8 first 
quarter lead and the Com-
ets didn’t have an answer. 
Tri-County completed a 
superior tournament perfor-

mance with a 70-32 win. 
Bella Dudley finished with 

a game-high 18 points while 
Tayler Barry finished with 17 
points and four steals.  Har-
ley Barry had 11 points, five 
rebounds, and five assists and 

Kiersten Price-Wilson added 
12 points in the win.

Tayler Barry and Kiersten 
Price-Wilson were named to 
the All-Tournament Team.

The Titans (6-0) are to play 
the Urbana University High 

Illineks on Tuesday in Oak-
land.  Tip off is set for 6 p.m. 
at Oakland High School.

TCT 72, GTRF 23
Coming off of an impres-

sive 26-point win in their sea-
son opener against Tuscola, 
the Tri-County Titans girls 
basketball team traveled to 
Oakwood Saturday (Nov. 17) 
to begin pool play in the Mc-
Donald’s Comet Classic. 

Game one was a con-
test against the George-
town-Ridge Farm Buffa-
loes. The Titans raced out to a 
28-0 lead after one quarter en 
route to a 72-23 win. 

Tayler Barry finished with 
17 points, five assists, and six 
rebounds while Bella Dud-
ley added 17 points off the 
bench. 

Kiersten Price Wilson 
chipped in 10 points. 

TCT 64, HOOPESTON 14
Game two in the tourney 

pitted the Titans against the 
Hoopeston (Area) Cornjerk-
ers as the Lady Titans jumped 
out to a 23-3 lead after one 
quarter and eased their way 
to a 64-14 win.  Four Titan 
players reached double fig-
ures with Bella Dudley lead-
ing the way off the bench with 
12 points. The duo of Tayler 
Barry and Kiersten Price-Wil-
son added 11 points each. 
Price-Wilson chipped in six 
rebounds in the win.  Maiya 
Eskew had 10 points and Me-
lia Eskew finished with six 
points and six steals. 

TCT 61, WESTVILLE 27
It was the final game of pool 

play for the Tri-County Ti-
tans girls’ basketball team on 
Tuesday night in Oakwood 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Tri-County Lady Titans breezed through the annual Comet 
Classic Girls Thanksgiving Tourney this week, capping their 
games with a 70-32 win over the host school.

Paris 
falls in 
finals

A tough end to the tourney

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

After dominating wins in their first 
two games of the NAL Thanksgiving 
Tournament, the Paris Tigers had a 
rough end to the tourney, dropping 
their last two games against St. Thomas 
More and La Salette.

ST. THOMAS MORE 76, PARIS 44
The Paris Tigers lost their their final 

game of the NAL Thanksgiving Tour-
nament, dropping a 76-44 contest to 
the St. Thomas More Sabers Friday 
afternoon. 

The Sabers used crisp passing on 
offense and finished well in transition 
opportunities — and shot well from 
three point land. St. Thomas More shot 
just under 50 percent from beyond the 
arc while Paris went only 2 for 10. 

Bryce Gladding and JT Johnson 
were tabbed to start for the Tigers in 
this game for Lorgan Logan Rhoads 
and an injured Mason Hutchings. 

Paris had a solid quarter, picking up 
open looks from three and around the 
basket. JT Johnson put Paris up early 
5-4 with a corner three pointer. The 
Sabers got some tough shots down 
in transition and Matthew Brouw-
er helped narrow the Paris deficit to 
13-11 with two buckets with over a 
minute left. The Sabers went on a 6-1 
run to end the quarter thanks to Tiger 
turnovers. 

After St. Thomas More drained to 
threes to start the quarter off of Tiger 
mistakes, turnovers plagued the Ti-
gers throughout most of the quarter. 
The Sabers continually built their lead 
off of fast breaks and another three 
pointer, while the Paris offense went 
quiet, the only scoring from a Johnson 
three point foul play and Brouwer free 
throws. Nathan Zorn came into the 
game for a defensive spark, and ended 
up leaving with a foot injury chasing 
down a possible layup opportunity 
from the Sabers. 

Paris played even for most of the 
third quarter, bringing some intensi-
ty back into the game. Brouwer and 
Johnson knocked down some shots for 
Paris, but their momentum was stunt-
ed after yet another turnover led to an 
open court dunk with three minutes 
left for the Sabers, making the score 
nearly doubled at 51-25. JT Johnson 
continually attacked the basket to open 
up more opportunities, but the Tiger 
defense did not hold up in transition. 

After pushing their lead into the 
double digits near the end of the third, 
St. Thomas More was able to start the 
30-point running clock with seven 
minutes left in the fourth. Sam Mays 

made some driving layups for the Ti-
gers, but they continued to give up easy 
baskets towards the end of the contest. 

Paris Coach Shawn Nugent felt the 
Tigers didn’t step up with the better 

competition. 
“We had a long talk after the game 

about not competing. We gave up 
drives to the basket, and didn’t take 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Matthew Brouwer goes up and over the Chrisman defense for 2 points during the 
second half of the game against Chrisman.  

Paris opens NAL tourney 
2-0, but loses final games

See TCT, Page 10A

See TIGERS, Page 11A

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

Going into the champi-
onship game of the NAL 
Holiday Tournament, the 
Paris Lady Tigers had dis-
posed of the likes Cham-
paign Central, Terre Haute 
North and Decatur-Eisen-
hower. 

Unfortunately, the Lady 
Tigers found themselves 
on the wrong end of a 74-
44 score against the Lady 
Trojans of Charleston Sat-
urday afternoon (Nov.17). 

Charleston utilized a 2-3 
zone, eventually keeping  
Paris from penetrating into 
the lane. They also utilized 
a crisp ball movement on 
offense leaving them open 
for numerous three point 
attempts. 

Charleston used a bar-
rage of three pointers — 
12 total on the night — 
and a tough zone defense 
to whittle away at Paris. 

What is becoming a 
familiar sight, Sarah Isaf 
opened the scoring with 
a three pointer. Charles-
ton immediately answered 
with one of their own, 
with just under six min-
utes left, and then another 
to take the lead a minute 
later. Isaf responded half-
way through the quarter 
to make it 8-6 Charleston, 
but wouldn’t be heard 
from much going forward 
in the game. 

Guard Karrington Kra-
bel picked up her second 
foul with 2:40 left in the 
first and ended up on the 
bench for most of the half. 
Charleston used its three 
point acumen to extend 
their lead in the first quar-
ter, going from a 13-6 lead 
to 19-6 within a minute. 

This pattern continued 
in the opening segments of 
the second quarter, as the 
Lady Trojans made three 
long distance shots with-
in the first two minutes to 
make the score 30-11.  The 

See PARIS, Page 10A

Charleston rains 
three-pointers on 
Lady Tigers
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We also have....
Lottery, Video 
Gaming, Groceries 
and Great Wine 
Selection

601 E. Jasper St.  
  Paris, IL  61944

(217) 463-5010

R&J and Homer’s have merged to better serve you!

Visit us at 601 E. Jasper for all your beer, wine 
& liquor needs.

Visit Max & Fuzzy and all the gang with the only 
drive-up window in Paris.

R & J 
Stores

Watch for our 
in-store specials!

Footlong  $2.00
Ribeye,  Chips 
& Drink  $6.99

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St. 

Paris, IL  

Specials start 
Sunday!

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Flavor of the week:
Red Velvet

Did you know we offer:
 • Curbside Pick Up 
    (Request Curbside at Call In) 

• Online Ordering
    (Click SHOP NOW on Facebook) 

• Dine In, Carry Out, & Limited    
    Delivery (Mon-Fri 11-2) 

• Gift Cards 
• Loyalty Program 
    ($5 off for every $50 spent) 

• Over 50 Flavors of Ice Cream 
• Accept Debit and Credit Cards 
• Homemade Soups 
    And So Much More…

Chris Martin, 
Managing Broker
(217) 251-8561

(217) 465-6434
414 S. Main•Paris, Illinois  

Kara Englum
822-0598

Jennifer Cary
822-8144

www.cmartinrealestate.com

Experience, Honesty, Integrity, Dedication!

Martin Real Estate 
& Appraisals

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

217-466-6921
866-384-0503

Connecting YOU to...
Shopping • work • class • medical appts •

local and regional public transportation access

Connecting YOU to...

Routes to Champaign, Mattoon, 
Danville, Terre Haute

www.ridesmtd.com

PREVIEW: SATURDAY, NOV. 24TH 5:00PM TO 8:00PM  
Partial Listing -  350+ Hand Guns inc/ Colt Ace; Several Nice Woodsmans inc/ match target;
1911’s & A1’s; Jap Handguns; Les Baer; Colt SAA’s; High Standards; Great Ruger & S&W
Revolvers; Lugers; 2-Colt Python .38 Target; Sigs & Glocks; Military Handgun; 300+ Rifles
inc/ Several Winchester Levers; Win 61’s, 62’s, 63’s; Win 70’s; Weatherby & Anschutz Rifles;
Marlin Levers; Ruger No. 1’s & 3’s; Savage 99’s; AR-
15’s; M1 Garands; M1 Carbine; European, US & Japan-
ese Military Rifles; 300+ Shotguns inc/ Browning BSS,
O/U, A5’s; Win 12’s inc/ Trap & Skeet; Win 42’s; Win
101’s; Parker; Ithaca; Benelli; Rem 1100’s & 11-87

GUN AUCTION - 900+ FIREARMS AT AUCTION
SUNDAY, NOV. 25TH-9 A.M. 2601 LAKE LAND BLVD, MATTOON, IL

See Complete Catalog & 5000 Photos at 
www.BauerAuction.com •  (217) 259-5956

$700

facing the Westville Tigers 
at the McDonald’s Comet 
Classic.  The Titans in three 
games have outscored their 
opponents 203-45 with no 
signs of slowing down any-
time soon.  

As the ball tipped, 
Tri-County kept taking care 
of business early jumping 
out to a 31-8 lead after one 
quarter and had no troubles 
dispatching Westville 61-27 
to advance to the title contest.

Tayler Barry had 13 points 
and six steals while Harley 
Barry had ten points, six as-
sists, and six rebounds. Grace 
Burnside added ten points 
and Maiya Eskew chipped in 
eight in the win.

TCT 67, UNI HIGH 8
Having played their first 

three games of the 2018-2019 
season in dominating fashion, 
the Tri-County Titans girls’ 
basketball team looked to 
continue that trend heading 
back to Oakwood. 

That trend would not be 
stopped on this night as 
Tri-County jumped out to a 
23-0 lead after one quarter and 
held Uni High to single digits 
total dominating to a 67-8 
win.  Tayler Barry finished 
with 15 points and five steals 
while Kiersten Price-Wilson 
had ten points and five re-
bounds.  Bella Dudley add-
ed ten points and the duo of 
Harley Barry and Lillie Cox 
had eight points each.  Melia 
Eskew had six points and five 
steals in the win. 

TCT
FROM PAGE 9A

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

Paris offense had difficul-
ty finding a rhythm, forcing 
turnovers and errant shots. 

After a Madyson RIgdon 
three pointer near the three 
minute mark, Paris final-
ly managed what had been 
commonplace in the their 
opening games, a fast break 
basket, this one from Kra-
bel. 

“We weren’t able to get 
out and run in transition 
tonight,” Paris Coach Dave 
Tingley noted.”Their  zone 
allowed us to shoot threes 
that we couldn’t convert.”  

With both teams edg-
ing into foul trouble, Paris 
missed a couple of oppor-
tunities at the line, and the 
Lady Trojans went into half 
up 43-18. 

Brooklyn Westerfield 
opened the half with two 
baskets, but Charleston 
rained down three pointers 
on three straight posses-
sions, and another for good 
measure at the 5:20 mark, 
forcing a timeout from Par-
is. Rigdon made two layups 
later in the quarter and Jen-
na Gates splashed in a three 
for good measure, but the 
score was doubled 64-32 af-
ter three. 

The game featured a run-
ning clock for the fourth 
quarter, a rare experience 
for the host Lady Tigers. 
Paris kept up their intensity 
for the shortened portion of 
the game, pulling some of 
their starters and keeping 
even with Charleston on the 
scoreboard. 

 The Lady Trojans out-
scored Paris in every quar-
ter — except the fourth — 
when Paris netted 12 points 
to Charleston’s 10.

“We enjoy these tourna-
ments because they get us 
prepared for tougher game 
and eventually the playoffs,” 
Tingley said. “It was a tough 
way to end the tourna-
ment. Our girls played hard 
throughout the game and 
didn’t let up.”

CRESTWOOD 7TH GRADERS TAKE TITLE

Special to The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles seventh grade basketball team breezed through the IESA Class 
7-2A regional on their home floor this week, downing Salt Fork 28-8 in the championship game.  
Gracie Watson led the scoring for Crestwood with 18 points. The Lady Eagles travel to Cham-
paign St. Matthew Wednesday for the sectional championship against Decatur Hope. A win in 
the sectional moves Crestwood to the state tourney, hosted by Mayo Middle School at Paris 
High School beginning Dec. 1. Meanwhile, the defending state champion Lady Eagle eighth 
graders begin regional play next week.

Wildcats hopes to dominate Illini
EVANSTON, Ill. (AP) — 

No. 20 Northwestern wants 
to keep the Land of Lincoln 
Trophy, so it’s taking noth-
ing for granted heading into 
its annual showdown with 
Illinois.

Northwestern has won 
the last three meetings by a 
combined score of 108-42, 
and the Big Ten programs 
appear to be on decidedly 
different levels this season. 
But that trend doesn’t mean 
very much to Wildcats 
coach Pat Fitzgerald at the 
moment.

“We’re been on the tough 
end of this rivalry, too, at 
times,” Fitzgerald said. “So, 
I know the demeanor and 
feeling that they’ll have 
coming up here.

“This is a big rivalry game 
for both of us.”

The Wildcats (7-4, 
7-1, No. 19 in CFP) have 
clinched the conference’s 

West Division title and will 
play Michigan or Ohio State 
in the Big Ten champion-
ship game on Dec. 1. Then 
they will play in a bowl 
game for the fourth consec-
utive postseason.

For Illinois (4-7, 2-6), 
Saturday’s matchup at Ryan 
Field is the finale of another 
tough year.

“I think it’s pretty neat 
that your rival is the last 
game, especially in our sit-
uation,” Illini coach Lovie 
Smith said. “Our guys real-
ize who we’re playing and 
what we’re playing for. The 
Land of Lincoln Trophy 
has been up there too many 
years.

“Their team has had an 
outstanding year, but that 
puts us in a good posi-
tion, after disappointment, 
where you can finish the 
season up the right way by 
beating your rival.”

Illinois is looking for a 
positive finish after last 
weekend’s 63-0 loss at 
Iowa, which tied for the 
largest shutout in pro-
gram history. 

The Illini also will be 
trying to win a third Big 
Ten game for the first 
time since 2014.

Northwestern will 
honor its seniors before 
the 2018 class tries to 
become just the eighth in 
school history to go 4-0 
against Illinois.

“It would mean a lot,” 
said senior offensive 
lineman J.B. Butler, who 
is from Plainfield. “Being 
an in-state player, Illinois 
recruits a lot of guys from 
my area, so I know a lot 
of those guys.”

Illinois leads the series 
55-51-5, with North-
western holding a 28-27-
3 mark at home.
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The Opportunity Bank
	  

217-465-1024

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

One test that we perform on almost every 
patient in our office is the ‘puff’ test.  Of 
course we like to call it non-contact to-

nometry but that’s just us.  Although many people are 
not fans of this test the test itself is important, we’re 
not just testing your jump reflex.  What the test actu-
ally does is gives us a reading of the pressure inside 
the eye.  A high pressure is a risk factor for glaucoma 
so in cases where a patient has a high pressure that’s 
the first thing to rule out.  Now almost half of all people 
with glaucoma never have a high pressure and some 
people have a naturally higher pressure so the ‘puff’ 
isn’t the definitive test for the disease.  Changes in 
pressure over time are often more important than one 
high reading.  So remember even if we make you jump 
with that silly puff, sometimes it can indicate the first 
sign of a problem, one that often has no symptoms in 
it’s early stages.  So enjoy your ‘puff’ at your next visit 
to your favorite eye care professional.

EYES
On the “Puff”

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

JUSTIN L. WOOD
Farm Real Estate Broker

455 North Main Street • Decatur, IL 62523
Cell 217-232-9664

jlwood25@gmail.com
www.soycapitalag.com

A DIVISION OF SOY CAPITAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Cell Ph: (217) 822-8077

Ford

18-Month
2.42% APY*

FIRST NEIGHBOR BANK, N.A.

COMING SOON TO PARIS!    1-877-865-3361    FirstNeighbor.com

12, 18 or 24-Month Term • New Money Only
$500 Minimum • Interest Compounded Quarterly

*Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of
November 24, 2018 and is subject to change.
Penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal.

Ends 12/25/2018

12-Month
2.32% APY*

24-Month
BUMP-UP CD
2.52% APY*

Bump Up to the current 
interest rate once during 

the 24-month period.

care of the basketball, espe-
cially as the game went on,” 
Nugent said.

The leading scorers for Par-
is were led in scoring by JT 
Johnson with 11, Matthew 
Brouwer with 10, and Sam 
Mays with 6. 

Paris plays host to Newton 
Friday at home. 

LA SALETTE 37, PARIS 34
The Paris Tigers fell by the 

score of 37-34 in a low scor-
ing affair with the La Salette 
Lions Wednesday. 

The Tigers had to deal with 
their 6-10 post player Yves 
Nkomba. Although the big  
man found himself in foul 
trouble in the first half, he 
was able to impact the game 
down the stretch. 

Fouls plagued the game 
similar to Monday night’s 
game with Georgetown. The 
Tigers wanted to get out and 
run and were not able to do 
so. 

Also not helping matters 
was an apparent ankle injury 
to guard Mason Hutchings 
in the first quarter.  The foul 
trouble added up to medio-
cre at best free throw shoot-
ing from both squads, with 
Paris missing 14 total shots 
that easily could have affect-
ed the outcome of the game. 

Paris Head Coach Shawn 
Nugent knew the game 
would sting afterwards. 

“It was a real frustrating 
game for us, and a lot of it is 
guys playing some of their 
first varsity minutes,” the Ti-
ger coach noted. “In this in-
stance, we we’re so caught up 
on trying to get their big guy 
to foul out that we ended up 
with turnovers and blocked 
shots in the paint.” 

The Tigers kept La Salette 
shut out most of the first 
quarter, as the Lions ran 
their offense through Nkom-
ba, who missed some point 
blank shots. Paris got two free 
throws from Hutchings early 
before he left the game as well 
as a wide open three pointer 
from JT Johnson with two 
minutes left, helping Paris to 
5-4 lead after one. 

Nkomba picked up his 
third foul with 6 minutes left 
in the second quarter send-
ing him to the bench. Garrett 
King helped pick up the scor-
ing pace for Paris with a steal 
that turned into a fast break 
layup and then gunned a half 
court length baseball pass to 
Johnson, who converted the 
three point foul play. 

Jude Sullivan opened the 
second half with a three 
pointer for Paris and the Li-
ons answered with one of 
their own the next time down 
the floor, pulling Paris to 
within six at 20-14. 

After Matthew Brouwer 
picked up his fourth foul with 
5:36 left, the Lions increased 
their intensity on the offen-
sive glass, leading to extra 
possessions. Another bucket 
from Sullivan and two from 
Landrum paced the Tigers in 
third. 

Brouwer put the Tigers 
up 31-30, but then fouled 
out soon after. Missed free 
throws plagued both teams as 
the scoring stagnated. 

“Matthew knew he would 
have a tough game and han-
dled Nkomba all right. He 
got in some foul trouble and 
I put him back early in the 
fourth to see how he could 
do as a learning experience,” 
Nugent said.

With under a minute left 
down 38-33, Bryce Gladding 
scored on two runners in the 
paint on back-to-back posses-
sions, to make it 38-37. With 
20 seconds left, Johnson 
missed two free throws, and 
the Lions converted theirs 
with Paris fouling to get the 
ball back. 

After calling a timeout, 
Paris set up a corner three for 
Garrett King but it rimmed 
out on the back iron, ending 
the game. 

“Garrett had to play extra 
minutes with Hutchings out 
early and he did a nice job. I 
thought that shot was on line 

to go in. I’m proud he was 
able to step up in that mo-
ment, though it didn’t work 
out,” Nugent concluded.

PARIS 88, CHRISMAN 45
The Paris boys moved their 

record to 2-0 in the NAL 
Thanksgiving Tournament 
over the Chrisman Cardinals 
by the score of 88-45 Tues-
day. 

Paris jumped out to a big 
first quarter lead by forcing 
turnovers and being active 
around the basket. Chrisman 
was able to put some offense 
in the second and third quar-
ters, but were not able to cut 
back into the lead. They were 
led in scoring by Dylan Bog-
ard with 15 and Davis Hale 
with 11. 

Logan Rhoads paced 
the early scoring for the 
Tigers with six of the first 
eight points, while Matthew 
Brouwer got some easy post 
baskets. Mason Hutchings 
converted some steals into 
layups, to bring the score to 
16-0 halfway through the 
quarter.Dylan Bogard got 
Chrisman on the board with 
one of his three total three 
pointers on the night. Hutch-
ings continued to be a pest 
on inbounds passes and re-
bounding, starting two more 
fast breaks, ending the quar-
ter up 24-7. 

Davis Hale came alive in 
the second quarter for the 
Cardinals, scoring all 11 of 
his points for the game on 
some floaters in the lane and 
free throws. Chrisman wasn’t 
able to take advantage of be-
ing put in the bonus early in 
the second quarter. 

The Paris offense got a huge 
scoring burst from sopho-
more Garrett King, who had 
9 points in the quarter. Mat-
thew Brouwer also dropped 6 
points. Backup center Dustin 
Creech also got in on the ac-
tion with 4 points as well. 

Coach Nugent has noticed 
the contributions from his ju-
nior center. 

“Matthew Brouwer has re-
ally changed his mind set this 
year in that he’s more decisive 
around the basket,” he said. 
“It opens up our offense and 
we’re able to get the action off 
of it we want as well.” 

Up 51-24 entering the 
third, the Tigers continued 
to get out and run getting 
even scoring from across the 
roster. Bogard knocked down 
two more three pointers to 
keep close for the quarter for 
the Cardinals. 

“We had some miscom-
munication on defense with 
so many guys subbing in an 
out,” Nugent noted.

The assertive mindset of 
Paris put two Tiger players 
out of the game. A scary mo-
ment occurred later in the 
third when the heads of Gar-
rett King and Bryce Gladding 
collided going for a loose ball. 
Both were able to walk off, 
but sat the rest of the game. 

The fourth quarter consist-
ed of a running clock as the 
end of the bench came in, 
getting multiple baskets from 
Sam Mays and Nathan Zorn 
to round out the game. 

Brouwer and Hutchings 
led the way with 16 points 
apiece, followed by Logan 
Rhoads with 12 and Garrett 
King with 10. 

PARIS 53, GTRF 40
A new Paris boys basket-

ball team kicked off their 
2018 season with a win over 
the Georgetown-Ridge Farm 
Buffalos by the score of 52-40 
in the opening game of the 
NAL Thanksgiving Tourna-
ment. 

Rust was apparent on both 
sides when it came to turn-
overs, and in the case of the 
Buffalos, constant fouls.

Paris Head Coach Shawn 
Nugent somewhat expected 
that type of game.

“It was kind of a rough one, 
especially with all of the new 
guys we have, but we have 
more depth this year we can 
use. We started three soph-
omores and that can be an 
issue with experience.,” he 
noted.

Paris found themselves 

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

down 7-2 just three minutes 
into the game, missing sev-
eral close shots around the 
basket. Matthew Brouwer 
gained two quick baskets and 
Colton Landrum had a steal 
and layup to give Paris the 
lead. Georgetown sank an-
other three, but it would be 
their last score of the quarter. 

With Paris already in the 
foul bonus to enter the sec-
ond quarter up 12-10 Paris  
slowly began to expand its 
lead on the foul prone Buf-
falos. 

Paris moved the ball well 
on fast breaks, happily shar-
ing with their teammates. Lo-
gan Rhoads, Mason Hutch-
ings, and Brouwer all scored 
more than once in the quar-
ter for Paris, but the Buffalos 
crept back with more three 
pointers, to trim their deficit 
to five points at the half. 

Georgetown tied the game 
at 27 a minute into the half 
before the Paris offense be-
gan to stretch the lead. 

The Tigers went on a 14-0 
run across most of the quar-

ter, led in part by six straight 
points from Brouwer. Brouw-
er made his presence known 
throughout the game, lead-
ing Paris in scoring with 18, 
and also tabbing five blocked 
shots. Logan Rhoads chipped 
in 11 points and TJ Johnson 
and Colton Landrum split 
the team lead in assists with 
four each out of 17 total.

Entering the fourth up 43-
29, both teams played even-
ly on the scoreboard as the 
game slowed down due to 
fouls. 

As the fouls began to ac-
cumulate again in the second 
half, Coach Nugent admired 
his team’s composure. “I told 
them in between quarters it’s 
probably going to be an all 
game issue, and just for us to 
go out and play. I liked that 
about us, given some of our 
youth,” he explained

Georgetown went on a 7-0 
run of their own to bring the 
score to 46-38, but the Buffa-
loes could not get any closer 
thanks to free throws and a 
fast break layup from Mason 

Hutchings down the stretch 
of the game. 

“We had a few guys we had 
to wait on from the football 
season extending, and we’re 
hoping that attitude and ac-
complishment carries over to 
our guys this year.,” Nugent 
said.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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111 Sheriff St.  |  Paris, IL 61944 
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The Prophecy: A Tribute to Trans-Siberian Orchestra

Deep in the 
    Heart of Christmas

Give the gift of entertainment this season with
an EPC gift certificate. Available at the EPC 

box office or call 217-540-2788 ext:222

2018-2019 Season Sponsor

Paris
101 S. Central Avenue • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Stop by First Mid 
and talk with us today.

15 Month CD

APY

Currently Offering…

2.50%
OPEN A CD NOW - ADD TO IT LATER

$1,000 MINIMUM BALANCE; $50,000 MAXIMUM ADDITIONS 
ALLOWED DURING THE CD TERM. APY EQUALS ANNUAL 
PERCENTAGE YIELD. RATE CURRENT AS OF DATE OF 
PUBLICATION AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. MAY NOT BE USED 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL OFFER. PENALTY 
FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL. OFFER DOES NOT APPLY TO 
BROKERED DEPOSITS. MEMBER FDIC.

10 points in the loss.
Game two of the day for 

the Titans was the final game 
of the tournament against 
the Hutsonville-Palestine 
Tigers with a lot at stake for 
both teams.  The Tigers used 
a strong inside game early in 
the opening quarter as Jerry 
Gower scored eight of H-P’s 
20 points.  The Titans played 
right with the Tigers as the 

duo of Mason Hutchinson 
and Caleb Ard combined for 
12 of TCT’s 18 points to keep 
close at 20-18.

The Tigers kept the pres-
sure on going right back in-
side to Gower in the second 
quarter scoring eight of H-P’s 
18 points.  The Titans saw the 
bucket go cold only scoring 
11 and the Tigers had a 38-29 
lead at halftime.

The third quarter saw the 
Titans get a huge spark as 
Trenton Pinnell hit three 

shots from three point range 
scoring nine of TCT’s 21 
points.  The Tigers saw their 
shooting fizzle a bit only scor-
ing 12 points and the contest 
was tied at 50-50 heading into 
the final eight minutes.

The fourth quarter saw 
both teams trade the lead 
back and forth until the Titans 
surged ahead late using clutch 
free throw by Pinnell and 
Blake Lee scoring 25 points 
in the frame.  The Tigers hung 
tough, but missed key free 
throw down the stretch only 
scoring 18 as TCT completed 
the comeback with a 75-68 
win.

The Titans were 27 of 61 
overall for 44.2 percent and 

10 of 16 from the line for 62.5 
percent.  One key factor was 
the strong handling of the bas-
ketball as TCT only coughed 
up the ball eight times.  Tren-
ton Pinnell scored 17 points 
while Blake Lee added 16.  
Mason Hutchinson finished 
with 13 and Mitch Pollock 
had 10.

The Tigers went 26 of 54 
for 48.1 percent and 13 of 20 
from the line for 65 percent.  
The one factor that hurt H-P 
was turning the ball over 14 
times.  Jerry Gower led all 
scorers with 25 points and the 
duo of Trent Matthews and 
Adam Pickering had 11 each 
in the loss.

Lee and Logan Richardson 

were named to the All-Tour-
nament team for the Titans.

The Titans (4-1) will host 
the Westville Tigers in Hume 
on Tuesday in Hume.  Tip off 
is set for 6 p.m. at Shiloh High 
School.

All-Tournament Team
Lucas Hofer (Hoopeston)
Josh Candler (Judah Christian)
Philip Coulter (Judah Christian)  (MVP)
Dalton Loschen (Armstrong-Potomac)
Blake Lee (Tri-County)
Logan Richardson (Tri-County)

TCT 86, MARTINSVILLE 22
The 2018-2019 Tri-Coun-

ty boys basketball season be-
gan on Monday night as the 
Tri-County Titans the floor 
on the opening night of their 
Thanksgiving Turkey Tourna-
ment facing Martinsville.

Head Coach David Smith 
started his third season at the 
helm for the Titans. 

Tri-County scored on the 
opening tip of the ball game 
and never gave Martinsville 
any room to breathe, domi-
nating in an 86-22 win. 

The Titans went 36-50 
overall for 72 percent and 6-8 
from the charity stripe for 75 
percent.   Logan Richardson 
led all scorers off the bench 
with 18 points on 7-8 shoot-
ing while Mason Hutchinson 
added 14 points on 7-8 shoot-
ing. Caleb Ard had 12 points 
on 5-7 shooting and Trenton 
Pinnell had 10 points on 5-6 
shooting.   The Titans only 
committed 14 turnovers.

The Streaks went 6-34 
shooting for 17.6 percent 
and 10-16 from the line for 
62.5 percent.  Grant Haenig 
led the team in scoring with 
ten points. Lane Ryan added 
six in the loss.   Martinsville 
committed 30 turnovers on 
the night. 

TCT 64, JUDAH CHRISTIAN 59
On day two of the 

Tri-County Boys Basketball 
Turkey Tournament in Oak-
land the Titans faced the Ju-
dah Christian Tribe in the 
marquee match-up of the 
evening. 

The Titans quickly fell be-
hind after a slow start, but 
managed a strong second half, 
using some clutch free throw 
shooting late to take a 64-59 
win over the Tribe.

The first quarter saw the 

Titans have their troubles 
with the trapping set defense 
of the Tribe only mustering 
four made field goals for 
eight points.   Judah Chris-
tian used a combination of 
transition off turnovers plus 
some strong shooting be-
hind the three point arc to 
the tune of 19 points to take 
a 19-8 lead.

Both teams ended up 
shooting 40.3 percent from 
the field with TCT going 23-
57 and Judah Christian going 
25 of 62.   The difference was 
at the free throw line as the 
Titans were 9-14 for 64.3 per-
cent while the Tribe were 3-6 
for 50 percent.  

The free throw shooting 
helped compensate for the 
turnovers committed as the 
Titans coughed the ball up 
14 times to just nine for the 
Tribe.

Mitch Pollock led TCT 
with 18 points on 6-13 shoot-
ing and 4-7 from the line.   
Blake Lee added 14 points on 
5 of 13 shooting.

ARMSTRONG-POTOMAC  58, TCT 52
Coming off of a huge come-

from-behind win against Ju-
dah Christian on Tuesday, the 
Tri-County Titans were back 
at it on Wednesday night in 
Oakland on day three of the 
Tri-County Boys’ Basketball 
Turkey Tournament taking 
on the Armstrong-Potomac 
Trojans.  

Armstrong-Potomac used 
a strong inside game and held 
off a Tri-County rally to es-
cape with a 58-52 win. 

TCT went shot 21-66 
for 31.8 percent. Mason 
Hutchinson scored 14 points 
on 7-15 shooting while Mitch 
Pollock added 11 points on 
4-10 shooting. Blake Lee fin-
ished with 11 points on 5-13 
shooting. 

Tri-County committed just 
seven turnovers.

A-P was 22-50 overall for 
44 percent, but also struggled 
from the charity stripe going 
11-25 for 44 percent.  Dalton 
Loschen led all scorers with 
26 points on 11-16 shooting 
and Kyler Stephens had 14 
points on 4-9 shooting.  Bryce 
Franzen chipped in 11 points 
on 5-13 shooting.   The Tro-
jans coughed up the ball 14 
times.

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A
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Figtree High School was 
brand new, glistening with 
beautiful architecture on a 

hilltop 
overlooking 
suburban 
coastal 
towns along 
the magnif-
icent Pacific 
Ocean. 
Whitecap 
waves 
washed 
ashore, 

often dotted with surfboarders 
sliding toward sandy beaches, 
which in turn were dotted 
with a crowd of sunbathers 
and their colorful umbrellas. 
Children with plastic buckets 
and hand scoops contributed 
to art design by crafting sand-
castles near the surf.

In the distance a modern 
steel mill featured smokestacks 
that reached skyward. Large 
ships berthed in a shapely 
harbor, unloading small 
mountains of reddish-colored 
iron ore for the steel mill’s 
consumption. 

The mill was flourishing, 
galvanized by a strong steel 
demand for the nation’s econ-
omy. Neighborhoods were 
filling with new immigrants, 
especially eastern Europeans, 
because of a robust increase in 
mill employees.

Directly resulting was 
an overpopulation of the 
new high school. Planners 
suddenly drew blueprints for 
additional classrooms, but 
these facilities couldn’t be con-
structed overnight. A decision 
was made to transplant an old 
WW II wooden army bar-
racks, somewhat dilapidated, 
but in passable condition with 
new paint. It was installed on 
the grassy hillside beside the 
new brick buildings, providing 
three temporary classrooms.

Murphy’s Law says if 
anything can go wrong, it will. 
Trust teenagers to figure out 
the rickety old doors could 
be locked from the inside. 
One teacher, Mr. Drew, was 
required to walk considerable 
distance. He always arrived 
late during third period. Sure 
enough, one day he was de-
nied entrance. The mixed class 
of boys and girls had locked 
the door. Neither he, nor the 
students, realized this simple 
prankish act would create a 
regrettable incident.

Mr. Drew, an average-sized 
young man with a neat mus-
tache, had recently graduated 
from college. A first-year 
teacher, students couldn’t 
resist discovering how much 
nonsense they could generate 
with no punishment. This guy 
was up a stump — couldn’t 
open a locked door.

He shaded his eyes and 
looked in the lone existing 
window. Most of the students 
were visible, laughing and 
enjoying his predicament. No 
hurry to grant admission.

Mr. Drew smiled at first, 
accepting their prank with 
good humor. He gestured for 
them to open the door. Half a 
minute later he gestured a sec-
ond time. The door remained 
locked. Enough was enough. 
He wasn’t going to beg. Now 
it was let the chips fall where 
they may. Mr. Drew uncorked 
a hard kick to the doorknob as 
John Wayne would do in the 
movies. To his surprise, it flew 
open with super force. Wood 

Teacher 
takes John 
Wayne to 
heart

See REYNOLDS, Page 9B

It was 397 years ago that the 
Wampanoag helped the Pil-
grims survive the harsh winter 
of 1620-21. The Wampanoag 
shared more than just food. 
They shared their knowledge 
and technology. 

Wampanoag means Peo-
ple of the Rising Sun. They 
were one of the Algonquian 
tribes that inhabited the 
Northeast where they had 
been for 10,000 years since 
the last ice age. They had 
some knowledge of Euro-
peans from 500 years earlier 
when Eric the Red discovered 
North America, but those 
were old stories steeped in 
myth. Despite their apprehen-
sion, the Wampanoag were 
responsible for saving the Pil-

grims from starvation during 
the first terrible winter.

The Wampanoag shared 
food, taught 
farming 
techniques 
and helped 
them 
survive. In 
November 
1621, the 
Pokanoket 
tribe of the 
Wampano-
ag celebrat-

ed the first Thanksgiving with 
the Pilgrims. That first meal 
most likely did not include 
turkey. The Pilgrims brought 
ducks, geese and seafood. Na-
tive Americans came with five 
deer. Other possible foods on 

the banquet table included 
onions, beans, lettuce and 
corn meal as mush. Cranber-
ries were gathered, along with 
pumpkin and squash. These 
were all native produce shared 
with the Pilgrims. There were 
no potatoes as those came 
from South American and 
were taken to Europe prior 
to being brought to North 
America.

Each of the eastern tribes 
was small and at their peak 
each never had more than 
12,000 members. What the 
Native Americans knew came 
from careful observation 
and scientific method. By 
observing animals they identi-
fied plants with potential as 
food or medical uses. They 

conducted experiments and 
collected knowledge.

Their math was primarily 
used for counting and track-
ing the calendar. They knew 
exactly when seasons would 
change. They were meticu-
lous observers of the heavens 
but lacked a strong written 
language. Instead, they shared 
stories.

 Humans are communal 
and story tellers. A good 
example is how they shared 
knowledge of the stars with 
memorable stories. The 
constellation Corona Borealis 
in western culture is an arc of 
stars looking like a crown be-
tween Bootes and Hercules. 
To the Choctaw People, it was 
a spider.

They told a tale of how man 
acquired fire. The world was 
dark but the gods had fire. 
The opossum said, “I will steal 
fire for us.” He hid fire in his 
great bushy tail but it burnt 
his fur. To this day the opos-
sum has a bare scaly tail. Next 
the buzzard said I will fly east 
and steal fire. When he tucked 
fire into his beautiful head 
feathers it scalded them and 
leaving him with a wrinkly 
red and black head. Finally, 
grandmother spider promised 
to get it. She slowly crawled 
to the east, spun a web to cap-
ture a small piece and dragged 
it back giving man fire. Mem-
orable stories are how they 
preserved knowledge.

Native American knowledge and science saved Pilgrims

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

We came up short on the 
noodles on Thanksgiving. 
Most of them were clinging to 
the kitchen 
ceiling. 
Those that 
were not 
decorated 
the stove, 
floor and 
walls. 
Strands 
dropped like 
rain. The 
noodles on 
my mom’s hair reminded me of 
yellow ribbons.

My vocabulary expanded 
that day; I tried looking in the 
dictionary to find out what 
“XXZ$#&**” meant. Another 
puzzler was “*##&*!%**#!” 
They do not put words like 
that in dictionaries; such things 
are important to a kid. The 
more words you know, the 
greater the respect from your 
peers.

The Great Pressure Cooker 
Explosion of 1952 still rever-
berates out there in space. 
Right about now aliens are 
picking up the blast. There is a 
slight chance they have defec-
tive pressure cookers.

We fought over what was left 
of the noodles. I love noodles. I 
would have been contented to 
scoop them off the floor to eat 
– the heck with the five-second 
rule.

When you are eight years 
old, you do not get to eat noo-
dles off the floor. The practice 
was limited to the family dog 
and my baby brother. He – and 
the dog – would eat anything. 
Which I could understand – 
earthworms were my favorite 
dish as a toddler.

Oliver Twist begged the 
fat master: “Please, sir, I want 
some more.” I tried that on my 
father, who was normally a 
generous man. When it came 
to noodles, though, he was as 
miserly as Scrooge.

I thought he was selfish at 
the time, but age and seniority 
ameliorates guilt. Now, if you 
want the last of the noodles, you 
have to go through me. As for 
the mashed potatoes, I will fight 
to the death. It is an Irish thing.

Grandfather Childress 
brought his oysters in sauce to 
the Thanksgiving dinner. They 
were raw and slid down your 
throat. I have not eaten them 
since he died. Grandfathers are 
a hard thing to lose; they are so 
necessary.

Noodle 
shortage 
threatens  
holiday

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

See CODGER, Page 9B

See COOKIES, Page 2B

Gary Henry/ The Prairie Press

Pferrenusse, a German spice cookie, comes fresh from Ruth Patchett’s oven. Patchett volunteered to bake traditional 
German Christmas cookies for refreshments following a Dec. 5 concert by German organist Albrecht von Gaudecker on 
the pipe organ at Grace Lutheran Church.
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LEBKUCHEN 

1 egg     
     3/4 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup honey   
      1/2 cup dark molasses 

1/4 cup softened butter  
      3 cups sifted flour   
      1-1/4 tsp. nutmeg   
      1-1/4 tsp. cinnamon   
      1/2 tsp. clove   
      1/2 tsp. allspice   
      1/2 tsp. baking soda  
      1/2 cup slivered blanched almonds 
      1/2 cup mixed candied fruit and

peels

In food processor beat egg, add 

brown sugar and butter, mix till fluffy, 
add molasses and honey. Stir together 
dry ingredients and add to processor 
bowl; mix well. Add fruit and nuts. Mix 
till incorporated. Chill mixture covered 
several hours or over night and then roll 
dough ¼-inch thick on a lightly floured 
surface. Cut into 3-inch squares and 
then each square in half so you have a 
triangle. Bake triangles on parchment 
lined cookie sheets at 350 degrees for 
12 minutes. Remove from pan. While 
warm top with glaze: 

Glaze: Combine 1 beaten egg white, 1 
tablespoon lemon juice, 1/2 tsp. grated 
lemon peel, dash of salt and 1-1/2 cup 
powdered sugar. Makes two dozen.

Thank you Albrecht von Gaudeck-
er for inspiring me to make German 
Christmas cookies this year. 

Von Gaudecker, 
a world-renowned 
organist, is perform-
ing 6:30 p.m. Dec. 5, 
at Grace Lutheran 
Church and during 
planning for the 
event, it was decided 
a taste of German 
refreshments was 
needed along with 
standard American 
cookies at a reception afterwards. 

Our church social committee was 
discussing how to find traditional 
German cookies for the reception, 
and I volunteered to bake some – 
thinking it might be fun to write 
about making these cookies. Each 
Christmas season I make chocolate 

Adventures in German baking

RUTH 
PATCHETT
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY SPRINGERLE

4 eggs at room temperature     
     2 cups granulated sugar

2 t. melted butter cooled  
      1 1/2 tsp. baking powder

1/4 tsp. salt   
     4 cups sifted flour

1 tsp.  lemon zest   
      anise seed

1 tsp. anise extract  
 

Beat eggs until thick and lemon 
colored. Add sugar gradually and beat 
an additional 10 minutes. Beat in butter.

Sift together flour, baking powder 
and salt. Gradually add to mixture. 

Add anise extract. Chill dough at least 
one hour. On board dusted lightly 
with confectioners sugar roll dough to 
3/8-inch thick with regular rolling pin. 
Use springerle rolling pin to roll on top 
and make molded carving designs. Cut 
cookies apart and place flat side on 
top of a parchment paper lined baking 
sheet, which has been sprinkled very 
lightly with anise seed. Let sit overnight 
to dry and bake in a 325-degree oven 
the next day for 12 minutes. Cookies 
should be very light in color when 
baked. Store in tin and let sit for three 
weeks so the cookies will absorb the 
anise flavor. If the cookies are too hard 
soften with a slice of fresh apple.

PFEFFERNUSSEE

1/3 cup dark corn syrup  
     1/3 cup honey

1/3 cup sugar   
     1/3 cup butter

2 beaten eggs   
     3 cups all purpose flour

1-1/4 tsp. baking soda  
      1/2 tsp. cloves

1/4 tsp. allspice   
     1 tsp. cinnamon

1/2 tsp. nutmeg   
     dash of black pepper

In a saucepan combine corn 
syrup, sugar, honey and butter. 
Cook and stir till sugar and butter 
melts. Cool. Stir in beaten eggs. Sift 
together flour and spices along with 
soda. Add to honey mixture. Chill and 
then roll into one-inch balls. Flatten 
slightly and place on parchment 
lined cookie sheet. Bake for 10 min-
utes in 375-degree oven. Cool on wire 
rack and sift powdered sugar over 
cookies. Makes four dozen.

covered cherry cookies, because my 
daughter loves them, but I have never 
made springerle, lebkuchen or pfer-
renusse, traditional German cookies. 
Though the recipes I am using are 
probably very old, they were a new 
challenge to me. 

Springerle cookies are made using 
a special rolling pin with carved de-
signs on it or using molds to imprint 
a design on the rolled out cookie 
dough. Decorating the top of my 

kitchen cabinet and gathering dust is 
one of those rolling pins, and it real-
ly was time to wash it and finally use 
it for what it was designed for. In my 
research for the perfect recipe, I read 
antique stores are the place to buy 
these rolling pins. I am glad I have 
always held on to the one I believe 
belonged to my husband’s grand-
mother.  

Looking through countless recipes 

MUSIC AND FOOD ARE HARMONIOUS
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

The Lakota Crafter

Christmas 

Dec. 1   
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Dec. 2  
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Hours by appointment 

call 217-822-4443

Open 
House

911 S. Main St., Paris, IL
E-Mail: lakotacrafter@frontier.com

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

COOKIES
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE 
PRESS

Cub Scout Pack 8 com-
pleted a holiday food drive 
and collected $174.40 in 
cash and 473 pounds of 
food for the Compassionate 
Food Ministry food pantry. 
The Cub Scouts also did 
spaghetti supper fundraiser 
for the first time in October 
at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. All items, including 
the hall were donated for the 
event through the generous 
support of the VFW, Mc-
Donald’s Burger King, Pros-
pect Bank, Parker’s Savoia’s 
Pizza, Pearman Pharmacy, 
Daniel Bride, Smiles by An-
gie and the Scout families.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Nov. 8, at the Highland 
Manor Community Room.  

Club members recognized 
were: Jo Ellen Cox, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Saunny 
Preston, KOPS weekly best 
loser and food drawing win-
ner; Janet Embry was recog-
nized for her fourth 10-pound 
weight loss and was the best 
walker; and Ruth Ann Knight 
won the walking drawing.  

Members walked 47 miles 
for the week.

Jill Hoffman’s program 
was about the importance of 
sleep.   

TOPS #IL 1563 met briefly 
Thursday, Nov. 15, because of 
inclement weather.  

Club members recognized 
were: Lynn Moody, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Brenda Lil-
ley, KOPS weekly best loser 
and won the walking drawing 
winner; and Ruth Ann Knight 
won the food chart drawing.

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. Visitors and new 
members are always welcome 
and more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 Tuesday, 

Nov. 18, with 15 members 
weighing in and 14 attending 
the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Catherine Butler, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly best 
loser; Carmen Minge, KOPS 
drawing winner; and Janice 
Stevens, three-weeks loser.

Patty Felgenhauer delivered 
a program on fire safety.

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh in is 5:45-6:50 p.m. 
The meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
More information is available 
by calling 217-808-0078 or 
217-822-0953.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

“Ornaments” a play fea-
turing six Christmas sto-
ries in one act is 7 p.m. 
Nov. 30 and Dec.1 at the 

Charleston Alley Theatre 
and again 8 p.m. Dec. 7, 
7 p.m. Dec. 8 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 9 in the Lone Elm 
Room at the Mattoon 
Train Station.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A nutrition and wellness 
series, offered by University of 
Illinois Extension, focuses on 
healthier menu items, cooking 
from the home pantry, eating 
for cognitive health and cook-
ing for one or two. There is 
even a session to learn about 
four new kitchen appliances 
that can make life easier. 

The first session of the se-

ries, “Dining Out without 
Filling Out,” is 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 12, in the 
meeting room of the Paris 
Public Library. Extension Ed-
ucator Mary Liz Wright dis-
cusses how to fit restaurant 
dining into a healthy eating 
plan. She will also discuss how 
to navigate the holiday par-
ty buffet without sabotaging 
health.

Other topics in the nu-

trition and wellness series 
include “What’s New in the 
Kitchen,” Jan. 8; “Cooking 
from Your Cabinet,” Feb. 27; 
“Eating for Cognitive Health,” 
March 27; and “Cooking for 
One or Two,” May 1. 

All classes are 1:30 p.m. ex-
cept for the Jan. 8 class, which 
is at 6 p.m. There is no cost to 
attend but participants should 
call the library at 217-463-
3950 to reserve a seat.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

KANSAS – The Tri-
County Booster Club is 
hosting a chili cook-off 5 
p.m. Nov. 30 in the Kansas 
gym. First, second and 
third place trophies will be 
awarded.

Competitors are needed 
to bring a pot of chili to 
share. The registration 
deadline to enter the 
cook-off is Nov. 28. More 
information about entering 
is available by contacting 
Shiloh, Kansas or Oakland 
schools

MILESTONES

Betty Johnson celebrating 
90th birthday in Newman

Betty Johnson of New-
man will celebrate her 90th 
birthday Friday, December 
7th.

Betty and her late hus-
band, Keith ‘Pete’ Johnson, 
farmed more than 50 years 
in the Hume, Chrisman, 
Ridge Farm and Newman 
area. 

Her daughters are honor-
ing her with a card shower. 

Please send cards to: 
Betty Johnson, c/o Leigh 
Snyder, 8059 E 2525 Rd., 
Metcalf, Ill., 61940.

TOPS groups meet in November 

Free U of I extension 
programs at Paris Library

Cub Scout 
food drive 
hauls in 
donations

“Ornaments” play opens soon 
for Charleston, Mattoon

Entries 
needed 
for chili 
cook-off 
in Kansas

in old cookbooks and on the 
Internet, I chose one using 
regular baking powder. Many 
old recipes called for dry 
powdered ammonia, which 
needs to be purchased from 
a pharmacy. Thinking it was 
already a challenge to find the 
anise spice I went with a recipe 
using standard baking powder.   

It was good, and I started 
early on the springerle, as all 
recipes say it is best if made at 
least three weeks in advance in 
order for the anise flavoring to 
be infused in the cookies. 

German pfeffernuesse is 
another cookie I wanted to 
make, not only because I like 
the name, but also because I 
could use some Tom Patch-
ett honey. Pferffernuesse is 
similiar to gingerbread with 
lots of spices, including a dash 
of black pepper. The dough 
is rolled into balls for baking, 
but my mother-in-law advised 
flattening them slightly before 
baking, which I did. 

 Another cookie I decided 
to make is lebkuchen. Leb-
kuchen calls for nuts and fruit, 

which I had on hand because 
I like to make biscotti, an 
Italian cookie. The instructions 
called for beating ingredients 
in a bowl, but I found another 
recipe suggesting making it in 
a food processor. I decided on 
the food processor method 
with the thought if it did not 
work I could make it again the 
other way. After all, cookies are 
said to be the result of a failure, 
when someone was trying to 
make a cake that did not rise.

These cookies, and other 
treats, follow von Gaudecker’s 
recital. He is a native of Han-
nover, Germany, and studied 
sacred music at the Hoch-
schule fur Musik in Weimar, 
Hamburg and Lubeck and has 
performed recitals throughout 
Germany, Austria, Poland and 
the Netherlands, as well as 
other European countries and 
the U.S.A. 

What is really exciting 
about this opportunity to 
hear a world-class organist 
is that he is performing on a 
world-class organ. The pipe 
organ at Grace Lutheran was 
the last instrument built by 
Lawrence Phelps, a noted 
organ builder, who built 

organs around the U.S.A. and 
the world. A few years ago, 
while touring the Air Force 
Academy chapel in Colorado 
Springs, I saw another Phelps 
organ, and it was truly a work 
of art. 

At Grace Lutheran Church 
we have two wonderful 
organists, Judy Carroll and 
Jeannie Taylor, for which we 
are truly blessed. Each Sunday 
when they play, even those 
of us who are not first class 
singers, sound good. Friends 
who have come to various 
services have often said, “You 
people love to sing.” We do, 
and how exciting it will be for 
all attending the concert to 
not only hear great music but 
to join in and sing some favor-
ite seasonal hymns during the 
concert. 

How appropriate this event 
is Dec. 5, which happens 
to be the eve of the Feast of 
St. Nicholas. In Germany, 
children put out their shoes 
the evening of Dec. 5, with 
the hope that in the morning 
they will find St. Nicholas has 
filled them with treats. 

Local children may not get 
a treat in their shoe but they 

will benefit from the concert 
as the $5 admission fee all 
goes to support the Grace 
Lutheran Child Development 
Center. Only 120 tickets are 
available so it is important to 
contact the church at 217-
466-1215 to purchase tickets 
or for more information.

An interesting side note 
about the Phelps organ at 
Grace Lutheran Church is 
Phelps refused to design 
or build it until the church 
removed the almost new 
carpeting and replaced it 
with tile. Phelps wanted the 
acoustics to be correct and a 
carpeted floor did not work. 

Here is a hint for those not 
familiar with Grace Lutheran 
Church while attending the 
concert – watch for people 
in the audience sitting in 
their stocking feet. It has 
nothing to do with the feast 
of St. Nicholas. Most likely 
it is because the radiant heat 
coming through a title floor 
feels wonderful. Thank you 
Mr. Phelps.

Please join us Dec. 5 and 
be warmed and blessed by the 
beautiful music clear down to 
your toes. 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, en-
gagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 
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Your locally owned pharmacy committed to serving the people of Edgar County.

116 West Court Street 
Paris, IL

   Steve Benefiel, R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

(217) 465-8455
Justine Bogue, PharmD

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE
MEDICARE PART D PLAN CONSULTATION

217.465.8455

Steve Benefiel R.PH. - Dustin Melton R.PH. - Denise Allanson R.PH.
Justine Bogue, PharmD - Ryan Inel PharmD

Located inside the 
Paris Family Medical Center

Your locally owned pharmacies committed to serving Edgar County.

NATIONAL 
PHARMACY 

MONTH!

Steve Benefiel R.PH. - Dustin Melton R.PH.
Denise Allanson R.PH. - Ryan Imel PharmD

 

Justine Bogue, PharmD

Located 

inside the 
Paris 
Family 
Medical 
Center

Your locally owned pharmacies committed to serving Edgar County.

116 W. Court St.  |  Paris

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE  
MEDICARE PART D PLAN CONSULTATION

Which plan is best for you? 
What meets your needs? 

What’s the most affordable plan?

CALL TODAY!
Open Enrollment: Now-December 6thOpen Enrollment: Now-December 7th

CALL TODAY!
Jackie Owen, PharmD

“When September comes each year 
and the first school bells ring there 
always awakens within us to get our 
books out and follow their summons.” 
Mabel Swain Estes

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

Mabel Swain Estes and her brother, 
Tom Swain, were educated in the one-
room rural schools of Edgar County 
during the last quarter of the 19th 
century.

She writes of the time when she 
was six years old in 1887 and starting 
school. She dressed in her second best 
dress, grabbed her Sheldon’s primer, 
a double slate protected with felt, her 
new dinner bucket and headed out 
the door. She then went through a 
cornfield so the Whitmer girls could 
accompany her, then through Dick 
Ogle’s woods and pasture. The girls 
crossed Sugar Creek on an old bridge 
and up the hill to Sugar Creek Point 
School. 

This was a one-room, one-story 
brick building constructed for a 
meetinghouse and school. Church 
was held there occasionally, and it 
had a board fence on two sides of the 
schoolyard. There were hand painted 
signs on the fence advertising some of 
the businesses in Paris like Scholem’s 
Dry Goods, Easton School Supplies, 
Owen and Miller Boots and Shoes, 
O. B. Gordon Groceries, Nussbaum 
Men’s Hats and Clothes and many 
others. That schoolhouse still stands 

and has been made into a home on 
1200th Road, just a quarter of a mile 
west of the bridge on the south side. 

Estes’ first teacher was John 
Burchitt, a gentle and just teacher, who 
walked out from Paris every morning 
to teach. He chose one afternoon 
each week for an elocution day where 
students presented information and 
their thoughts. 

Mr. Savage taught next using a new 
style of teaching called manual and 
guide, which was at first confusing 

to the students. He also adapted 
information from the state reading 
associations that had books for reading 
and became known as English Class. 

After the men teachers, she had 
two young women teachers who were 
taught by Savage. They were Lelia Pear 
and Ella Whitmer, who later married 
a Swain. Pear went on to teach in Paris 
Schools. Ella Dillon from Scottland 
appeared next and stayed in the home 
of Charles Graham, just west of the 

(Editor’s note: The weekly 
Illinois Bicentennial series is 
brought to you by the Illinois 
Associated Press Media Editors 
and Illinois Press Association. 
More than 20 newspapers are 
creating stories about the state’s 
history, places and key moments 
in advance of the Bicentennial on 
Dec. 3, 2018. Stories published 
up to this date can be found at 
200illinois.com.

BY DANN GIRE
The (Arlington Heights) Daily Herald

Maybe Illinois has pro-
duced so many cool mov-
ies because it offers such a 
vastly diverse spectrum of 
locations to tell highly visual 
stories.

Or maybe our state has 
pumped out impressive pic-
tures because the Illinois Film 
Office and Chicago Film Of-

fice cut through red tape for 
appreciative filmmakers.

Or, maybe Illinois seals 
those deals with its attractive 
30-percent tax credit on film 
production costs. (Being the 
only state in the union with a 
diversity provision as part of 
its tax credits can’t hurt.)

Many local scenes turn up 
in iconic Illinois-filmed mo-
tion pictures such as “The 
Blues Brothers,” “Ferris Buel-
ler’s Day Off,” “Home Alone,” 
“The Breakfast Club” and 
“The Fugitive.” 

Here are eight others filmed 
at locations across the state 
that are worth a special men-
tion, too.

1. “Dig Two Graves” — 
Hunter Adams’ horror tale 
hails from the comic book 
tradition of “Tales from the 
Crypt,” but it stands on its own 

as a crisply edited, surprising 
display of craftsmanship on 
a budget. Adams fell in love 
with the rich, diverse and tru-
ly creepy locations in several 
counties at the state’s southern 
tip, where he whisks us into a 
rural nightmare of Kubrickian 

symmetry. The railroad tun-
nel at Tunnel Hill in Johnson 
County figures in, as do Mar-
ion’s town square, downtown 
Vienna and Ferne Clyffe State 
Park near Goreville.

2. “Munger Road” — St. 
Charles writer/director Nich-

olas Smith and a crew of young 
filmmakers from Chicago’s Co-
lumbia College shot this atmo-
spheric suburban legend horror 
tale over 16 nights in Bartlett, 
St. Charles, Elburn, Geneva and 
Sugar Grove. Smith was 26 at 
the time. Set during St. Charles’ 
annual Scarecrow Festival, the 
story involves an escaped seri-
al killer and two teen couples 
stuck over a set of railroad tracks 
allegedly haunted by the ghosts 
of children killed in a fiery crash.

3. “Groundhog Day” — 
The town of Punxsutawney 
got so miffed that Harold Ra-
mis chose suburban Wood-
stock to play the Pennsylvania 
town in Danny Rubin’s super-
natural comedy it refused to 
allow the real Punxsutawney 
Phil to appear in the movie. 
Too bad that Punxsutawney’s 

COMPILED BY NED JENISON
 Former Editor and Publisher
 Paris Beacon-News

The following articles are taken 
from the pages of the Paris Daily 
Beacon for the week of Nov. 18-24, 
1918, and from the Paris Beacon-
News for the same week in 1968, 
reflecting the events of the Paris 
community 100 and 50 years ago 
this week.

KIMBLE BOX SUPPER
A well-attended box supper was 

given at the Kimble school, taught 
by Miss Flossie Wilson, Friday night. 
A sum of $52.62 was cleared.

Allen Bell won a pair of baby 
socks for having the largest feet. A 
jar of pickles for the most love-sick 
couple fell to Lawson Kimble and 
Miss Flossie Wilson.

Miss Wilson also won a box of 
candy for being the prettiest girl.

HORSES DASH THRU THE CITY
A team of horses belonging to 

Willis Resser ran away Wednesday 
morning while loading a trunk at 
the Vandalia freight office, the 
horses became frightened, running 
north on Central to the railroad. 
They were stopped by the gates of 
the Big Four.

The horses received several 
cuts. Dr. McGurty was called to 
treat them.

RAILROAD THREATENS TO QUIT
Bondholders of the Sidell & 

Olney Railroad, a short line running 
through Edgar County, have 
written grain men along the route 
that unless a buyer is obtained 
for the road, its operation will 
be discontinued in January. The 
chief business of the road is the 
shipment of corn.

GOLD STAR FOR TAFLINGER
A committee of three ladies of 

the Christian Church placed the 
Gold Star on their service flag for 
Floyd Taflinger Friday afternoon. He 
was the first Paris boy to be killed 
in action in France, and no amount 
of honor paid him is sufficient.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
PARAGRAPHS OPENING

Paragraphs, Inc., a new gift 
shop, personalized shopping 
service, bridal service and travel 
service all rolled into one, will open 
the end of this month in quarters 
formerly occupied by Dr. P. E. 
Fleener at 110 West Washington 
street. The shop is being opened by 
Mrs. Martha Colson and Mrs. Mare 
Dickmeyer.

SITE CLEARED
Clearing of the site of the old 

Foley auto salvage yard, including 
the 1888 Methodist Protestant 
church, has been competed much 
to the improvement of North Main 
street.

Roland Ray has purchased 
the north part of the tract and 
plans to remodel and expand 
his Laundromat to include an 
automatic car wash. Immediate 
south a new used car lot is being 
established by George “Jiggs” 
Lamb.

PIONEER ASTRO WINS
CHICAGO – Management 

made it official that the corporate 
battle to acquire Bastian-Blessing, 
Chicago based industry with a food 
service equipment plant in Paris 
has been ended with Pioneer Astro 
Industries Inc., the winner.

FARM-CITY WEEK LUNCHEON
The myth of the “dream” 

family farm was contrasted with 
the reality of today’s changing 
agri-business enterprise at 
the annual “Farm-City Week” 
observance.

Guest speaker for the joint 
meeting of the Paris Rotary 
and Kiwanis Clubs was Dr. John 
Hopkins of the Department of 
Agricultural Economics from 
the University of Illinois. A large 
number of farm and agricultural 
business guests filled the Elks 
ballroom for the luncheon 
program.

OUT OF THE PAST Film history plot twist

After Thanksgiving I am 
wondering about which is 
more important, the thanks 
or the 
giving. 

Let’s 
look at 
the being 
thankful 
first, which 
came 
before the 
traditional 
feast asso-
ciated with 
Thanksgiving. In September 
1565, the Spaniards held a 
three-day celebration based 
on their successful journey 
to the new world. The Cath-
olic followers petitioned 
God with their prayers of 
thankfulness for finding a 
safe landing spot and for the 
friendly Native Americans. 
A feast was then served in 
which the explorers and 
Indians shared. 

It is unlikely turkey, 
cranberries or dressing were 
served. 

Another group of Span-
ish colonist held a celebra-
tion in 1598 after struggling 
across the Chihuahuan 
Desert and arriving at 
the waters of Rio Grande 
River. This area eventually 
became El Paso. The party 
was glad they survived and 
offered prayers to their 
God. A three-day event 
celebrating the achievement 
was shared with the native 
people of the area. These 
two happenings were not 
carried out with the name 
Thanksgiving although the 
people celebrating these 
events certainly were glad 
they had survived, and they 
thanked their creator.

A more lasting tradition 
was started by the London 
Company, which strictly 
ordered their new colonists 
with this admonishment: 
“We ordain that the day of 
our ships arrival shall be 
yearly and perpetually kept 
holy as a day of thanksgiv-
ing to almighty God.” This 
was on Dec. 4, 1619, as the 
settlers landed in Virginia. 
This group used the word 
“thanksgiving” first.

Then came the 
Pilgrims who arrived in 
America fleeing religious 

History 
of thanks 
and giving 

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

The one-room legacy
Special to The Prairie Press

Sugar Creek Point School started as a one-room, rural school. It was later converted into a private home on 1200th Road.

See FILMS, Page 4B

See SCHOOL, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

Maple Grove School is one of the schools Mabel Swain Estes attended as a child. 

Special to The Prairie Press

The 1987 film “The Untouchables” showcased Chicago landmarks 
such as The Rookery building, left. Paramount Pictures

Hollywood has the glamour, but Illinois is the scenic host of many box office classics

EDGAR COUNTY’S HISTORIC SCHOOLS
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PUBLIC NOTICE
By Edgar County 

Supervisor of Assessments
Deena Hasler

The Township and/or Multi-Township
Assessors Annual Real Estate

Instructional Meeting

Conducted by the Supervisor of Assessments
will be held (in accordance with 

35ILCS 200/9-15)
on December 6th, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.

at the Edgar County Assessor’s Office
111 N. Central, Paris, IL  

This meeting is open to the public.

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL 61924

hrisman Cafe´
Ph. 217-269-2826

Hrs: Sunday & Monday 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Breakfast Buffet: Saturday & Sunday 7 a.m-10:30 a.m.
Lunch Buffet: Everyday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Supper Buffet: Tuesday-Saturday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Delivery: NEW! Offering local deliveries!

Call us for all your catering needs.

We have marketing plans  
for every budget!
101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

Not advertising
is like

blowing kisses
in the dark …

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

SCHOOL
FROM PAGE 3B

FILMS
FROM PAGE 3B

Special to The Prairie Press

Pilot Grove School educated rural children in 1890s and was 
still in service in the 1940s when this photo was made. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In honor of the Illinois 
Bicentennial, Roger Stan-
ley is doing a PowerPoint 
presentation 2 p.m. Dec. 
2 at the Edgar County 
Historical Museum An-
nex relating incidents of 
historical importance 
that happened before, 
during and after Illinois 
became the 21st state. A 
special historical guest 
is scheduled to make an 
appearance and light re-
freshments follow. The 
program is open to the 
public.

December
Bicentennial 
program at 
museum

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Order your Christmas Hams!

Cube Steak
Tenderized Pork Tenderloin
Tenderized Chicken Breast

Town Center didn’t look good 
on camera, according to Ra-
mis. Woodstock turned its 
movie fame into an annual 
“Groundhog Day” festival.

4. “Contagion” — Steven 
Soderbergh’s 2011 virus-pan-
demic thriller shot scenes all 
over the suburbs, most nota-
bly at the old Sherman Hospi-
tal in Elgin and the Central El-
ementary School in Wilmette. 
A key grocery scene (with 
Matt Damon) was filmed in 
downtown Western Springs. 
Even Waukegan got into the 
act, with its Amstutz Express-
way acting the role of Chica-
go’s Dan Ryan Expressway.

5. “The Fury” — Much of 
Brian De Palma’s stylistically 
sleazy 1978 horror movie was 
shot in Chicago. It used the 
same room from Chicago’s 
now-extinct Plymouth Hotel 

that was later used in 1980’s 
“The Blues Brothers.” But 
the film’s best claim to fame 
was the deadly carnival ride 
filmed in the once-immensely 
popular Old Chicago indoor 
amusement park in Boling-
brook.

6. “The Untouchables” — 
Brian De Palma returned to 
the Windy City to shoot a 
1987 version of the popular 
TV series starring Robert 
Stack and created one of the 
two best films to showcase the 
city of Chicago as an essential 
presence on the silver screen.

The highlight? The slow-mo-
tion gunfight on the steps at 
Union Station, a breathlessly 
constructed homage to the fa-
mous Odessa Steps Sequence 
from Sergei Eisenstein’s semi-
nal 1926 silent Russian master-
piece “Battleship Potemkin.”

7. “The Dark Knight” ¬— 
The second film to showcase 
the city of Chicago as an es-

sential presence on the silver 
screen. Except now, the dark 
and gritty Windy City plays 
the role of the even darker 
and grittier Gotham City in 
Christopher Nolan’s 2008 
Batman movie. 

The highlight? A carefully 
planned explosive flip of an 
18-wheeler upside down in 
the middle of LaSalle Street. 
No digital effects needed.

8. “Lucas” — This 1986 
high school coming-of-age 
drama shot several scenes in 
Glen Ellyn (including Glen-
bard West High School, Lake 
Ellyn Park and The Glen 
Theatre) plus Highland Park 
High School and, most no-
tably, Arlington High School 
in Arlington Heights, which 
had been closed before being 
transformed into the Chris-
tian Liberty Academy. 

The movie gave Glen Ellyn 
actor Tom Hodges his first 
speaking role.

Special to The Prairie Press
Grace Green was a teacher at 
Pilot Grove School during the 
1890s, although this photo is 
unlikely contemporary to her 
time at the school.

school about a half-mile. This 
teacher was known for leading 
her students in song with or-
gan accompaniment by Anna 
Morris or one of the Parson 
girls. Some of the families in 
the Sugar Creek area then 
were: Brown, Means, Hoover, 
Hamilton, Bussart, Shipley, 
Claybaugh, Devers, Givens 
and Baker. 

In the winter of 1891, the 
Swain family moved to Buck 
Township and Mabel and Tom 
Swain started attending Pilot 
Grove School. Their teacher 
was a young man by the name 
of Orah O’Hair, who had just 
graduated from the college at 
Greencastle, Ind. The first stu-
dents she met at Pilot Grove 
were Herbert and Grace Lycan, 
Cleveland Preston, Charles and 
Frank Englum, Myrtle and Stel-
la Wright and Stella Querry. 

The end of February 
brought bad weather as the se-
mester ended and the students 
did not attend for about anoth-
er month. Blanch Schendeker 
began as their teacher. She 
lived in Paris, but drove her 
horse named Dick to school 
each day. During that time 
several new students began at-
tending as more people were 

persecution, however, over 
half of the settlers were 
people hired to protect the 
Puritans’ interests. The first 
winter was harsh filled with 
sickness and a meager food 
supply. They lost almost half 
of their people as a result. The 
next year with the help of the 
Indians they had a bumper 
crop. 

Although there was not 
an established holiday of 
thanksgiving, it was more of 
a traditional harvest festival 
that lasted for three days. 
They were involved with 
hunting and bringing home 
the turkey, which is what they 
called many wild fowl at that 
time in history. They most 
definitely shared venison 
with the Indians, but they ate 
boiled pumpkin instead of 
pumpkin pie. Potatoes at that 
time were considered poison-
ous, and they lacked domestic 
milk or beef cattle, so that 
meant no mashed potatoes 
and milk gravy. 

Other options on the table 
were fish, berries, lobster, 
clams, dried fruit and plums. 
It may have been what we tra-
ditionally think of as the first 
Thanksgiving, but it was not 
even repeated the next year.

It was 1676 before a more 

traditional observation was 
named Thanksgiving. That 
year the governing bodies 
of Massachusetts proposed 
that June 29 be set aside for 
a thanksgiving, which cele-
brated the colonists victory 
over what the legislature 
termed the heathen natives. 
This was much different than 
the relationships the Pilgrims 
had with the Indians. It is not 
sure how long the tradition 
lasted. 

In October 1777, there was 
a thanksgiving celebration to 
toast the victory of the colo-
nists over the British at Sara-
toga. It was only a one-time 
affair. It seems the people of 
our country held celebrations 
that toasted significant events, 
but no real tradition for a set 
time and reason for thanks-
giving. 

Sarah Josepha Hale, and 
40 years of editorials, finally 
convinced Abraham Lincoln 
to proclaim the last Thursday 
in November to be a national 
day of thanksgiving. The 
date was altered to the fourth 
Thursday of November by the 
sanctioning act of Congress 
in 1941.

I know being a farmer I 
am happy to see most crops 
harvested and the hope of 
continued good harvests and 
full bellies. When Pilgrims 
faced dire circumstances and 

then had good fortune the 
next year they felt a need to 
give thanks. 

I believe that was more 
important than the feasting 
and celebration. Just as we are 
going through a tough time 
in our country and the whole 
world is faced with many 
horrible things, we should be 
thankful for what we have, 
and we shouldn’t crave what 
others have. 

It is more about the giving 
part of Thanksgiving to make 
us aware of how to say thanks. 
We must give our best. We 
must teach wisely and take 
what we are given and do the 
best with it. 

Wouldn’t it just be won-
derful if we all could give 
more and realize that we do 
not have to take from others? 
Let’s give the glory to God 
our Father and then realize 
how much we have to be 
thankful for. 

I guess what I am really 
saying is just like so many of 
the examples I used, we must 
give thanks, no matter the 
date and no matter the cause, 
because we have been given 
the greatest of all things, life 
by our creator. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

moving to Buck Township. 
They were: Will Sims, Manor 
Mayfield, John Cash, William 
Lilly and Thomas Kelly. The 
students all admired this teach-
er’s little gold watch with a bird 
embossed on the back of it. 

Pilot Grove School was lo-
cated on 800th Street north 
of 1200th Road, about one 
mile on the east side. There is 
nothing there now, but it was 
named for a nearby farmstead 
with a large house surrounded 
by woods. It was considered to 
be a stopping place for early set-
tlers arriving in Buck Township 
and sat on a hill overlooking the 
prairie. 

The next fall a young lady by 
the name of Grace Green, who 
had just finished Paris High 
School, came to teach. Estes 
remembered that she was the 

daughter of John Green and 
had three sisters who were Jen-
nie, Jessie and Rae. 

It just so happens that Rae 
Green Stanley was my grand-
mother and John Green was 
my great-grandfather. She did 
leave out another sister named 
Elizabeth Dorcas, who mar-
ried Frank Black. Grace Green 
boarded on the Lee Cryder 
farm and was remembered for 
wearing very pretty clothes. 

Back in those days teachers 
changed often as the ladies got 
married and the men found 
new jobs. Along came Ora 
Morris, whom Estes had gone 
to school with at Sugar Creek 
Point. Estes stated this young 
teacher fresh from Paris High 
School quickly adapted to a 
pretty mature teacher, only oc-
casionally acting with girlish-

ness behavior. 
She lived about seven miles 

east of the school on the 
T.H.O. Morris farm. In good 
whether she drove a horse and 
stayed with neighbors when 
it got bad. She later married 
Will Henn and was known 
for her music ability. Estes re-
membered the students lustily 
singing “Summer Time” and 
“Lightly Rowed Our Little 
Boat.”

The final teacher she wrote 
about was Mattie Stewart, 
who lived near Maple Grove 
School, which was three miles 
east of Pilot Grove. She later 
became the first wife of Her-
bert Lycan.

Walter Kimble collected this 
information in the 1970s, and 
it is in the archives of the Edgar 
County Historical Society. 



BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Lake Ridge Christian Church 
will present its annual adult musical 
“Christmas at Lake Ridge” Dec. 1-2 
at the church on the Steidl Road.

The musical, for those from sev-
enth grade through adults, will be 
presented at 4 p.m. Dec. 1 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 2. 

There is no charge to attend, ac-
cording to Spenser Carrell, the wor-
ship minister for the congregation 
who also is the writer and director.

Carrell said the musical is marking 
its fifth anniversary with this year’s 
production.

Each year, a brand new musical is 
written with new songs, characters 
and a unique message, Carrell ex-
plained. 

“Inspiration comes from all over 
the place — passages of scripture, 
videos, pop culture and more,” he 
said.

Past productions have included 
a choir competition, a Grinch-like 
boss at a hospital, a fight between 
Raggedy Ann and Barbie, a pirate 
journey and a reality television show 
about love. The musicals are always 
a highlight of the church year, ac-
cording to those who participate.

“Each year, I look for different 
ideas and potential settings for the 
new story.  Each story contains a dif-
ferent message,” Carrell said.

While sometimes the production-
does incorporate the Nativity, “it’s 
not something that we include in ev-
ery story,” Carrell explained. “Keep-
ing Christ at the focus of Christmas, 
standing up for what’s right and 
Christ’s love for us are just a few of 
the messages we’ve shared through 
these musicals.” 

Carrell said each year the story 

goes through many rough drafts. and 
may even starts as early as the previ-
ous year.  

A rough storyboard of what will 
take place is usually finished before 
the previous musical has even been 
performed, he said.  

The script is finalized in the 
spring, the cast is put together in 
the summer, and practices begin in 
August.

 “A lot of hard work goes into 
learning all the songs, lines and cho-
reography,” Carrell observed.  “We 
utilize a mix of fun Christmas songs, 
Christmas carols, worship songs, 
Broadway hits and popular music.”

Props are rounded up —  building 
them if necessary — and work then 
begins on the stage.  

“Each year, we paint the walls and 
add all the details to transform the 
stage whether it be a hospital, a toy-
box, or a village,” he said.

Carrell emphasized one of the 
most important elements to the pro-

duction, of course, is all the people. 
“We have been blessed to have 

many people be a part of the musi-
cal each year.,” he noted. “We love to 
have everyone sharing this message 
alongside one another.  That’s what 
we want to share — the message.”  

Everyone has a million things to 
do during the Christmas season, 
Carrell said, “but we hope you’ll 
take some time to stop, laugh, sing 
along and hear the message behind 
the story.”

This year’s story involves the char-
acter Daisy,  who  learns the real defi-
nition of family at Christmas time 
when tragedy strikes and she has to 
learn how to move forward with her 
friends, family and a struggling busi-
ness, Carrell explained.

“We know there are a lot of things 
going on but we hope you’ll be able 
to attend one of our two perfor-
mances,” he concluded.

Lake Ridge Christian Church is 
located at 122 E Steidl Road in Paris.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A community Christmas 
Season Concert is planned at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
5, by the congregation of the 
Grace Lutheran Church, 711 
South Main Street in Paris.

Tickets for the concert are 
now on sale in the church of-
fice or at the door the night 
of the concert. The cost is $5. 
Proceeds will benefit the Grace 
Lutheran Child Care Center.

The concert features a va-
riety of music to celebrate 
the Christmas season, per-
formed by renowned organ-
ist Albrecht von Gaudecker, 
according to Judy Carroll, an 
organist at Grace Lutheran.

Born in Hanover , Germany, 
von Gaudecker studied sacred 
music in the cities of Weimer, 
Hamburg and Lubeck. After 
receiving his master’s degree, 
Gaudecker went on to study 

at Martin Luther Universi-
ty in Halle/Wittenberg and 
the Hochschule fur Musik in 
Leipzig, where he earned ad-

ditional graduate degrees. 
As a recitalist, von Gaudecker 

has performed throughout the 
U.S. Germany, Austria, Poland, 

the Netherlands as well as many 
other European countries. 

From 2006 through 2016, 
von Gaudecker served as 
the organist at St. Paul’s Me-
morial Episcopal Church 
in Charlottesville, Va. From 
2016-2017, he served as the 
organist at Resurrection Lu-
theran Church in Indianapo-
lis. In 2017, he accepted the 
position of music director 
at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Greencastle and 
Indianapolis.

The concert will be per-
formed on the Phelps pipe or-
gan in the Paris church. the or-
gan is unique in that the design 
was a collaboration berween 
Lutheran organ designer Paul 
Bunjew and Lawrence Phelps. 

The church balcony, where 
the organ is located, was add-
ed to accomodate the organ. 
Carroll explained the organ is 
on the balcony rail in the usu-

al ruckpositiv position behind 
the organ console. 

The organ is the last Phelps 
instrument to be built,. Phelps 
focused on and defined musi-
cal organ building for a gener-
ation in North America. 

Recognized as a scholar, an 
artist, a mechanic, an engi-
neer, a designer as well as an 
organbuilder, Phelps was first 
and foremost a musician, Car-
roll explained. He, “under-
stood that a pipe organ is re-
sponsive and relative. It must 
transcend its component 
parts to become a vehicle for 
musical communications in 
the hands of a sensitive mu-
sician.” Carroll said those in-
terested may listen to Phelps 
organs on www.youtube.com.

In addition to the concert, 
those attending will partic-
ipate in music memories, 
singing many of the favorite 
seasonal hymns, Carroll said.
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Thankful 
for the 
right
reasons

“Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving , and his 
courts with praise Give 
thanks to him; bless his 
name!”  

—Psalm 100:4

Just a few days ago we 
celebrated one of the 
favorite American holi-

days. Not 
to imply 
that other 
countries 
and other 
cultures 
don’t set 
aside days 
for giving 
thanks. 
Our 
friends to 
the north 

certainly do, though 
with a slightly different 
emphasis. 

The uniqueness of 
Thanksgiving in the U.S. 
is that it is tied to thanks 
for the specific good of 
having survived a disas-
trous first winter in the 
New World and having 
managed a respectable 
harvest at the end of the 
following summer, both 
with at least some help 
from indigenous people 
in the area.

Consider another 
specific element of 
that first thanksgiving 
celebration, compared 
with the content of the 
event as many currently 
celebrate. For the first 
participants, at least 
those who came from 
Europe, and perhaps the 
others, there was a spe-
cific benefactor in mind 
who was receiving the 
thanks they were giving 
– the God of creation. 
Many Native American 
groups worshiped the 
creator in some way and 
of course the bulk of the 
Europeans identified as 
Christians. 

What I find astound-
ing today is the fact 
that many celebrate 
Thanksgiving with no 
real connection to and, 
in some cases, without 
believing in any sort of 
supreme being. With a 
little prompting, most 
everyone can name at 
least a few things they 
are thankful for. But I 
wonder how many would 
struggle if asked who 
they are thankful to for 
those same things. 

I guess I’m asking 
whether it makes sense, 
indeed, whether it is 
possible to be thankful 
for something that has 
no source other than 
one’s self. I suppose it is 
reasonable to be thankful 
to parents for a moral 
upbringing or inherited 
wealth, to be thankful to 
one’s spouse for enhanc-
ing your life – or for 
putting up with you. But 
often the things we most 
often say we are thank-
ful for: family, health, 
friendships, even a home 
are either the work of 
our own hands or are the 
result from a secular per-
spective of dumb luck.  

Perhaps to profess 
thankfulness without 
recognition of some 
source beyond oneself 
is but another stage in 
humanity’s continuing 
tendency for each one to 
see him or herself as the 
center of universe. 

Even then, do I really 
need to thank myself ? 
Does gratitude simply 
exist in isolation, an 
emotion I feel with no 
reference point outside 
myself except those 
things for which I am 
thankful?

I believe it only makes 
sense that one give 
thanks for things he 
or she has been given, 
and that for everything 
we have been given, 

JOHN
YOUNGBLOOD
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

Christmas concert is set
Grace Lutheran’s pipe organ to be featured in seasonal music concert Wednesday, Dec. 5

Special to The Prairie Press

Albrecht von Gaudecker will be featured in a Christmas Season 
Concert at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 5, on the pipe organ at the 
Grace Lutheran Church in Paris. Proceeds from the concert will 
benefit the Grace Lutheran Child Care Center.

Homeless 
church 
finds a 
new home

WACO, Texas (RNS) — 
Tractor-trailer rigs roared 
overhead.

Cigarette smoke wafted 
in the air as a praise band 
played drums and elec-
tric guitars on a stage set 
up amid tall concrete col-
umns.

On the Sunday, Nov. 18, 
before Thanksgiving, poor 
people riding bicycles and 
pushing old grocery carts 
lined up — as they do 
every week — to eat and 
worship God underneath 
Interstate 35.

For now, a patch of grav-
el between Baylor Univer-
sity and businesses such as 
CVS Pharmacy and In-N-
Out Burger serves as the 
meeting place for Church 
Under the Bridge, which 
began with a handful of 
homeless people studying 
the Bible with pastor Jim-
my Dorrell in 1992.

“These people loved 
me when I didn’t love my-
self,” said Robert Walker, 
50, who has battled drug 
addiction and spent time 
in and out of prison. “The 
only reason why I wouldn’t 
be here is if I was incarcer-
ated.”

But next March, the 
26-year-old church — 
which serves hundreds of 
this Central Texas city’s 
neediest and most vulner-
able residents — will be-
come homeless itself.

A $300 million, mul-
tiyear widening project 
along I-35 in Waco — a 
city of about 135,000 half-
way between Dallas and 
Austin — will displace 
Church Under the Bridge.

The Texas Department 
of Transportation began 
warning Dorrell, co-found-
er and president of a min-
istry called Mission Waco, 
about the impending con-
struction several years ago. 
He jokingly refers to the 
project as, “our church re-
model.”

“They were concerned 
about us,” Dorrell said of 
the highway officials. “We 
laugh about that because 
we’re just squatters. We 
have no right to be at the 
table.”

After the Waco Tri-
bune-Herald reported on 
the church’s plight, Dor-
rell got a call from one of 
this city’s most famous 
residents: Chip Gaines, 
who with his wife, Joan-
na, starred in the HGTV 
home-improvement reality 
series “Fixer Upper.”

Gaines offered the lawn 
of Magnolia Market at the 
Silos — the couple’s pop-
ular tourist destination, 
which drew an estimated 
1.6 million visitors to Waco 
last year — as a temporary 
home for Church Under 
the Bridge.

‘CHRISTMAS AT LAKE RIDGE’ SET NEXT WEEKEND

Special to The Prairie Press

The adult musical, “Christmas at Lake Ridge” is in its fifth year, according to Spenser Carrell, who writes and directs the 
production each year. This year’s production is scheduled at 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1, or 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 2 at the church. 
The shows are free and no tickets are required.

A Lake Ridge tradition
In its fifth year, the adult 
musical brings humor, a 
message each Christmas

Special to The Prairie Press

“Christmas at Lake Ridge” is marking its fifth anniversary with its annual produc-
tion Dec. 1-2 at the church. The adult musical is written and directed by the church 
worship minister at Lake Ridge and includes a variety of music and humor. The 
production is free and open to the public.
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As many Americans gath-
ered with their loves ones for 
Thanksgiving, a timely new 
survey from Pew Research 
confirms what miles of traffic 
jams and airport lines suggest 
— family is the number one 
source Americans look to for 
meaning, fulfillment and sat-
isfaction in their lives.

The survey, conducted in 
two waves in 2017, found 
clear and consistent answers 
among all demographic 
groups, as nearly 70 percent 
of Americans mention their 
family as a source of meaning 
and fulfillment.

After family, Americans 
said they drew meaning and 
satisfaction from being out-
doors, spending time with 
friends, caring for pets and lis-
tening to music. In this wide 
range of pursuits, religion 
ranked behind those things 
as something that gave them a 
great deal of meaning.

But a fifth of Americans said 
religion is the most meaning-
ful aspect of their lives. And 
among those who do find a 
great deal of meaning in their 
religious faith, more than half 
say it is the single most im-
portant source of meaning in 
their lives.

“If you then follow up and 
ask to which of these is the 
most important source of 
meaning, there religion is a 
clear second,” said Gregory 
A. Smith, associate director 

of research at Pew, and one 
of the primary researchers of 
this survey.

No surprise, one group in 
particular stood out: Two-
thirds of evangelicals sur-
veyed said they derive a great 
deal of meaning from their re-
ligious faith. And almost half 
of evangelicals say religion is 
the most important source of 
meaning in their lives.

But evangelicals weren’t the 
only polling segment to find 
meaning in religion. Half of 
black Americans as a group 

said they derive a great deal of 
meaning from their religion.

Broken down according to 
political persuasion, conser-
vative Americans are more 
prone to find meaning in re-
ligion, while liberals find it in 
creativity and causes, the sur-
vey found.

The survey consisted of 
two rounds: an open-end-
ed questionnaire conducted 
in September 2017, asking 
Americans to describe in 
their own words what makes 
their lives feel meaningful, 

and a closed-ended question-
naire conducted in December 
2017, asking Americans to 
rate how much meaning and 
fulfillment they draw from 
each of 15 possible sources.

Jamie Aten, executive di-
rector of the Humanitarian 
Disaster Institute at Whea-
ton College, said the findings 
about family make sense, 
especially, he noted, since 
meaning-making is also a so-
cial construct, not just an in-
dividual one.

“If you look at the cultural 
norms within the U.S., there’s 
a high emphasis placed on 
family and you see that re-
flected out in the survey 
responses,” said Aten. “We 
also see it valued across most 
major world religions. Many 
of our institutions promote 
family as a highly valued unit. 
We see that cutting across the 
messaging we receive on a 
daily basis.”

The survey also found that 
Americans with high levels 
of income and education 
are more likely to mention 
friendships, good health, sta-
bility and travel.

That too made sense to 
Aten. He pointed out that 
people find meaning in those 
things that are obtainable.

“It points out the real chal-
lenges that individuals in 
a lower income level face: 
Health may be ranked out of 
reach because of what people 
have experienced, oppression 
or racism or other challenges.”
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Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.

No one covers Edgar County like

Now online!

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  

AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

Chocolate Sale 
HOSTED BYHOSTED BY  

Dec. 3   &   Dec. 4 
Tuesday Wednesday 

(Paris Clinic rotunda) 
9am to 4pm 9am to 3pm 

Accepting new patients
Medicaid & Medicare accepted

Dr. Robert Blumthal, O.D.

has MOVED!

NEW LOCATION
Chittick Family Eye Care

122 W. Court St., Paris

(217) 921-3140

Schedule your 
appointment today!

SPIN CLASSES                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                   Morning Spin Classes                          Day                  Time

OPEN SPIN with Beth Graham                           T/TH                 5:30-6:00 a.m.
POWER SPIN with Beth Graham                        T/TH                6:00-6:30 a.m.
*come to one or the other or feel free to stay for both of Beth’s early classes!
HiiT SPIN with Beth Graham &                           T/TH                8:30-9:30 a.m.
             & Betsy Higginbotham
Lunch Hour Ride with Corey Willoughby            F                   12:00-1:00 p.m.          
Sunrise SPIN with rotating Instructors              SAT                 7:00-8:00 a.m.
Fast & Furious with Darla Willoughby               SAT                  8:30-9:30 a.m.

109 E. Madison Street, Paris

Evening Spin Classes                          Day                  Time
Spinsanity with Michelle Hall                             M/W                  5:30-7:30 p.m.
SPIN 2 Fit with Shawn Bowers                          T/TH                  5:30-6:30 p.m.
Friday Night Mixer w/Rotating Instructors         F                      5:30-6:30 p.m.
Theme Rides w/Betsy Higginbotham                  F                      5:30-6:30 p.m.
*these special rides occur on the 3rd Friday of every month!

All spin classes are first come, first serve. Payment must be made up 
reserving a bike. Call-ins welcome but must pay over the phone. 

No refunds for missed classes

Fall/Winter Schedule: 
September 4 - December 31

Moving to 

Judy Behan,
REALTOR®

(812)841-0358

Indiana?
Give me a 
call today!

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

there must be a giver. 
Truly, in many cases the 

giver might be parents or 
friends or even an employ-
er, but still there are a great 

many gifts for which no one 
else can be credited (that I 
have the parents I have, for 
instance).  And for those 
things, I dare do no less than 
consider the possibility there 
is a giver, to whom I certainly 
ought to offer thanks.

(John Youngblood is pastor 
of New Beginnings Church at 
Paris. Email him at yblood-
john@gmail.com or leave a 
message at (217) 463-3964. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)

PASTOR
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Family most important to Americans

Special to The Prairie Press

A new survey by Pew Research found family is the number one 
source Americans look to for meaning, fulfillment and satisfac-
tion in their lives.

America is more religious than Europe
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

America is more religious 
than Europe, almost everyone 
agrees.

Two-thirds of U.S. Chris-
tians pray daily, compared 
with a median of just 18 per-
cent of Christians across 15 
countries in Europe, to cite 
just one recent survey.

But there is disagreement 
brewing among sociologists 
over whether the intense re-
ligious devotion that has long 

characterized a segment of 
the United States is impervi-
ous to anti-religious trends in 
Europe, where all the mark-
ers of faith have dramatically 
slipped over the past few de-
cades.

In dueling articles posted to 
the journal Sociological Sci-
ence, two groups of scholars 
have sized up decades’ worth 
of survey data generated by 
the massive General Social 
Survey stretching back to 
1973 — and arrived at differ-
ent conclusions.

At the heart of the throw-
down dividing sociology of 
religion circles is the ques-
tion: Is American religion ex-
ceptional?

Exceptionalism is the 
deep-seated conviction that 
the U.S. marches to a differ-
ent drummer. While some 
argue this distinctiveness is 
proof it has been blessed by 
God, most scholars who use 
the term mean that the U.S. is 
simply different.

In an article published in 
Sociological Science Nov. 15, 
David Voas and Mark Chaves, 
of University College Lon-
don and Duke University, re-
spectively, maintain that U.S. 
religious devotion may be 
higher than in other Western 

countries but it too is slowly 
declining and essentially no 
different from other devel-
oped nations in its growing 
secularization.

On the other side are two 
graduate students, one at 
Harvard and the other at Indi-
ana University, who argue the 
most devout Americans have 
remained so and the decline is 
coming from those with mod-
erate religious habits.

“There’s a short uptick 
during (Ronald) Reagan’s 
presidency, but other than 
that, it’s been steady from the 
1970s to today,” said Landon 
Schnabel, a Ph.D. candidate at 
Indiana.

Voas and Chaves counter 
that even the intensely reli-
gious segment of the Ameri-
can population is shrinking. 
Just as Europe has become 
more secular, so too has 
America, just at a slower rate.

“The fact of the matter is, 
even on the intense religious 
category the U.S. is declining, 
if very slowly,” said Chaves, 
a professor of sociology and 
religious studies at Duke Uni-
versity.

Both teams examined five 
indicators of intense religion: 
strong religious affiliation, 
more than weekly attendance 

at religious services, biblical 
literalism, affiliation with an 
evangelical religious group 
and praying multiple times 
per day.

Voas and Chaves argue 
that between 1973 and to-
day there’s been a significant 
drop in religious Americans’ 
responses in three key indi-
cators: affiliation, the number 
of religious services people at-
tend each week and their be-
lief that the Bible is the literal 
word of God.

For example, only 6.6 per-
cent of Americans attend-
ed church more than once 
a week between 2012 and 
2016, a drop from 8 percent 
in 1973.

Asked if “the Bible is the ac-
tual word of God and is to be 
taken literally, word for word,” 

31 percent said yes be-
tween 2010 and 2016, a drop 
from 35 percent between 
1984 and 1990.

The reason for the overall 
drop? It’s generational, argue 
Voas and Chaves.

“Each successive birth co-
hort is less intensely religious 
than the one before,” they 
wrote, “and there is little sign 
of people becoming more in-
tensely religious with age or 
over time.”

IT’S  
SATURDAY

TIME TO SIT  
& SAVOR

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

This could be another rough year 
— or it could be the turnaround we 
need. Let’s get out the crystal ball. 

MORE CORN, FEWER BEANS 
About 3 million acres of crop pro-

duction in the U.S. will shift to corn 
in 2019, with a 15-billion-bushel corn 
crop and record-setting corn pro-
duction worldwide. “This big-crop 
phenomena is set for years, and it’s 
not just here in the U.S.,” says Chad 
Hart, crop marketing specialist at 
Iowa State University. While the U.S. 
continues to be number one in corn 
worldwide, we will lose our number 
one position in soybeans to Brazil in 
2019, due to tariffs. “We’re going to 
pull back in acreage, and they’re going 
to add, so they will be the dominant 
producer for the world,” says Hart. 
“It’s a pattern that has been building 
for some time. The trade dispute just 
reinforces it.” 

MORE SPRING WHEAT 
Nearly 7 million acres will come 

out of soybean production in 2019. 
That loss will happen mainly in the 
Dakotas, Nebraska and Minnesota. 
Some land will switch to corn, but ex-
pect a jump in spring wheat and a re-
turn to fallow in parts of the Dakotas. 
Overall, the USDA is projecting we’ll 
have 1 million less acres in row-crop 
production. North Dakota will trans-
form, says Hart. The state expanded 
in soybeans rapidly the past 10 years, 
but all those beans were going to Chi-
na. “They could catch a train west and 
find that great big market. Now, that 

great big market is shut down,” he ex-
plains. “We’re going back to what is 
more traditionally grown in the Great 
Plains after an incredible run in the 
soybean market.” 

CORN PRICES TICKING UP 
Corn prices should improve in 

2019 to around $3.90 a bushel due 
to three years in a row of strong inter-
national demand, says Hart. “What’s 
driving this is the meat side of the 
equation. You import corn when you 
have something to feed. The light 
at the end of the tunnel is the global 
demand for meat.” On the domestic 
side, the demand for corn is not grow-
ing as fast. “Livestock producers are 
very efficient now,” says Hart. “I’d love 
for them to use a bit more corn. Same 
thing with ethanol plants. They’re 
getting more efficient.” We are start-
ing to put in a few new ethanol plants 
due to international demand, he says. 

“India is a player now for our ethanol 
exports. We’re finding those new mar-
kets.” 

MORE STORAGE 
Two years ago, a pie chart of our 

soybean exports looked like Pac-
Man, with China gobbling up ev-
eryone else. Since then, we’ve seen a 
half-billion-bushel drop to China due 
to retaliatory tariffs. We have found 
a new home for about 45 percent of 
those beans, says Hart. “Eventually, 
we’ll find a home for almost all of 
them, but it takes time. Until then, it’s 
hard for prices to move much. That’s 
why we’re seeing soybean stock lev-
els build dramatically.” Producers are 
storing soybeans and waiting for a 
seasonal rally. “Traditionally, we do 
get one,” says Hart, “but I’m worried 
about the quality of the crop. 2018 
was a slow year getting the crop out. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRARIE PRESS

URBANA — The USDA 
reports released on Nov. 8 con-
tained a lower corn yield, sig-
nificant revisions to Chinese 
corn data and a downward 
revision of some major corn 
consumption categories. Corn 
prices failed to respond despite 
the smaller crop size projec-
tion, explains University of 
Illinois agricultural economist 
Todd Hubbs.

The United States corn pro-
duction forecast decreased to 
14.63 billion bushels, down 
152 million bushels from the 
October forecast. At 178.9 
bushels per acre, the yield de-
crease of 1.8 bushels came in 
below pre-report estimates. 
Over the last 20 years, a re-
duction in yield close to this 
magnitude between the Octo-
ber and November occurred 
in 2000 (-1.9 bushels), 2007 

(-1.7 bushels), and 2010 (-1.5 
bushels).  In each of those in-
stances, the final yield estimate 
decreased from the November 
forecast with an average de-
cline of 1.6 bushels per acre. 

Hubbs says yield reductions 
were particularly sharp in the 
northwest region of the Corn 
Belt. Iowa and South Dako-
ta corn yield projections de-
creased by six bushels per acre, 
and Minnesota projections 
fell seven bushels per acre. In 
conjunction with lower corn 
production, projections of 
corn consumption fell 75 mil-
lion bushels to 15.08 billion 
bushels. Ending stocks for the 
2018-19 marketing year re-
duced to 1.736 billion bushels 
and placed stocks-to-use pro-
jections at 11.5 percent, down 
from 12 percent in the October 
forecast.

“A significant development 
in the WASDE report involved 

the revision of Chinese corn 
production, consumption, and 
stocks over the last 10 years,” 
Hubbs explains. Ending stocks 
in China now sit at 8.17 billion 
bushels, up from 2.3 billion 
bushels last month. China cur-
rently holds 67.5 percent of 
world corn ending stocks. 

“This new development 
should be familiar to wheat 
market observers as China 
held a large percentage of glob-
al wheat ending stocks over the 
last several years. World stocks-
to-use exploded to 27.2 per-
cent in the November report, 
up from 14.4 percent,” Hubbs 
says. “The removal of Chinese 
data from the calculation plac-
es world stocks-to-use at 11.7 
percent. Since Chinese corn 
exports are minimal, the global 
demand for corn looks to re-
main strong for U.S. exports.”

The November WASDE re-
port projects 2018-19 market-

ing-year corn exports at 2.45 
billion bushels, compared to 
2.438 billion bushels during 
last marketing year. The current 
export projection decreased 
by 50 million bushels from 
the October projection on the 
expectation of increased com-
petitiveness in global markets, 
particularly from the Black Sea 
region. “A strong start to ex-
ports this marketing year mod-
erated in mid-October,” Hubbs 
says. Census Bureau estimates 
of corn exports for September 
came in at 207 million bushels, 
48 percent above last year’s ex-
port total during September. 

“Weekly export inspections 
continue to outpace last year’s 
export totals thus far in the 
marketing year. During the 
first nine weeks of the market-
ing year, export inspections 
totaled 389.7 million bushels, 
171 million bushels more than 
the same time last year. The 

pace of exports is on track to 
reach the USDA’s current pro-
jection,” he adds.

The forecast for corn use 
for ethanol stayed at 5.65 bil-
lion bushels. The projection 
is 45 million bushels larger 
than last year. The USDA’s 
Grain Crushing and Co-Prod-
ucts Production report found 
449.2 million bushels of corn 
used for ethanol production 
in September, up 1 percent 
over last September but down 
7 percent from August. Hubbs 
says weekly EIA estimates of 
ethanol production through 
Nov. 2 indicated a 1.15 per-
cent increase over last year. 
“The pace of ethanol produc-
tion is running marginally 
ahead of USDA projections. 
Numerous factors will in-
fluence ethanol production 
during the rest of the market-
ing year.  These include the 
pace of gasoline consumption 

and ethanol exports.”
Weekly gasoline demand 

thus far in the marketing year 
averaged 1.7 percent lower 
than last year through Nov. 2. 
Ethanol exports in September 
came in approximately 6.5 per-
cent over last year, but down 
almost 25 percent from Au-
gust levels. “Weaker gasoline 
demand over the previous few 
months requires monitoring as 
we move into 2019. A short-
fall in gasoline consumption 
would place a greater emphasis 
on exports to meet the USDA 
projection,” Hubbs says.

USDA projects feed and re-
sidual use of corn during this 
marketing year to be 5.5 bil-
lion bushels, down 50 million 
bushels from October. At 202 
million bushels over the last 
marketing year, the change in 
feed and residual usage is a 3.8 
percent increase. 

House 
GOP could 
claim farm 
bill victory 
in midst of 
defeat

USDA reports corny drama

See GOP, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press 

Farm economists expect to see more farmers putting equipment and other assets up for sale as continued low-to-nonesix-
tent profit margins erode stocks of working capital. Some may sell off equipment and cash rent the ground for retirement 
income.

10 predictions for farmers

A week before American 
voters decided whether the 
mid-term elections would 

deliver a red 
wave or a 
blue wave, 
OpenSecrets.
org, the 
non-partisan 
group that 
tracks money 
in politics, 
made a spot-
on predic-
tion: the 

biggest wave on Nov. 6 would 
be green.

Greenbacks, that is, because 
this year’s political candidates, 
OpenSecrets estimated, would 
spend $5.2 billion on 2018 
campaigns, a whopping 35 
percent increase over 2014 
mid-term spending.

Given the recent track 
record on Capitol Hill — no 
federal budget deadline met 
since 1998, failure to pass the 
last three Farm Bills on time, 
no balanced budget since 
2001 — you’d think elective 
office would be a grim study 
in futility. Not so, says a slew of 
federal office seekers.

It’s no different at the state 
level. For example, earlier this 
year in Florida, six candidates 
for governor — two Republi-
cans and four Democrats — 
spent $84 million on television 
ads in just the primary.

Even more remarkable, the 
biggest spender in that race, 
Ag Commissioner Adam 
Putnam, a Republican, spent 
$25 million only to lose to a 
dark horse congressman, Ron 
DeSantis.

But that’s chickenfeed com-
pared to the billionaire-ver-
sus-billionaire governor’s race 
in my home state, Illinois. The 
eventual winner, J.B. Pritzker, 
an heir to the Hyatt hotel 
empire, spent $171 million 
of his own dough to beat the 
GOP incumbent, Gov. Bruce 
Rauner, a billionaire private 
equity investor, who spent $50 
million in his re-election bid.

Combined that means a 
staggering $72 was spent on 
every vote cast in the gover-
nor’s race. Money may not 
buy happiness, but it sure did 
buy a lot of mud in one of the 
dirtiest campaigns ever run in 
a state known, ironically, for its 
rich dirt.

The biggest spenders 
nationally were Democrats. 
OpenSecrets estimated Dems 
outspent GOP candidates 
nationwide $2.5 billion to $2.2 
billion. Democrats used that 
extra $300 million to target 
incumbent Republicans in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA —  Light is es-
sential to all plants, indoor 
and out.

“It is easy enough to spot 
plants that aren’t receiving 
enough light to grow, but 
what about flowering, which 
is promoted by light sensitiv-
ity in plants?” said Andrew 
Holsinger, University of Illi-
nois Extension horticulture 
educator. “The type of plant 
and its location in the house 
are important for the ability 
to flower.”

The light requirements for 
indoor flowering plants are 
often overlooked, although 
these plants often have the 
highest light requirements. 
The additional light provides 
the energy necessary to pro-
duce flowers.

When keeping plants in-
doors, exposure to artificial 
light is often enhanced by 
natural sunlight from a near-
by window. The placement of 
the plant near the brightest 
window will probably be the 
ideal situation, but the expo-
sure and distance from the 
window will vary depending 
on the light requirements of 
the plant. 

“When it comes to pro-
viding light to indoor plants, 
it is practically impossible 
to provide too much light,” 
Holsinger said. “The chal-
lenge is finding a fashionable 
way to provide light that adds 
to the room decor.”

Managing a plant’s grow-
ing environment provides a 
better chance for it to thrive 
and flower. “Many factors can 
hamper floral production, 
including rapid temperature 
fluctuations, lack of uniform 
or adequate soil moisture, 
low humidity, and insuffi-
cient light,” Holsinger said.

Photoperiod should also 
be considered when choos-
ing indoor flowering plants. 
Some plants respond to short 
days or flower when day 
length is less than 12 hours. 
Others are long-day plants 
and flower when day length 
is more than 12 hours. In ad-
dition, some plants flower re-
gardless of day length and are 
called day-neutral plants.See FARMING, Page 8B

Indoor 
flowering 
needs

Corn prices show lackluster response to smaller crop, but global market predictions are optimistic

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND FOOD 

Special toThe Prairie Press

Despite lackluster corn prices, it is likely corn production will expand during 
2019 as soybean production drops in response to Chinese tariffs. Corn is also 
needed to meet an expanding world demand for meat.

Winter trimming is a great first step for propogating
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — Dormant winter 
pruning always leaves a mess of trim-
mings that end up being composted 
or placed in your yard bin. But there 
is another use for those trimmings: 
plant clones.

“Plant propagation is the science 
and practice of creating new plants,” 
said Bruce J. Black, University of 
Illinois Extension horticulture ed-
ucator. “Creating new plants can be 
done with woody trees and shrubs or 
softer, herbaceous plants.”

When you take trimmings from 
woody species, keep only those that 
are healthy and show no disease, 
Black advised. Discard any pieces 
that are discolored, have spots, are 
soft or mushy, or are otherwise un-
healthy.

Healthy trimmings should be bun-
dled, kept in a cool location and not 
allowed to dry out. If you are going 
to wait until closer to spring to be-
gin your propagating, find a suitable 
storage site. Refrigerators or coolers 
can be used, but it is best to avoid 
refrigerators that are also used to 

store fruits that produce ethylene 
(apples, cantaloupe, pears, etc.). The 
compound is a plant-ripening hor-
mone that can affect storage life of 
plant materials and can speed up the 
growth of certain pathogens. Bun-
dled trimmings can also be kept in 
an unheated, sheltered environment 
like a shed or garage.

Woody cuttings should contain 
four to six nodes on each piece. The 
length of the cutting will depend on 
the internode length, or the space 
between nodes. Internode growth 
depends on the growth rate for the 

plant and the weather.
Making cuts into the dormant 

wood is what starts the propagation 
process. Making the initial wound 
creates hormonal changes affecting 
growth and development. Follow-up 
cuts are usually made if you are going 
to graft or bud your cuttings to en-
hance their growth.

Grafting is putting two or more 
species of a plant together for 
enhanced benefits such as dwarfing, 
improved disease resistance and cold 
hardiness. Budding is the insertion 

See CORN, Page 8B

See TRIMMING, Page 9B

See FLOWERS, Page 8B

2019 LIKELY REPEAT OF PRIOR YEARS
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Nobody covers Edgar County
agriculture news better than

The Prairie Press.
Nobody.

101 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL
(217) 921-3216 Complete Listing & Pictures Online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

DOWNS FARM EQUIPMENT
 RETIREMENT AUCTION

Case IH Tractors, Case IH Combine & Heads, Brent Grain Cart, JD Tractor 
& Farmhand Loader, Case IH Planter, Brent Gravity Wagon, Semi Truck, 
Timpte Grain Trailer, JD Field Cultivator, IH Disk, GMC Pick-up, Auger & 

Conveyor, Farm Equipment & Shop Tools

Friday, November 30 – 10 AM Central

Seller: Jim & Barbara Downs
Auctioneer’s note: Outstanding line of low hour and well maintained farm machinery.

Online bidding available at: www.mossauctionteam.com  
Auction location: 205 Yates St., Allerton, IL.

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal
opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable
accommodation to attend, call 217-465-8585.

Call library to 
reserve a seat! 
217-463-3950 

More info at  
go.illinois.edu/diningout

Free class at Paris Library 
December 12 | 1:30 p.m. 

DINING OUT
WITHOUT
FILLING OUT

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

CORN
FROM PAGE 7B

“The lower-than-expect-
ed feed and residual use 
numbers during the pre-
vious marketing year may 
signal further revisions are 
forthcoming. The Decem-
ber Grain Stocks report, 
released during the second 
week of January, provides 
the first quantifiable indica-
tion this marketing year.

“The potential for an 
even smaller corn crop 
and continued strong con-
sumption indicate support 
for corn prices as we move 
into 2019. Bearish soybean 
prices and the prospect of 
acreage shifts next year may 
prevent corn prices from 
reaching their full poten-
tial under tightening end-
ing stock scenarios,” Hubbs 
adds.

FARMING
FROM PAGE 7B

FLOWERS
FROM PAGE 7B

GOP
FROM PAGE 7B

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 10/28:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 11/30:
Crumb-coated 
ranch chicken,
baked potato,

green beans & roll

Thur 11/29:
Diner burger
macaroni & 
cheese &

choice of salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Join us for “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” Dinner 

Theatre. Call for more info!

Rain makes grain until that 
grain is made.” 

TRADING PARTNERS SHIFTING 
We’ve doubled sales to Mex-

ico and the European Union 
in the past year, and they are 
now our top two soybean ex-
port markets. Number three 
is Argentina, which used to 
import zero. “When the tariffs 
went into place, China turned 
to South American and bought 
beans as fast as and as hard as 
it could,” explains Hart. “That 
caught the soybean crush-
ing industry in Argentina off 
guard. It went out on the world 
market and said, ‘Who’s got 
some cheap beans for sale?’ We 
did.” 

TRADE WARS GET WORSE — OR 
BETTER. 

Who’s our customer in 
agriculture? The world. “Ev-
erybody on this planet is our 
potential customer,” says Hart. 
“If you’re going to feed them, 
you’ve got to trade with them. 
Half of our soybean crop and 
21 percent of our corn leaves 
the country. The tariff’s impact 
will overhang the market until 
we get an agreement.” There is 
good news. “Just as quickly as 
we got into this mess, it’s pos-
sible to get out again,” he says. 
“That’s what farmers are wait-
ing on.” 

COSTS FLAT, PROFITS FLAT 
What do we expect on the 

production cost side compared 
with 2018? Fuel and fertilizer 
prices will be a little higher, 
says Hart, but cash rents will be 

down a little. “In the end, the 
2018 number of $3.60 produc-
tion costs for corn is not a bad 
number to use for 2019. That’s 
positive news. For soybeans, 
it is more like $9.50.” As for 
profits, “It looks like 2019 will 
be a replay of 2018, which was 
a replay of 2017, which was a 
replay of 2016, which was a re-
play of 2015,” says Hart.      

MORE MEAT 
Livestock production has 

been growing in the U.S. for 
five years and won’t stop this 
year. “We expect continued ex-
pansion,” says livestock econ-
omist Lee Schulz, Iowa State 
University. He predicts record 
production of beef in 2019. 
Beef exports are the primary 
reason why prices are as strong 
as they are, he says. We export 
almost 12 percent of our beef 
and about 23 percent of our 
pork on a carcass weight basis. 

Schulz predicts hog prices to 
be about $7/cwt higher than 
2018. “We’re at record hog in-
ventory, so it’s pretty remark-
able that prices are where they 
are,” he says. “That is a bullish 
sign for the hog industry.” He 
is projecting about $5 above 
breakeven for 2019 compared 
with $5 below breakeven in 
2018. “Some producers lost 
a significant amount of mon-
ey in 2018, but it won’t alter 
many expansion plans already 
in place.” There’s been incred-
ible investment in coordinat-
ed ownership throughout the 
supply chain, he explains. The 
pork industry has increased 
slaughter capacity almost 10 
percent over the last four years. 
“They’re going to keep invest-
ing in this system. This is a well-

oiled machine.” The demand 
for hog manure as fertilizer and 
the desire to diversify row-crop 
operations has helped fuel the 
expansion, says Schulz.

PICKING FIGHTS
Tariffs are troublesome, but 

not a game changer, he says. 
“We’re picking fights with the 
major market for pork variety 
meats – China. South Korea is 
our best friend right now. We 
have increasing exports to that 
country.” The diverse portfolio 
of markets and our competitive 
cost of production have helped 
insulate the pork industry from 
a much larger impact from the 
retaliatory tariffs, he says. “It’s 
difficult for competitors to 
overcome our cost-of-produc-
tion advantage. On the world 
market, we’re going to remain 
very competitive even with 
some of these tariff rates that 
have been invoked.” 

As for sheep and lamb, 2019 
looks to be a rebound from the 
much softer prices we saw in 
2018, says Schulz. 

DAIRY MARKETS IMPROVE 
Because they can’t get worse, 

says Schulz. “Prices can’t go 
much lower, so we’re likely to 
see an improvement in 2019. 
Unfortunately, a 5 percent gain 
does not offset the large losses 
we’ve seen over the last several 
years. The dairy industry has 
been in tremendously tough 
times.” 

MORE FARMERS GETTING OUT 
Charles Brown, farm man-

agement specialist with Iowa 
State University, gives this ex-
ample of a crop farmer he has 
worked with for four years: In 

2015, Joe had a net worth of 
$2.6 million and $272,000 in 
working capital. “Any lender 
would have liked to have Joe 
as a client,” says Brown. By 
the end of 2017, Joe’s work-
ing capital had dropped to 
$56,000; today, it is zero. “This 
is common for many farmers. 
It’s not a net worth problem,” 
says Brown. “Working capital 
is disappearing.” Many farmers 
are refinancing their debt to 
lengthen out loans and to im-
prove cash flow, but Joe decid-
ed to sell assets and retire. 

Sullivan Auctioneers in 
Hamilton, Illinois, has 76 farm 
auctions the last two months 
of 2018. “It’s not as much fun 
farming today as it was in 2012,” 
says Brown. “For some farmers, 
it’s better to sell out, take the 
money, cash-rent the farm out, 
and look forward to winter.” 

If you have to improve your 
cash flow and you don’t have 
the ability to refinance, sell as-
sets. Check the back of your 
machine shed, make a list of 
nonproductive assets, and sell 
those first. 

One key tip: Before you sell 
assets, contact your accountant 
about the tax consequences. 
Make arrangements to with-
hold enough money to pay 
your taxes. “Don’t be stuck giv-
ing all the proceeds to the lend-
er with no money left to pay 
the taxes,” says Brown. If you 
are going to need to file Chap-
ter 7 bankruptcy, do not sell 
the assets before you take the 
bankruptcy. “If you sell it be-
fore, you are going to incur the 
income tax liability. If you sell 
them in the bankruptcy estate, 
you may pay little or no taxes 
on the sale of those assets.” 

It paid off. Democrats re-
captured the House after eight 
years in the wilderness. The 
margin of majority remains un-
certain as several House races 
are too close to call. There’s no 
doubt, however, that Min-
nesota’s Collin Peterson, the 
House Ag Committee’s former 
chairman, can reclaim the top 
spot by simply asking for it.

That said, House Repub-
licans must first decide if 
they want to give their ally, 

President Donald J. Trump, 
a key legislative triumph — a 
finished 2018 Farm Bill — 
before their power drains away.

That win appears attainable 
if the more conservative GOP 
House members bow in de-
feat: abandon their work-capa-
ble demands for certain food 
aid (SNAP) recipients so a 
final bill can move forward.

That’s a very big if because 
this stubborn group includes 
the unbowed president who 
supported the SNAP changes 
on the fall campaign trail.

Still, Iowa’s Sen. Charles 
Grassley suggested his fellow 
Republicans do just that. 
The, “House… better fish or 
cut bait and give up on that 
(SNAP reform),” he said, if 
they want to have any input on 
any new farm law.

It’s practical advice for sever-
al reasons. First, few lawmak-
ers look forward to starting the 
entire Farm Bill writing pro-
cess anew when the incoming 
Congress is seated in January. 
Secondly, it delays completing 
any 2019 Farm Bill for months 

while also requiring Con-
gress to pass (and the White 
House to sign) an extension 
of the 2014 law before this 
year’s quickly approaching 
adjournment.

On top of that delicate 
two-step, few suggest that 
any 2019 Farm Bill would 
be substantially different 
than the Senate’s draft 
2018 bill that still hangs 
fire in Congress now. As 
such, asks one Capitol Hill 
friend, can cooler heads 
prevail and complete the 
2018 bill as limping House 
Republicans head for the 
exits?

Sure, but that would 
require a purple wave of 
bipartisan cooperation in 
Washington which few 
predict anytime soon.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois 
dairy farm. Email him at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.
com.)

Photoperiod is determined 
not by the length of the day, 
but the amount of uninter-
rupted darkness. Manipulat-
ing the darkness by isolating 
the plant in a dark closet or 
by covering it with a box for 
a specific duration every day 
is one way to encourage flow-
ering in photoperiod-depen-
dent plants.

“Another type of plant re-
quires temperature regula-
tion for flowering,” Holsing-
er said. “Bulbs forced inside 
have a chilling requirement 
to be met before bloom can 
occur. Similar to day-neutral 
plants, there are some bulbs 
that flower regardless of the 
amount of chilling.”



Europeans learned much 
from the indigenous people. 
The snowshoe as a way to 
walk on snow came from the 
Indians. They wove large shoes 
to emulate the snowshoe hare. 
For traveling on waterways, the 
Algonquian tribes designed the 
dugout canoe.

The Wampanoag lived in 
the wigwam for hunting trips. 
It was a technological marvel. 
The rounded shape gave 
strength and it had two layer 
walls with moss between to in-
sulate. The center fire pit was in 
a stone well to hold heat. There 
was a hollow birch pipe letting 
air flow underground into the 
pit creating a clean updraft out 
of the roof vent. 

They had vast knowledge of 
plants. The cattail, or bulrush, 
had a number of uses. Cattail 
heads were eaten, leaves and 
stalks used for weaving mats 
and baskets and cattail down 
was used as moccasin lining, 
pillow stuffing and diaper ma-
terial. The jelly from between 
the young leaves can be used 
as an itch or pain reliever. It has 
astringent, coagulant, pain-re-
lieving and antiseptic attributes 
that can slow bleeding, ease 
pain and clean wounds.

Native American medical 
knowledge is where they 
differed from western science. 
Science makes its best progress 
when shared openly. The 
medicine man protected his 
knowledge, keeping it a secret.

The pokeweed we have 
along roadsides and barn lots 
with those red berries of fall 
found many uses. The Indians 
used it as a cardiac stimulant. 
Rocky Mountain Indians care-
fully used poisonous pokeweed 
for anxiety and neurological 
disorders. Today, pokeweed 

proteins show promise treating 
certain types of cancer and 
inhibiting HIV cell replication.

The willow tree bark and 
leaves contain salicylic acid, 
the active chemical in aspirin. 
Indians chewed the bark for 
headache and fever relief. 
Aloe’s leaves can be squeezed 
to extrude a sap used to treat 
burns, insect bites and wounds. 
Blackberry root, bark and 
leaves when crushed and 
infused in a tea can treat sore 
throats, mouth ulcers and 
inflammation of the gums. 
Foxglove helped treat heart 
failure. It is the main ingredient 
in digitalis.

Native American used 
holistic treatments to promote 
health and wellbeing, and the 
medicine man took advantage 
of the placebo effect. A Har-
vard Medical School study in 
2017 documented the placebo 
was 50 percent as effective 
as the real drug in reducing 
pain after a migraine attack. A 
medicine man’s ritual was part 
of the treatment, but it did slow 
progress without open sharing.

How about government? 
Benjamin Franklin said the 
idea of the federal government 
possessing certain powers 
and all other powers reserved 
for the states, was borrowed 
from the system used by the 
Iroquoian League of Nations.

Native Americans lived in 
harmony with nature. Our 
indigenous neighbors shared 
more than a meal at the first 
Thanksgiving. Every culture 
has always grown from inter-
acting and sharing knowledge.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us) 

splinters filled the air.
Inside the classroom stood 

Eden, a 14-year-old smallish 
boy. Good student with a 
pleasant personality. Eden 
hadn’t locked the door. That 
honor belonged to Gus Varn-
ee, one of the school clowns. 
After Mr. Drew jiggled the 
latch and gestured out the win-
dow, Eden had strode to the 
door and reached to unlock. It 
seemed the right deed.

“No-o-o-o!” shouted his 
classmates. They wanted to pro-
long the fun. Eden, succumb-
ing to their plea, withdrew 
his hand. Twice more Eden, 
now grinning and teasing the 
classmates, strutting with the 
attention, reached toward the 
lock. Both times a chorus of re-
sounding “no” chants overruled 
his efforts. Again he reached, 
but this time the door popped 
open with a loud crash.

The knob smacked the 
kid right between his eyes, 
sending him airborne about 
six feet before landing on 
the wooden floor. One 
kerwhump followed another. 
Immediately a sizeable red 
lump formed on his forehead.

The classroom was silent as 
their teacher entered, carrying 
his briefcase. He ignored the 
prostrate kid who had seen 
blackness filled with a thou-
sand shooting yellow stars. Mr. 
Drew sat behind his desk as 
though nothing had happened 
and proceeded to check atten-
dance. One of Eden’s mates, a 
boy on the front row, helped 
the injured victim to his feet. 
The two proceeded arm in arm 
slowly to the main building to 
visit the school nurse.

An ice pack was applied to 
the injury. Mr. Hillhouse, the 
principal, was summoned. 
Facts were gathered. Eden’s 
parents were called. His father 
quickly arrived and drove the 
lad home, still nursing his 
goose egg with ice.

“Sounds like Eden got what 
he deserved,” the father told 
the principal. “Some lessons 
are learned the hard way.”

Why did it happen? Well, 
one thing led to another. I 
reckon it all traces back to the 
nation’s burgeoning economy 
and population growth. 

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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Across
1. BBs, e.g.
5. Brews
9. City on the Yamuna River
13. Earth
14. It doesn’t hold water
15. Fused material for glazes
16. Auction cry
17. Mandatory
19. ___ Grove Village, Ill.
20. On the safe side, at sea
21. Fragrant resin
22. Small wild fruit
25. Architectural projection
27. Where the heart is
28. Female sheep
30. “... ___ he drove out of sight”
31. Advance, slangily
32. Characteristic carrier
34. Highlands hillside
35. Hidden
38. ___ line (major axis of an elliptical 
orbit)
41. Apple variety
42. Finger, in a way
45. Anger
46. Anger, e.g.
47. Forward
49. Combine
51. Investigative agent
54. Addition symbol
56. Dearth
57. “___ the fields we go”
58. A person who withdraws from a 
church
60. “Empedocles on ___” (Matthew 
Arnold poem)
61. Bad day for Caesar
62. Kind of ticket
63. Brawl
64. Bungle, with “up”
65. “Trick” joint
66. #1 spot

Down
1. Declare
2. Slang term for moneys
3. Ineffectual person

4. Aged
5. Archer, at times
6. Colony member
7. “The Three Faces of ___”
8. Arid
9. Behind
10. Dirtier
11. _______ Maya
12. Absorbed, as a cost
14. Flint
18. ___ vera
20. Decrease
23. Nonpoetic writing
24. “Fiddler on the Roof” role
26. “Malcolm X” director
29. Dynasties that ruled North China from 
220-265
32. Super-duper
33. Moray, e.g.
34. Brute

36. Computer-generated im-
age (acronym)
37. Sweater style
38. Order between “ready” 
and “fire”
39. Lead
40. Sonora shawls
43. Relating to 4 divides of a 
nucleus
44. To make poisonous
46. Merlin, e.g.
47. Odd-numbered page
48. Assessing a lower value
50. Ground cover
52. A-list
53. Spoonful, say
55. Chitchat
58. Actor Alastair
59. Elephant’s weight, maybe
60. Victorian, for one

CROSSWORD

Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

TRIMMING
FROM PAGE 7B

insertion of buds or nodes 
of a plant into the stem of 
a rootstock plant. In both 
practices, the top portion of 
the graft or the inserted bud 
will be the desired variety you 
will see during the growing 
season, whether you chose it 
for its flower, fruit or leaf.

“These two types of plant 
propagation techniques can 
be done during the winter 
and kept under growing con-
ditions (temperature, light, 
humidity, etc.) depending on 
the species you are working 

with,” Black said. “Grafting, 
budding and plant propaga-
tion can be done on many 
types of plants during the 
winter, not just hardwoods.”

High humidity and mois-
ture are important during the 
post-cut and post-grafting 
periods. The scion portions 
(the part of the plant above 
the graft) are not receiving 
water since their xylem has 
been cut and they have no 
roots. Once the callus tissue 
seals the wound and the cam-
bium connects between piec-
es, water and nutrient trans-
portation will resume.

In the case of taking cut-

tings to create a new plant, 
high humidity is needed un-
til adventitious roots form. 
“Once the cambium con-
nects or adventitious roots 
form, reduce the humidity to 
normal growing conditions 
and resume normal water-
ing,” Black said. 

Many Extension services 
have information on how 
to propagate plants. When 
working with a new plant, it 
is recommended to do your 
research into the best way to 
propagate and your plant’s 
preferred care conditions.

“Plant propagation is one 
of those fun sciences with re-

wards that keep on giving. 
Have fun and experiment 
with your favorite plant 
this winter,” Black said.

For more information 
on plant propagation, 
check out the Universi-
ty of Illinois Extension’s 
Vegetative Propagation of 
Houseplants at https://
go.i l l inois.edu/House-
plantPropagation or the 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension Horticulture’s Four 
Seasons Gardening Series 
– Vegetative Propagation 
at https://go.illinois.edu/
FourSeasonsVegetative-
Propagation.

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

My mother received the 
pressure cooker from my 
father. One Christmas he gave 
her a mangle (used to press 
clothes); his love manifested 
itself in practical terms. He 
came up through the Great 
Depression and saw as such. 

The pressure cooker was 
always interesting to watch 
– from across the room, be-
hind the kitchen table. When 
things got rolling, the thing-
amajig on the lid rattled, sang 
and let off steam. 

Sometimes, I dream of the 
explosion.

Father made two bowls of 
eggnog; one with whiskey 
in it; the other, not so much 

fun. Fortunately, father did 
not have eyes in the back of 
his head, though I suspect he 
knew of my transgression.

Carving the turkey 
bordered on religion. The 
service was performed by 
my father, who wielded his 
electric carving knife as if it 
was a rapier. We applauded 
in appreciation, and with the 
firm understanding that it was 
expected.

We eat Thanksgiving din-
ner at my daughter’s house. 
She does not have a pressure 
cooker.

   (Harry Reynolds is a re-
tired editor and columnist from 
the Mattoon Journal Gazette 
and Charleston Time-Courier. 
Email him at reynoldshar-
ry1943@gmail.com)
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Winter 
W  nderland 

Friday - November 23rd  Activities
Ice Skating Rink on Court Street-5-8pm 

Colonial Christmas at Edgar Co. Historical Society - 5pm 

Window Decorating Contest Judging 

Saturday - November 24th Activities
Reindeer Dash at Santa House on Wood St.- 8am 

Breakfast with Santa at Main Street Café- 8am-10am 

Colonial Christmas at Edgar Co. Historical Society - All day 

Free Movie: "Miracle on 34th Street" at Paris Theater - 10am 

Cookies n' Canvas at En Pointe- 10am, 12pm, 2pm,4 pm 

Mistletoe Market at Eveland Gym- 10am - 4pm 

Lunch with Santa at Savoias - 11am-1pm 

Ice Skating Rink on Court St. - 11am-5pm ($2) 

Hot Chocolate Stand on Court St- 11am-5pm 

FFA/4-H Petting Zoo at lot next to Prospect Drive Thru - 11am - 5pm 

Photo Op Scenes at Dimond Bros. and Prospect - 11am - 5pm 

Store Front Activites - 11am-5pm 

Kids Bouncy Town at The REC - 11am - 5pm 

Story Time with Mrs. Claus at Sweet Vintage -1pm 

Visit Santa at Santa's House - 1:30pm -5pm 

Scavenger Hunt registration at Lot 50 - 3pm 

Magic Show at En Pointe - 4:30pm 

International Candlelight Service at Prospect Bank 430pm 

Christmas Readings and Musical Entertainment - 5:30pm 

Lighting of the Christmas Tree - 6pm 

Lighted Parade - 6:30pm 

Dinner with Santa at Joe's Pizza - 7:30pm 

Home for the Holidays Concert at PCFA - 8pm 

Paris Chamber Pres
ents

= Free Activity



Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
Call 217-504-3985

Need a handyman?
Call 217-822-3971

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 
217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, 
electronics, baby furniture, 
antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. 
Call Robin today.
Open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Garage Sale
602 E Highland Drive
Few families - 
Saturday Dec. 1st 8-3
Community Room
Lots of Christmas, 
50 cent items

Substitute Driver 
Eastern Illinois University 
is seeking service-oriented, 
student-centered individuals 
to serve as a substitute driver 
for the Panther Shuttle Service.  
Drivers are required to operate 
various vehicles depending on 
need.  Drivers typically drive a 
20 passenger bus. 
The shuttle service runs from 
late August to early May on 
Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. to 
9:00pm and Saturday-Sunday 
from 3:00pm to 9:00pm. 
(We are currently looking for 
a driver who has day time 
availability.)  Applicants must 
present a valid Illinois Class A or 
B CDL with a “P” endorsement, a 
current medical certificate, and 
a driver’s abstract at the time of 
application.  
Applicants who are hired must 
pass a background investigation 
and drug test and will be 
subject to random drug testing 
throughout employment. 
Base pay is $11.25/hour.

Please submit application and 
resume online at:
https://www.eiu.edu/~human-
res/application/login.php  .
Review of applications begins 
immediately.

Department of Human 
Resources – Employment
Eastern Illinois University
Old Main, Room 2020
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, IL  61920
AA/EEOE

ACCOUNTING ANALYST
Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC 
is seeking candidates for 
Accounting Analyst in our 
administrative office.    
This position will assist in 
general accounting applications.  
We offer an attractive compen-
sation and benefits package 
that includes health, dental, 
life, vision, voluntary life, short/
long term disability, Teledoc, 
401(k) with company match 
and vacation/personal time. 
Please send your resume with 
detailed work history and salary 
requirements to: 

Steph Shobe, 
Director of Human Resources
Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC
110 W. Court Street, 
PO Box 1090
Paris, IL  61944
steph.shobe@dimondbros.com

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

House For Rent
Shown by appt., 
406 W Van Buren Street
2 bedrm., 1 bath
stove and refrig provided, 
W/D hook-up,
new windows throughout,
call 217-806-0333
$500 month/$500 deposit
No pets

House For Sale
19 Parisian Court in Paris
3 bedroom, 2 bath
Full basement
Cal l217-822-1789

EDGAR CO., IL - 150 +/- A
Good Soils & Nearly All Tillable

E of Chrisman, $8,000/A
Loranda Group
800-716-8189

www.loranda.com

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

2 Rooms upstairs. All 
appliances, including W/D. 
$300.00 per month, half utilities.  
Wi-fi & Direct TV available. Pets 
welcome. Call (217)712-1223

Very nice 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
apt with carport, w/d hookups, 
no pets.
$525/mo. 
Call 812-208-8063

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

FOR RENT: Adult housing in 
Chrisman.
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 
stove, refrig., washer & dryer 
furnished
water & trash pick up furnished
call 217-269-2328 or 269-2548

1991 Mazda Miata Convertible 
for sale.
156,000 miles. 
Runs great!
$2,500
Call 217-251-8715

TOP CASH PAID! 
FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1979. 
DEAD OR ALIVE! 
920-371-0494

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The advice 
you need 877-270-3855 or 
htps:/www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill- 
Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 
567-0404 Ext.300N

Paris Main Street Emporium
Over 5,000 sq ft of Antiques, 
Collectibles, Furniture, Jewelry, 
Clothing and a whole lot 
more!!
New Vendors Welcome!!
Come see us at
130 North Main
Paris, IL 61944
On the town square
Corner of Main & Wood
or call new owner Tracy Heiser 
at 217-463-2992.
PLUS - we buy gold, silver, coins 
& vintage items!
Open Tues-Fri, 10am-4pm
and Saturday 10am-2pm

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST BANK & TRUST, IL, f/k/a 
FIRST BANK & TRUST, SB,
Plaintiff,
vs
JARED L. RAMSEY, Unknown 
Owners and Non-record 
Claimants,
Defendants.
Case No.  2018-CH-17

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the Circuit Court 
for the Fifth Judicial Circuit, Edgar 
County, Illinois in the above enti-
tled matter on July 11, 2018, the 
Sheriff of Edgar County, in Paris, 
Illinois will on December 5, 2018, 
at the Edgar County Courthouse, 
115 W. Court Street, Paris, Illinois, 
at the hour of 10:30 a.m. sell at 
public auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Judgment, situated in the County 
of Edgar, State of Illinois, or so 
much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment:  

Legal Description of the 
Mortgaged Premises:

THE NORTH ONE-THIRD OF 
LOT 15 IN LAWSON KIMBLE’S 
ADDITION TO THE CITY OF PARIS.  
IN EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
PREIN:  09-13-36-383-004
Common Address of the real 
estate:  622 N Central, Paris, IL 
61944
Description of improvements:  
residence

The judgment amount was:  
$76,582.23

Sale terms:  This is an As Is sale 
for cash.  The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; the balance by 
certified funds within 24 hours.  
NO REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
mowing fees, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity of 
title without recourse to Plaintiff.  
The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.  The 
property will not be available 
for inspection prior to sale.  
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

For Information: Richard L. 
James, Attorney at Law, 328 
North Central, P O Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944  
Further information than that 
given here in this notice of sale is 
not required to be given. 

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Richard James
ARDC # 1323156
328 N. Central Avenue P O Box 
820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@rjameslaw.com

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 26, 2018, at 
10:30 AM the commissioners of 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 4 OF 
THE TOWN OF PRAIRIE will hold 
the annual meeting of the District 
for the purpose of discussing 
the items listed on the Agenda 
below, and such other matters 
which may come before the 
Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris IL 61944

AGENDA

1. Public Comments
2. Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3. Review and Approval of Annual 
Financial Report
4. Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5. New Business
6. Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L. James, 
Attorney at Law
328 N Central 
Paris IL 61944 (217)465-2529

Public Notice

Public meeting to select Edgar 
County representation of the 
low-income population to serve 
on the Embarras River Basin 
Agency, Ind. Board.

Meeting date December 6, 2018 
at 9:00 am at 502 Shaw Avenue, 
Paris, IL.

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on DECEMBER 6, 
2018, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 
is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.  610 
E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 12:00 PM 
CST:  Dustin Swinford (309-117).

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS

PREFERRED BANK,
Plaintiff,

v.

TRACY LUSTER, DEREK 
HOWARD, Unknown Owners, and 
Non-record Claimants,
Defendants. 
No.  2018-CH- 44

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

  The undersigned certifies that 
the above entitled foreclosure of 
statutory liens created pursuant 
to 65 ILCS 5/11-139-8, 65 ILCS 
5/11-20-7 and 65 ILCS 5/11-20-
15, was filed on November 8, 
2018, and amended November 
13, 2018, in the above-captioned 
court, and is now pending, and 
further certifies that:

1.  The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.

2.  The court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

3.  The address of the Plaintiff is 
Preferred Bank, 602 N. St. Hwy 
49, Casey, IL 62420. 

4.  The name of the title holder of 
record is Tracy Luster and Derek 
Howard.
  
5. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:

Tract 1: 
All that part thereof described as 
Lots 5, 6, 7, and 8 in Block 12 in 
Ashmore and Blair’s Addition to 

the Village of Borton, as shown 
by the plat thereof in Volume 87, 
page 592 of the Deed Records of 
Edgar County, Illinois; and, 

Lots Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Block 
No. 12 in Ashmore and Blair’s 
Addition to the Village of Borton, 
Edgar County, Illinois; 

Tract 2: 
Lots Nos. 7, 8, 9, and 10 in Block 
No. 9 in Ashmore and Blair’s 
Addition to the Village of Borton, 
Edgar County, Illinois; and,

Tract 3: 
A part of Illinois Street, as 
vacated by Order of Vacation 
dated June 9, 1947 and recorded 
in Supervisor’s Record 17, page 
197, of the records of Edgar 
County, Illinois, lying south 
of and contiguous to Lot 8, in 
Block 12 in Ashmore and Blair’s 
Addition to the Village of Borton, 
as shown by the Plat thereof in 
Volume 87, page 592, the Deed 
Records of Edgar County, Illinois, 
described specifically as follows:  
Commencing at the Southeast 
corner of said Lot 8, thence 
South 60 feet; thence West 120 
feet; thence North 60 feet to the 
Southwest corner of said Lot 8; 
thence East 120 feet to the Point 
of Beginning; situated in Edgar 
County, Illinois.
PINS: 05-11-23-212-002; 
05-11-23-211-003; and, 
05-11-23-212-003

6.  A common address or descrip-
tion of the location of the real 
estate is as follows: 
12848 North 170th Street, 
Brocton, IL 61917
    
7. An identification of the 
Mortgage sought to be foreclosed 
in said Complaint is as follows:

Name of Mortgagee: Preferred 
Bank   
Name of Mortgagor: Tracy Luster 
Date of Mortgage: May 15, 
2015

Date and place of recording:  
May 26, 2015, Document No. 
2015-00001014 in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds, Edgar 
County, Illinois.

  Now therefore, unless you file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Paris, Illinois, in the Edgar County 
Courthouse, on or before the 
December 19, 2018, a default 
may be entered against you at 
any time after that date and a 
judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer in said Complaint.
Tracy A. Willenborg, 
Attorney for Plaintiff

PUBLIC NOTICE

TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES 
IN PARIS, UNINCORPORATED 
EDGAR COUNTY AND NEARBY 
AREAS

TO THE PATRONS OF AMEREN 
ILLINOIS:

Please be advised that Ameren 
Illinois will trim trees and 
other vegetation in and around 
the town(s) of Paris and 
Unincorporated Edgar County, 
Illinois.  Our qualified utility 
arborists will trim trees and veg-
etation that could interfere with 
electric lines that run from pole 
to pole and elsewhere. This work 
is necessary in order to minimize 
the likelihood of outages and 
safety hazards. There is no 
charge to you for this service. 

If you have any questions about 
this work, please call 1-800-
755-5000 or visit our website 
at MySafeTrees.com. You may 
address your concerns in the 
manner specified on our website. 
You may also call the Consumer 

Services Division of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission at 
1-800-524-0795. Maps have 
been provided to the mayors and 
the county board chairpersons of 
the affected areas.

Sincerely,
Ameren Illinois Forestry 
Department

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LINDA GOSNELL,
Deceased
No. 2018-P-60

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
LINDA GOSNELL, of Paris, Illinois. 
Letters of office were issued on 
November 15, 2018, to MANDANA 
L. RINESMITH, 230 N Austin 
St, Paris IL 61944, MICHAEL D. 
PORTER, 823 Harrison St, Paris, IL 
61944, and MICHAEL B. FOSTER, 
823 Harrison St, Paris, IL 61944, 
whose attorney is RICHARD L. 
JAMES, 328 N Central, P 0 Box 
820, Paris, IL 61944.
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois,  or with the representa-
tive, or both, on or before May 
24, 2019, and any claims not filed 
within that period are barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.
DATED: March 27, 2018

MANDANA L. RINESMITH, 
MICHAEL D. PORTER and 
MICHAEL B. FOSTER,
Representatives

#1323156
RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney at Law
328 N Central 
PO Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone No. 217/465-2529 rlj@
rjameslaw.com
By: RICHARD L. JAMES Attorney

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY,
PARIS,ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
HAROLD W. BARR,
Deceased.

No. 2018-P-62

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given  of  the  death  of  
Harold  W. Barr. letters of  Office  
were  issued  on November 20, 
2018, to Cary Litton, 9391E. 
400th Rd., Paris, IL 61944 as 
Independent Executor whose 
attorney is Karen L. Burkybile, 
15175 US HWY 150, Paris,IL 
61944.
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 
61944,or with the representative, 
or both on or before June 3, 2019, 
(at least 6 months from the date 
of the 1st publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 20th day of 
November,2018.
Cary Litton, Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney At law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, IL 61944 (217) 465-5525
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

ONLINE AUCTION!

Elgar & Fern Ford Trust Online Auction
BEAUTIFUL 2010 Mercury Grand Marquis w. 
Loaded Features.Also, Appliances, Furniture, 

Tools, Household & more!
Click “Online Bidding” @ www.calliebaber.com to browse & bid!

Now thru December 3rd

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com

READ
KNOW IT ALL. 

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE & DELIVERED SATURDAYS.



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. REGINALD PHILLIPS (R)  
217-348-1110
www.repphillips.com

SATURDAY,  
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY
‘Laughing Lincoln’ 
statue to be 
unveiled Dec. 2

NAPERVILLE, Ill. (AP) — 
Naperville will unveil a statue 
showing a lighter side of Abra-
ham Lincoln.

The Naperville Sun reports 
that “Laughing Lincoln” will 
debut in Central Park on Dec. 2. 
Illinois celebrates its bicenten-
nial a day later.

The statue depicts the 
legendary storyteller laughing 
with hand outstretched as if to 
slap his knee.

The $105,000 project was 
commissioned by the Century 
Walk Naperville Public Arts 
Program .

President Brand Bobosky 
says it depicts the 16th presi-
dent in about 1839. He was 30 
and serving in the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly with Naperville 
founder Joseph Naper.

Lincoln and Naper cooper-
ated on carving out DuPage 
County and moving the state 
capital from Vandalia to Lin-
coln’s hometown of Springfield.

Wyoming sculptor David 
Allan Clark created the statue.

Naperville is 32 miles (51 
kilometers) west of Chicago.

Doctor shot at 
hospital

CHICAGO (AP) — A 
Chicago-area mother says a 
doctor who was fatally shot at 
a hospital treated her son a few 
hours earlier and had pledged 
to make him feel better.

Miriam Smith tells WLS-TV 
that she reflected on Thanks-
giving about her encounter 
with Dr. Tamara O’Neal. She 
says she could, “never thank 
her enough,” for taking care of a 
9-year-old son who had a fever, 
nausea and fatigue Monday.

O’Neal was shot at Mercy 
Hospital in a dispute with her 
ex-fiance, two hours after the 
boy was discharged. Smith says 
she gave O’Neal a hug, and the 
doctor told her to take care of 
her son. Smith calls the doctor 
her, “guardian angel.”

Two other people were killed 
by Juan Lopez: police Officer 
Samuel Jimenez and a pharma-
cy worker, Dayna Less. Police 
say Lopez killed himself.

Illinois reports 2 
cases of E. coli

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — 
Public health officials report 
that two Illinois residents are 
among nearly three dozen peo-
ple affected by a strain of E. coli 
bacteria in romaine lettuce.

The Illinois Department of 
Public Health reported Tuesday 
on data from the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The CDC reports 
that 32 people in 11 states have 
been infected with the same 
Shiga-toxin strain of E. coli.

Officials are advising 
consumers not to eat romaine 
lettuce and restaurants and 
retailers not to serve or sell any.

People with romaine lettuce 
in their homes should throw 
it away even if some of it has 
been eaten and no one has 
become sick. This includes 
whole heads of romaine, hearts 
of romaine, and packages of 
precut lettuce and mixes that 
contain romaine.

Tractor driver 
dead in train crash

WYANET, Ill. (AP) — Author-
ities say a man aboard a farm 
tractor has died after a holiday 
crash with an Amtrak train in 
Illinois’ Bureau County.

The crash occurred Thurs-
day in Wyanet, near Princeton, 
in north-central Illinois.

The train was heading to 
Quincy from Chicago when it 
struck the tractor. No injuries 
among the 180 train passen-
gers were reported, although 
a crew member was hurt. The 
tractor was towing a tank of 
anhydrous ammonia, a type 
of fertilizer.

TV station WQAD quotes 
a friend as saying the tractor 
driver may have been looking 
back at the tank when the 
train hit.

Whose lane is it anyway?
It’s a Twitter war: Doctors clash with NRA over gun deaths after inflammatory statement

A TASTE OF THE TIMES

Lewis Marien/The Pantagraph

Angela Bonnell, head of government documents at Illinois State University’s Milner Library, talks about a World War I-era 
poster from the United States Food Administration promoting the rationing of sugar as part of the war effort.

Artifacts personalize WWI

BY LISA MARIE PANE
Associated Press

The photos from doctors 
came quickly and in succes-
sion: blood-stained operating 
rooms, blood-covered scrubs 
and shoes, bullets piercing 
body parts and organs.

The pictures on Twitter 
were an emotional response to 
a smackdown by the powerful 
gun industry lobby, which took 
issue with the American Col-
lege of Physicians' call late last 
month for tighter gun control 
laws. The recommendations 
included bans on assault weap-
ons, large capacity magazines 
and 3D-printed firearms.

"Someone should tell 
self-important anti-gun doc-
tors to stay in their lane. Half of 
the articles in Annals of Inter-
nal Medicine are pushing for 
gun control. Most upsetting, 
however, the medical commu-
nity seems to have consulted 
NO ONE but themselves," 
the National Rifle Association 
tweeted.

Physicians across the United 
States seized on the phrasing, 
taking to Twitter with 22,000 
comments and the hashtags 
#thisismylane and #thisisour-
lane, posting photos of their 
encounters with gun violence 
and offering their own per-
sonal stories of treating such 
wounds.

The debate gained new 
urgency this week with the 
shooting death of an emergen-
cy room doctor outside the 
hospital where she worked, as 
physicians argue shootings are 
a public health crisis that they 
must play a key role in trying to 
stem. 

Tamara O'Neal was killed 
Monday outside a hospital 
in Chicago in what police say 
was a dispute with her ex-fian-
ce. The shooter and two other 
people — a responding police 
officer and a resident in the 
hospital's pharmacy — also 
died.

"It just shows that not only 
is this is in our lane, but this 

happens to us," said Joseph 
Sakran, a trauma surgeon at 
Johns Hopkins Medicine in 
Baltimore who as a 17-year-old 
was shot in the throat by a stray 
bullet fired during a dispute at a 
high school football game.

Sakran created a Twitter ac-
count @ThisIsOurLane which 
in just two weeks has attracted 
nearly 15,000 followers. They 
include Peter Masiakos, a pedi-
atric trauma surgeon in Boston, 
who wrote "The Quiet Room" 
just hours after the mass shoot-
ing at a church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, about breaking 
the news that a loved one has 
died.

"We need to start talking 
about this as a public health 
issue. Politics aside, we have a 
problem that no other country 
has, and we shouldn't," Masia-
kos said.

About 35,000 people each 
year are killed by guns in the 
United States, and about 
two-thirds are suicides. That's 
about 670 people per week 

and among the largest number 
of civilian gun deaths in the 
world.

The world's highest rate of 
gun deaths is in El Salvador 
with a rate of 72.5 per 100,00; 
the rate in the U.S. is 3.1 per 
100,000. Among all European 
countries, the rate never breaks 
1 gun death per 100,000, ac-
cording to Small Arms Survey, 
a Switzerland-based research 
organization that examines 
firearms and violence.

"These are not just statistics. 
These are people, mothers, fa-
thers, brothers, sisters that are 
being killed," Sakran said. "The 
worst part of my job is having to 
go out and talk to these families 
and to tell them that their loved 
one is never coming home."

It's not the first time medical 
professionals have taken on 
powerful industries: auto com-
panies over seat belts, Big To-
bacco over cigarettes and toys 
that posed choking hazards. 
It's also not the first time that 
the gun lobby has pushed back 

against the medical commu-
nity or researchers it consid-
ers to be biased. In the 1990s, 
Congress barred the Centers 
for Disease Control from con-
ducting research that advocat-
ed or pushed for gun control; 
while it didn't ban research 
from being conducted, it did 
have a chilling effect.

More recently, the NRA 
backed legislation in Flori-
da — eventually overturned 
in court — that would have 
barred doctors from asking pa-
tients about guns in the home.

Stephanie Bonne, a trauma 
surgeon in New Jersey, was in 
the hospital when she saw the 
dispute playing out on Twitter.

"I was reading this, and I was 
like 'Stay in my lane', are you 
kidding me? Gun violence is 
something I deal with every 
day. We're mopping it up in 
the hospital every day," she 
said. "My second sort of reac-
tion is maybe people ought to 
see what this lane is really all 
about."

BY LENORE SOBOTA
The Pantagraph

NORMAL, Ill. (AP) — This year, Vet-
erans Day was not only a time to salute 
those who have served our country in the 
military, it’s also the 100th anniversary of 
the end of World War I.

The last surviving U.S. veteran of that 
war to end all wars died in 2011 at the age 
of 110. But the stories of many of those 
veterans with ties to Illinois State Uni-
versity, as well as civilians who served in 
various capacities, are carefully preserved 
in the University Archives along with 
posters and other artifacts.

You can get a feeling about what life 
was like back then by looking through 
the collection.

Posters more than a century old call 
on people to “Fight or Buy Bonds,” share 
books with soldiers because “Knowledge 
Wins” and bake “victory bread.”

“Posters were the social media of the 
day,” said Angela Bonnell, head of gov-
ernment documents at ISU’s Milner Li-
brary.

And, in an era long before email and 
social media, people wrote letters in re-
markable penmanship. The University 
Archives include a letter from Ellen Bab-
bitt, a former Illinois State Normal Uni-
versity student with the American Red 
Cross, who wrote about watching what 
she hoped was the end of the war outside 
her window in France where she was 
helping people from war-ravaged areas 
learn how to take care of their families.

Then there was another former ISNU 
student, 2nd Lt. John Feek, who wrote, 
“I really believe the one single thing that 
prompted me to be active enlisting was 
the publication in the Pantagraph of the 
Roll of Honor of ISNU.”

The posters, letters and other extensive 
details about ISNU’s contribution to the 
war effort may have been lost — or never 
even existed — if not for the university’s 
librarian at the time, Ange Milner.

She was part of the War Service Com-
mittee created at the start of the war by 
then ISNU President David Felmley, and 
corresponded with people involved in 
the war who had connections to ISNU. 
She sent them copies of the campus 
newspaper, The Vidette, as well as The 

Pantagraph.
She also sent surveys asking such de-

tails as what they did during the war, 
what battles they fought in, what medals 
they received, where did they disembark 
and return and on what ship. In doing 
so, she created more than 800 individual 
folders about people, of which more than 
600 remain in the University Archives 
Collection. Both Bonnell and University 
Archivist April Anderson-Zorn said Mil-
ner was ahead of her time in recognizing 
the value of preserving such artifacts and 
information.

“She was smart enough to save these 
posters,” said Bonnell. “They were 
meant to be ephemeral” and tossed 
away.

Special to The Prairie Press

American World War I soldiers wave their helmets after the Nov. 11, 1918, armistice 
was signed in France. Hundreds of troops died on the final morning of World War I, 
after an armistice was reached but before it came into force.

CALUMET PARK, Ill. (AP) 
— Calumet Park officials have 
hired a private firm to provide 
fire and ambulance services to 
spare a tight budget, in a move 
the village attorney says could 
become the norm in Chicago’s 
south suburbs.

The (Tinley Park) Daily 
Southtown reports the village 
board approved a separation 
agreement this month with its 
firefighters union and a five-
year contract with Kurtz Am-
bulance Service for fire protec-
tion and ambulance services.

“It’s going to cause a chain 
reaction in the south suburbs 
with the communities that 
just can’t afford to pay the high 
salaries, the overtime and the 
equipment,” said Village Attor-
ney Burt Odelson, noting that 
he was in discussions with three 

other south suburban commu-
nities about outsourcing their 
fire departments.

Odelson, who previously en-
gineered privatization in North 
Riverside that state labor reg-
ulators overturned, estimated 
savings at $500,000 annually.

Kurtz takes over Dec. 1. It 
will supply 12 full-time staff 
members who are firefighters 
and paramedics in four-person 
shifts. The village currently has 
30 part-time firefighters. Four 
current village firefighters will 
join the Kurtz staff.

Calumet Park readies for privatized fire-protection services to save funds

WASHINGTON, Ill. 
(AP) — A relief group is 
finishing up work five years 
after a tornado destroyed 
or damaged about 1,000 
homes and killed one per-
son in a central Illinois city.

The Washington Illinois 
Area Foundation has less 
than $10,000 of the rough-
ly $1.6 million donated 
to help area residents, 
churches and governments 
rebuild after the tornado, 
which was among two doz-
en that struck Illinois on 
Nov. 17, 2013, The Journal 
Star reported. 

“I really feel good about 
it that we did the best with 
what we were given,” said 
foundation member Matt 
Moehle.

Other local relief groups 
organized recovery efforts 
on social media, such as 
Facebook pages called 
Washington IL Tornado 
Recovery, Washington 
Strong and Tornado Sup-
port: Standing Strong. 
Advocates said the online 
efforts helped residents 
problem solve together.

Washington Mayor 
Gary Manier said the city 
is recovering well from the 
tornado.

"I never try to use the 
word 'recovered,'" he said. 
"I always say we're recov-
ering, because emotionally 
I don't think we'll ever re-
cover completely. The re-
covery will be ongoing."

Washington, which is 
about 10 miles (16 kilo-
meters) east of Peoria, has 
more than 16,500 resi-
dents today, up from about 
15,100 residents in 2013, 
according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau.

The population growth 
is a tribute to residents' re-
silience, Manier said, add-
ing he city hopes to move 
forward in more ways than 
just physical reconstruc-
tion.

"I don't want to be 
known for that Sunday on 
the 17th of November of 
2013," he said. "I want to be 
known for what happened 
on Nov. 18, 2013, when we 
went to work and helped 
each other to recover."

Illinois town 
recovers 
from 2013 
tornado
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